One Another In Christ
Steve Flatt

Introduction

Those saved by obedience to Christ’s Gospel

a. Heard that Jesus was God born of woman by the Holy
Spirit, lived among man being tempted in all aspects as
man but without sinning, gave His fleshly body as the
atoning sacrifice for man’s sins, rose from death and the
grave, was seen by many including those closest to
Him, and then returned to his abode prior to coming to
Earth.

b. Understood and put their trust in what they heard was
true.

c. Changed from a sinful life of self to a life of

obedience.

d. Not being ashamed, acknowledged their belief that
Jesus is God, the Christ, who is the only way unto
salvation.

e. Died by putting to death their worldly life of sin as
Christ died for our sins.

f.  Sought God to have mercy and forgive them of all their
sins.

g. Were buried by immersion in the grave of water,
representing the burial of Christ.

h. Rose from the water grave as Christ rose from His
grave.

i. Received the Holy Spirit as a guarantee, a deposit.

j. Added by God to Christ’s Body becoming a new
Christian

k. Continue to live in Jesus’ and the apostle’s teaching

All those added to Christ’s Church are to be one and to
function as a body united in Christ and His teachings.

Lessons:
Accept One Another
Encourage One Another
Bear One Another’s Burdens
Admonish One Another
Members of One Another
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O évag Tov arhov gv Xprot®
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Avtol mov ocdbnkav pe v vmaxor oto Evayyého tov
Xptoton

I. Axovoe 611 0 Incovg frav Oedg yevynuévos amd
yovaike and to Ayio [lvedua, Elnoe avdpecso otov
avBpomo melpaldpevoc amd OAES TIG ATOYELS MG AVOPOG
oALG yopis va apaptioel, £dwoe To capkikd Tov chpa
¢ e&lemtikn Bucia yia Ti apoptieg Tov avBpmmov,
avaothOnke and Tov BAvato Kot Tov TaEo, To Eida
moAlol cupmephapPavopévey ekeivov Tov fTav To
Kovtd Tov, Kol 6T GUVEYELD ETEGTPEYE GTNV KOTOIKIN
ToV 7Py £pbet otn I'.

. Katdiafov kot epumiotedtnray autd mov aKovcay TV
aAnOwo.

n. AMoée and po apoptoin {1 Tov 0vtod o€ o {on

VTTOKONG.

0. Xmpig va VIPETOVTAL, OVOyVAPLEAV TNV THGTN TOLG OTL
0 Inoovg eivan 0 Bede, 0 Xp1oTdg, mov givorl o pdvog
dpOLOG TTPOG TN SOTNPIa.

p. ITIéBave oKOTOVOVTOG TNV KOGUIKN apapToAN {01 Toug
onwg méBave 0 XploTog yia TG apopTieg pog.

g. Znmoe tov Oed va TOVg EAENCEL KO VO, TOVG
GLYY®PNGEL OAEG TIG OUAPTIEG TOVC,.

r. Taonkav pe fodion otov o Tov vepov,
AVTUTPOGMOTELOVTOS TNV TAPN TOL XPLETOV.

S.  Tplovtdeuiio amd Tov VIATIVO TAPO OTMG
avaothdnke o Xp1otdg omd tov tépo Tov.

t. 'ElaPe 1o Ayio Ilvedpo mg gyydnom, TpokatafoAr.

u. IIpootédnke amd tov Oed 610 Zdua Tov XproTod Kot
€yve véog XploTiovog

V. Xvveyiote va {gite omn didackoria Tov Incov kot Tov
AOGTOAOL

Ohot o0t tpootifevion oty Exkdinoio tov Xpiotov npémet
vo glvor éva Kol Vo AEIToupyolV G GOUN EVOUEVO GTOV
Xp1o16 kot Tig ddackarieg Tov.

MoOnpoto:

Amodgyteite 0 évag TOV GAlov
EvBappivere 0 évag Tov GAlov

Na kovparate o évag ta Papn Tov driov
Na vovOetel 0 évag Tov drhov

Mé£A o évag Tov GAlov
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Accept One Another

It's a Saturday night; the church building is all decorated.
The flowers are out. The groom and the preacher are down
front. The bridesmaids come in one at a time, beautifully
dressed. Then after the chimes are offered, in comes the
bride. She's limping, her dress is muddy and torn, her nose
is bleeding, and her hair is totally out of place. As she comes
down the aisle, somebody whispers where you can overhear:
"Can you believe it? She's been fighting again. Surely, he
deserves better than this."

That story is a parable of too many local churches. There is
nothing uglier than a brawling bride. Jesus Christ deserves
better than that, particularly from His bride. Family feud is
no game when it comes to the bride or the Body of Christ.

"Accept one another." (Romans 15:7) If your congregation
is going to be a healthy and growing body of believers,
you've got to learn how to accept one another. That concept
is rooted deeply in the very mind of our Lord.

If you knew you were going to die, this time tomorrow, what
would you do today? There might be all kinds of answers,
but wouldn't you focus on priorities? Don't you think you
would spend your time doing the most important things?

On the eve of His crucifixion, Jesus' priority was to spend
time in prayer and to pray for the unity of His believers.
"That all of them may be one. Father, just as you are in me
and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world
may believe that you have sent me. | have given them the
glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one:
I in them and you in me.™ Listen, "'May they be brought to
complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and
have loved them even as you have loved me." (John 17:21-
23)

In the last part of that statement Jesus prayed; | want those
who believe in me to be one so that the world may know that
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Amoogyteite 0 £vag TOV GAlov

Eivar Zappato Bpadv. 1o ktiplo g ekkinociog sivor 6Ao
dwkoounpévo. Ta Aoviobow eivar €. O youmpodg Kot o
1EpoKNpLKag gival prpootd. Ot mapdvopeot praivovv pio
KkéOe popd, dpopea viopéves. Metd, apov tpoceepBodv Ta
Kovdovvia, pmaivel n voen. Kovtodel, to pdpepd g sivat
AooTOPEVO KO OKIGHEVO, 1 LOTY TNG cpoppayel Kol To
poAld g eivar eviedmg axatdAinio. Kabmng katefaivet
o610 dwdpopo, Kamowog Wibvpiler Omov pmopeic va
kpveakovs: "To motevelg; Eyxel toakmbei Eovd. Ziyovpoa,
tov a&iletl kat kaAvTePO and avTd."

Avt 1 1oT0pia gival pia TopafoAr] yio whpo TOAAEG TOTIKEG
ekkAnoieg. Aev vdpyet TimoTo TO AGYNUO amd [io VOO
7ov toak@veTal. O Incovg Xpiotdg atilel kaddtepa amd
avto, Wwitepa and ) voen Tov. H otkoyevelaxn dropdym
dev glval Taryvidl 0TV TPOKELTOL Y10, TN VOO 1] TO ZOO. TOV
XproTtov.

«Amodeyteite 0 €vag tov dAdovy». (Poupaiovg 15:7) Edv n
ekKinoio cag mpoOkeltor vo,  eivar  éve LYLEG Kol
AVOTTUOOOUEVO GO0 TOTOV, TPEMEL Vo, Habete Td va
amodéyeoTe 0 évag Tov GAlov. Avth 1 Wéa gival Pabid
plopévn 61o 1610 10 pvaro tov Kvpiov pag.

Av nepec 011 Ba Tebavelg, avt T opd avplo, TL Ba Exoveg
onuepa; Mmopel va vdpyovv kdbe €100VG AMTOVINGELS,
aALG dev Oa eoTialate oTIC TPOTEPALOTNTES, AEV TIOTEVETE
ott Bo Eodedate TOV YPOVO GOG KAVOVTOG TO O G LOVTIKG
mpaynoTa,;

Tnv mapapovn g otavpwong Tov, 1 TpotepadTNTA TOV
Incov frav va aglepdoel ¥pdvo GTNV TPOGELYY Kol Vol
wpocevyndel yio v evotnto tev metov Tov. "I va gival
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you sent me. Unity is the key element in Jesus' master plan
for world evangelism. Mankind lives in such disharmony
that Jesus knew that the visible oneness of His church would
be a convicting testimony that God was in the world, and
that He was reconciling the world to Himself through Jesus
Christ. Unity is the foundation to world evangelism. You
know as the early church got started, that's exactly the way
it worked. "All the believers were together and had
everything in common.” (Acts 2:44) "Every day they
continued to meet together in the temple courts.” (Acts 2:46)
"All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one
claimed that any of his possessions were his own, but they
shared everything they had." (Acts 4:32) The result of that
unity was the answer to Jesus’ prayer, "Father, if you'll let
them be one in me, then the world will know that you sent
me."

The early Christians were "praising God and enjoying the
favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number
daily those who were being saved." (Acts 2:47) The
principle is clear. Where you have real unity, you have
growth. That is why Jesus prayed for it so hard, and that's
why the devil fights it so fiercely.

The first century church in Rome was not like the Jerusalem
church. The church in Rome was not as homogenous as the
one in Jerusalem. No, this church in Rome was a hybrid
fellowship of Gentiles and Jews which led to problems.

1. Tension over different ideas people of different
cultures brought to the Body. Any time you have a diverse
group of people, you're going to have diverse opinions, and
that will create tension. Most of the time throughout history,
just as was the case of Rome, it's not so much matters of
doctrine as it usually is matters of opinion.

The root of the problem was that the majority of the
Christians were Gentiles, and as the majority, they wanted
to do things their way. On the flip side the Jews were saying
"But we've been God's covenant people for a long time; we
should do things our way." Have you ever heard anybody
talk like that? Or say "I've been at this church for years. If
you don't like the way we do this or that, go somewhere
else." That mindset is a prescription for a very, very small
church. Now that's what is going on in Rome. It's not a
tension over major doctrine.

They're not arguing about the divinity of Christ like they
were in Colosse. They're not talking about the sufficiency of
atonement. They're not arguing about the authority of
apostles like they were in Galatia. They're not arguing about
the role of baptism. They're not talking about the abuses or
neglect of the Lord's Supper like in Corinth. There is just
tension over different ideas that different cultures have.

The following shows how trivial some of these ideas were.
"Accept him whose faith is weak without passing judgment
on disputable matters.

olot éva. [Tatépa, OTmG eioot pésa oe péva Kot eym PECO GE
oéva. Eife va glvar ko autol péca og gULAC, Y10 VO, TIOTEYEL
0 KOGLOG OTL €6V e €otethec. Tovg édwoa T 60Ea Tov €6V
pov édwoe, Yo va gival éva Omwg elpocte va: YD péca
ToVG Kot €0V o€ péva.» Akov, «Eife va épbouv oe mAnpn
EVOTITA Y10, VO EVILEPOGOLY TOV KOGUO OTL e EGTEIAEG KOl
TOVG aydmnoeg 6mwg eov pe aydnnoeey (Imdvvng 17:21-23)

210 teAevtaio pEPOG aLTAG TNg ONMAwong o Incovg
mpocevyninke. @A 6601 ToTELOLV GE Péva va etvar Eval
v va pdfet o kocpog ot pe éotethes. H gvotnra givar o
Baocwd otoryeio oto kOplOo o010 Tov Incod Yy Tov
maykocpo gvayyedopd. H avBpondmra Cer oe tétown
dvoappovia mov o Incotg yvopile 6TL | opath evOTNTA TNG
exkAnoiag Tov Ba Mtav pa TeloTikny poptupio 0Tl 0 Oedg
Ntav otov KOGUO Kol OTL GUUEIM®VE TOV KOGUO LE TOV
eavtd Tov péow tov Incod Xpiotod. H evomrta givar 1o
OeuéMo OV TAYKOGUIOL ELOYYEAIGUOV. EépeTe, KOHDG
Eexivnoe n TpdTN exkAnoia, ovtdg eivar akplPdg o Tpdmog
mov Aettovpyovoe. «OAot ot motol frav poll Kot etyav o
mhvto Kowdy. (IlpdEeg 2:44) «Kdbe pépa cuvénlov va
ocuvépyovton poll otic aviéc tov vaovw. ([lpaéeig 2:46)
"OLot o1 motol NTav €vog oty Kopdld Kot 6To HLOAD.
Kaveig dev 1oyvpiotnke 0Tl T0 VIAPYXOVIA TOL MTAY SIKA
TOUL,

Ov mpotor Xpiotwavol «doforoyovcav tov ®egd Kot
amoAduPovay v gbvola 6Aov tov Aaod. Kot o Kvpiog
wpochece otov aplud tovg kabnuepvd avTodC TOL
owlovtavy. (IIpa&eig 2:47) H apyn etvar caeng. Onov &xeig
TPAYUOTIKY] eVOTNTA, £xelg avamtuén. I't' avtd o Inoovg
wpocevynonke yU' ovtd OG0 GKANPA, Kol yI' avTO O
SudPorog to morepd 1650 GKANPA.

H exxkinoia tov tpdTov aidva otn Poun dev tav cov v
ekkAnoia g lepovoarnp. H exkdincia otn Poun dev tav
1000 Opow0YEVNG 0G0 avth TG lepovcainu. Oyt avt) N
ekKAnoia otn Poun frav o vppioikn kowvaovie EOvikov
kot EBpaicov mov 0d1ynoe o€ mpofAnuara.

1.’Evtaon 710 010Q0pETIKEG OEES TOV £QPEPAY GTO AN,
avipomor dlugopeTik@v molTiop®v. Kdbe @opd mov
éxete o Ol@OPETIKY] opddoa avOpomov, 0o &yete
OLUPOPETIKES ATOYELS KOL 0VTO O dnprovpyoel évrao).
T mepLocoTEPES POPES KATA TN SLAPKELN TNG L6TOPLUG,
omto¢ Ko N wepintoon g Popung, dev eivon 1600 Oépata
06yYpaTOg 660 cVVIBMG eivan BépaTa yvoune.

H pila tov mpoPAnuatoc ftov OtL M mASOyYNneio TV
Xpiotwovav frav Ebvikoi, ka1 o¢ migtoymoeia, n0ekav va
KAVOLV TO TPAYIOTO UE TOV KO TOVG TPOTO. ATTO TNV GAAY
mievpd, ot EPpaior éleyav «AXAG eipacte o Aadg Tng
StaBNKNg Tov g0V £6M KoL TOAD KOPO* TPETEL VO KAVOVLE
TO TPAYUOTO UE TOV O1KO HaG TpOTon. 'Eyete akovoel moté
Kavévay va piddel €tot; 'H meite "Eipon ypdvia o oty v
ekkAnoia. EGv dev cog apéoel o Tpodmog TOv KAVOLLE OVTO
N ekeivo, Tyaivete kdmov aAlov." Avti 1 vootpomia eival




a. One man's faith allows him to eat everything, but another
man, whose faith is weak, eats only vegetables. The man
who eats everything must not look down on him who
does not, and the man who does not eat everything must
not condemn the man who does, for God has accepted
him. Who are you to judge someone else's servant? To
his own master he stands or falls. And he will stand, for
the Lord is able to make him stand.

b. One man considers one day more sacred than another;
another man considers every day alike. Each one should
be fully convinced in his own mind. He who regards one
day as special does so to the Lord. He who eats meat,
eats to the Lord, for he gives thanks to God; and he who
abstains, does so to the Lord and gives thanks to God."
(Romans 14:1-6)

Do you see the two issues they're disagreeing about?

a. Should we eat meat? Apparently, the context indicates
the meat might have been sacrificed to idols. Should we
just not touch any meat then and go ahead and eat
vegetables?

b.Can we observe certain days as special days that we just
want to celebrate as holidays as holy days? They argue
and tension builds over, "I think | can eat this." "No, |
don't think you can eat that." "I think we can observe this
day." "No, | don't think you can do that."

The issues are not very important. What is important is the
unity that Jesus prayed for could be destroyed by the
Roman Christians if they don't learn to live together in
peace. So after they understand the problem Paul gives them
the principles to live by. These are the same principles he
wants us to live by. "Therefore let us stop passing
judgment on one another. Instead, make up your mind not
to put any stumbling block or obstacle in your brother's
way." (Romans 14:13) "Let us therefore make every effort"
(I've underlined that in my Bible) "make every effort to do
what leads to peace and to mutual edification." (Romans
14:19)

That's easier said than done because the devil is going to
keep things stirred up. He'll use weapons like competition,
jealousy, suspicion, and distrust. He's going to make it
awfully difficult, not just for the church in Rome, but for any
church to keep from judging one another and sniping at one
another. How on earth are we going to live by those
principles? How are we going to quit casting judgments on
one another about petty things, about things going beyond
the Word of God, simply my opinion verses your opinion?
How on earth are we going to make every effort to do what
leads to peace and mutual edification?

2. Be of the same mind or heart. The only way that we are
going to maintain unity among Christians is to be of the
same mind or heart. "May the God who gives endurance and
encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves

L0 GUVTOYN Y10 Lo TOAD, TOAD pikpn ekkinocio. Topa avtd
ovuPaiver ot Poun. Agv givar pua évtaon yo to kKOpLo
doyua.

Agv dtopmvovv yia ) BgdtnTa Tov XproToh OTme NTay 6TV
Kolooad. Agv ilobv yia v endpkela g e&hémongc. Agv
SemVOVY Yo TNV €£0VCI0 TOV ATOCTOA®V OTMG NTAV GT1
Fohatic. Agv dtapovovv yio tov polo g Pamtiong. Aev
UIAODV Y10 TIG KOTAYPNGELS N TNV TAPAUEATON TOL AgiTvou
tov Kvpiov 6nwg atnv Kopvho. Yrapyetl amimg Eviaomn yuo
SLoQOPETIKEG 106€C TOV £XOVV OLALPOPETIKOTL TOAMTIGHOL.

To mapaxdtm deiyvel OGO ACHUOVIEG NTOV UEPIKEG OO
OTEG TIG 10€€G. «ATodeyTeite awTdV TOL 1| TOTH TOL Eivan
advvoun xopic va kpivete emipaya {ntpata.
éva. H miom &vog avOpdmov tov enTpénel vo TpmEL T
wévta, oAAG €évog GAAOG, Tov omoiov 1M TioTn etvan
advVa, TPOEL povo Aayavikd. O dvBpmmog mov Tpmet
T TAVTO, OV TPETEL VO TEPLPPOVEL L TOV TTOV OEV TPOEL,
Kot 0 GvBpmmog Tov dev TPMEL T TAVTA OV TPETEL VL
KatadKalel avtdv mov TpdEL, yati o Oedg Tov €xet
oegytel. Ilolog eicon €00 Yoo vo KPIVES TOV VINPETN
K010V GALOV; ZTOV O1KO TOV OPEVTT OTEKETAL ) TEPTEL.
Kot 8o otabet, yati o Kdplog pmopel va tov kdvetl va
otafel.
ot.'Evag avOpomoc Bewmpsel pia pépa o 1epn omd ol GAAT.
évag dAlog dvtpag Bempel kébe pépa idwa. O kabévag
TPENEL VO vl ATOALTO TETEIGUEVOS GTO HVOAO TOV.
Av10¢ oL Bewpel por pépa EgxmPoTt, T0 KAVEL GTOV
Kvpro. Avtdg mov tpidet kpéag, tpmdel otov Kopro, yroti
guyopiotel Tov Oegd. Kot OTO0¢ AMEYEL, TO KAVEL GTOV
Kbp1o kot gvyapiotel tov @cd.» (Popaiovg 14:1-6).

BA\émete ta 600 {ntpata yio o omoio Stp@vov;
éva. [pénet va tpope kpéag; [popavac, ta copepalodueva
VTOdNA®VOLY OTL TO Kpéag umopei va giye Bvolactel ot
eldora. Oa énpene va punv ayyilovpe xaborov Kpéag
TOTE KOl VO, TPDWE A0 aVIKA,;

B.Mnopovpe vo TopATNPICOVUE OPICUEVES MUEPEG MG
€101KEC MUEPeEC ov Bélovpe amhmdg vo yroptalovue mg
Y10pTéG ™G 18péc; Moddvouv Kot 1 évtaot avéaveror,
«wouilm 0T pmopd va to eam avtod». «Oyt, dev vouilo
OTL pmopeic va 1o @ag ovtod». «Nopilm 6t pmopodpe vo
ToPOTNPNGOLUE oVt TN HEPpa». «Oyi, dev vouilm ot
UTOPELS VO TO KAVELS OVTON.

Ta Oépoto dev eivar mOAD onuoviikd.Avtd mov &givan
onNuavTiKd €ivor 6TL M EVOTNTA Yo TNV OTOoid
npocsvNOnke o Incovg Ba pmopovcs vo kKatacTpaPEl
on6 Tovg Popaiovg Xprotiavoevg edv ogv pdbovv va Lovv
poli etppnvikd. A@ov howtév katardfovv To Tpépinpa, o
Haviog Tovg divel Tig apyés Yo va. {ijoovv. Avtég givar
ol io1eg apyéc ne Tig omoigg 0£heL va Covpe. "I avTo, og
OTUNUTIGOVNE VO, KPIVOULE 0 £VOG TOV AAAOV. AVT' qTOV,
0TOPUGIoTE VO, PNV BAALeTE KAVEVA EPTOOL0 1] ENTOOL0 6TO
opépo tov adehpov coc." (Popciovg 14:13) «Ag




as you follow Christ Jesus." (Romans 15:5) "So that with
one heart (the New American Standard says "with one
mind" which is the same difference) "with one heart and
mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ.” (v. 6) “Accept one another, then, just as Christ
accepted you, in order to bring praise to God." (v. 7)

Paul told the Corinthians the same thing "l appeal to you,
brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you
agree with one another so that there may be no divisions
among you and that you may be" (look at this) "perfectly
united in mind and thought." (1 Corinthians 1:10)

Can you imagine the chaos if your body had more than one
mind? Can you imagine having two brains up there, one
saying "l think | want to eat?" The other one saying, "No, I
don't want to eat." One says, "I think | want to get up and
exercise." The other one says, "No, I'm tired. | think I'm just
going to sit here for a little while." Can you imagine? The
guestion is how can we have one mind? How can we be
"perfectly united in mind," when we know that we've got
different opinions, judgments, preferences, and even
different personal convictions?

The one mind has to be the mind of Christ. "Have this mind
in you which was also in Christ Jesus." Do you remember?
You say, "Well, what mind was that?" (Philippians 2:5) He
went on to tell us, "Who, being in very nature God, did not
consider equality with God something to be grasped (held
on to), but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of
a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found
in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became
obedient to death—even death on a cross!" (Philippians 2:6-
8) That's the mind.

But, what does it mean to be of the same mind with one
another? It means to have the same selfless sacrificing mind
of Christ that puts others ahead of self even to the point of
death. That's the command.

How many things would we argue about if the very foremost
part of our mindset was: | love you so much that I will gladly
die for you? Do you suppose that might dilute trivial
arguments? | love you so much I'd die for you. Unity is not
the result of total agreement on every opinion. They never
arrived at that in Rome, some of them still celebrated those
days and some didn't. Some of them still ate vegetables and
others ate meat. It's not the result of total agreement on every
opinion. Unity is the result of two people putting each
other's interest ahead of their own, and that's the only way
it will ever happen. “You be of the same mind” doesn't mean
you have to be of my mind or that I have to be of your mind.
It means that together we share the very mind of Christ. Our
convictions on the side issues will not always agree, but the
Christ who unites us is bigger than the opinions that divide
us. The convicting testimony of Christian unity is not that
we are all alike but that we are one even though we are not
all alike.

Katapfaiovpe Aowwov kdOe mpoomdOBeiwo» (To £y
vroypappicst ot BifAio pov) «va kotafdriovpe kdOe
TPOSTAOEIN Y10 VO KAVOVUE GVTO TOV 001 YEL O €PNV
Kot apopaio otkodopnon». (Popaiovg 14:19)

Av10 givor mo gbkolo va emmbel Tapd va yivel, emeldn o
Swiforog  mpoOKeTow VoL KPOATAGEL  TO  TPAYLOTO
avaotatopéve. BOa  ypnollomol|oel  OmAo  OT®G O
avtayoviouos, n (M, N kayvmoyio kot n dvomiotio. Oa
TO KAVEL TPOUEPA SVGKOAO, OxL LOVO Yot TNV eKKANGio Tng
Popng, aAra Ko yio omowadnmote ekkincio va unv Kpivet o
€vag Tov GALOV Kot va unv KoAAdEL 0 €vag Tov dAlov. 1o
ot0 KoAO Bo (noovue pe ovtég tic opyés [og Oa
GTOLOTNGOVLE VO KPIVOLLE 0 €Vag TOV GALOV Y10, AGT) LLOVTOL
TPAYUOTO, Yo TPAyHoTo mov Eemepvouv tov Adyo Tov
®e0v, amADG M YVOUN KoL gival avtifetn pe T yvoun cog;
[og 610 KaAd Ba KGvoupe KaBe Tpoomadeia Yo va KAVOLLE
awTO TOL 001 YEl oE g1pN VT Ko apoPaic otKodoUNoN;

2. Na £yete To 1010 poadro M kepord. O pévog Tpomog pe
TOV 070i0 TPOKELTOL VO OLOTIPNGOVUE TNV EVOTNTO
peTadd Tov XproTioveoy givar vo, £govpe 1o 1610 puaid 1
Kapora. «Eife 0 Ogog wov divel vropovi] Kot evlappuoven
VO 60C OMGEL TVELHO EVOTNTOG METOED o0g KaOMg
akoiovOeite Tov Xproto Incovr». (Popaiovg 15:5) «Qote
pe pio kapdwd (to Néo Apepwkaviko Ilpétvmo Aéer «ue
éva puai6» ov ivar 1 id1a SraPopd) «pe pio Kapord Ko
otopo pmwopeite vo do&alere Tov Ped wm Matépa Tov
Kvpiov pog Incod Xpiotod». (€9. 6) «Na deyxOscite o Evag
T0V dAlov, Aoutdv, 0TS cag 6&xOnke o Xprotdg, Yo vo.
dolacete 10V OLoH» (£0. 7).

O Iaviog eine otovg KopvBiovg 1o 1010 mpdypa: «Xog
TOPOKOAD, adedpoi, oto 6vopa tov Kvpiov pag Incov
Xplotoh, vo ovupveite OAol petafd cog Yoo va, unv
VIAPYOLV dlopEcEl; HETOED GoC Kat va giotey (dgite aVTo)
«téleln evopévo oto poaid kat T okéyry. (1 Kopwbiovg
1:10)

Mmropeite va @aviacteite 10 ¥00G 0V TO COUO GOG £iye
TEPLoCOTEPQ, 0O €va, LoaAd; Mmopeite vo @avtacteite va
€xete dVO EYKEPALOVG EKEL TAV®, 0 €vag va Aéet "vouilm ot
0w va @aw;" O dAlog Aéel: «Oy, dev B ® va eaw». O
évag Aéel: «Nopilw 011 0éAm va onkwbm kot va acknOm».
O arog Aéet: "Oy, eiponr kovpacuévog. Nopilo o6t Oa
KGTo® €00 Yo Alyo". ®avtdleca? To epdtnua givor mog
pUropove va £xovpe Eva pooiod; Ilog pmopodue va gipoocte
«TéXEWD EVOUEVOL GTO HVOAOY, OTOV YVOPILOLE OTL £XOVLE
S0QOPETIKEG OmMOYELS, KPIGEIS, TPOTIUNCEL;, OKOUN Kol
SLOQOPETIKEG TPOCOTIKES TETOLONGELS;

To éva poado Tpémet va givot to pooadd tov Xpiotod. « Exete
péoa cag avtdv TOV VOL oL NTAV Kol 6Tov Xp1otd Incod».
Ouubdoar? Aéte, "Aouwtdv, TL pwoAd MTrov  avtd;"
(Ovummnoiovg 2:5) Zvvéyoe Aéyoviag pog: «O omoiog,
OVTOG €K PUOEWMG Pedg, dev Bedpnoe TV 106 TNTA LE TOV B
KATL IOV €mpene vo. GLAAAPEL (Vo TOV KpaTHGEL), GALG OEV
£€Kove Timota, Taipvovtag v 1ot T @bon tov dovAOL




The reason that the church grew so well in the first century
is not by making all the Gentiles become Jews so that
everybody would be alike. What was incredible about the
church, particularly churches like the one in Rome is that the
Jews stayed Jews by culture, the Gentiles stayed Gentiles,
but for the first time in history, they treated each other not
just with civility. They treated each other like family. That
caused the whole world to stand up and say, "What on earth
is going on with those folks?" The answer was: Jesus came
from heaven and changed their lives. What Jesus prayed for
is right. Real unity is the greatest testimony for Him and the
very basis for evangelism. God's church so desperately
needs to learn that principle and that power source.

Most of us grew up hearing, if you ever had a matter of
disagreement, that really there are just three possible
scenarios. You can either both be wrong, that's possible, or
one of you can be right, and the other one wrong. But if
you're disagreeing, then the two of you can't possibly both
be right. After all, you're disagreeing. Paul said, "Hear me
church, if it does not violate God's Word, let both be all
right." He asked the Romans, "Do you want to observe this
special day? That's all right. You don't want to observe that
other day? That's all right, too. Do you want to eat meat?"
That's all right. You don't care about eating meat? That's all
right, too." He concluded by stating "Accept one another,
then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to
God." (Romans 15:7)

There are a lot of things, not everything, but a lot of things
in this world where you can be different and you can be all
wrong. That's important to learn. Romans 15:7 says,
"Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you."

Three practices:
1. Use God's standards to bind the body.

I want to be clear on this because | know I've emphasized
the acceptance because that's the nature of our command.
Someone might incorrectly assume that I'm promoting
kind of a laissez-faire (deliberate abstention from
direction), a let everything go attitude that never
challenges sin, never challenges false teaching—
WRONG!  ABSOLUTELY, UNEQUIVOCALLY
WRONG! A major function of God’s Word is to protect
us by letting us know those things are neither opinions or
optional. There's never been a time when God doesn't
expect obedience from His people. But, let's be careful
not to bind on others what's beyond the teaching of God's
Word. That's exactly what the Pharisees did. If you
haven't read Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John lately, go
back and read them because Jesus’ most scathing
remarks were for the judgmental, hypocritical, narrow-
minded legalism that went beyond God's Word. Jesus
said on more than one occasion, "You're making a
mockery of God's Word."

The great danger facing God’s people in any generation

ovTog QTIYHEVOC pe ovBpdmvn opotdotnta. Kot agol
Bpébnke oty dym ¢ AvBpmTOC, TOnEIVOOE TOV €0VTO TOV
Kol €ywve vakovog pEypl Bavitov—oakope kol Bdvartog
otov otowpd!" (Pinnciovg 2:6-8) Avtdg givar o voug,.

AMAG, T onuoivel vo £XOVHE TO 1010 LLOAO O €vag LE TOV
dAdov; Znpaivel va éyelg Tov 1010 avidlotedn BuclaoTikd
vou Tov Xp1otov mov Palel Tovg GAALOVG UTPOGTA Ao TOV
€0VTO GOV OKOUO, KOl LEYPL BovaTov. AvTh €ival 1 EVIOAN.

INo ndéoa npdypata Ba Stapovodcaple av To KHPLo HEPOS NG
VooTpoTiag pog NTav: ' ayond T660 ToAD oV EVUPIcT®MG
0o mebdvo Yoo 6éva; YmoBétete 6TL antd Ba pmopovce va
LELOGEL TO. ACTILOVTO, EMIYEPNUATA; XE AYOTD TOGO TOAD
7ov Oa méBava Yo géva. H evotnra dev eivan amotéhespa
amTOAVTNG CLUEOVING 68 KAOE dmoyn. Aev £pTacav TOTE G
avtd ot Popn, kanowol and avtodg eEakorovbovcay va
ywptalov ekeiveg TiIc pépeg Kot dAhotr oyl Kdamowor amod
AVTOVG ETPOYOV KOO AOYAVIKO Kot GALOL ETPp®YOV KPEQC.
Agv elvar omotédlecpa amOALTNG cLUE®Viag o KdaOe
dmoyn.H evotntoe givor to amotéleopa 6o avOpaTV
ov Balovv To oVRPEPOV TOV GALOV TAVE OO TO OLKO
TOVG, Kol povo £tot 0a ovppei. «Eical Tov id10v poarovy
ogv onuaivel 6TL Tpémer va £YElg To pVaid pov 1 6tTL
npémel va gipor Tov pooiov oov. Xmpaiver 6Tv poli
powpalopacte 10V 010 TOV VOu TOL Xprotov. Or
nemowdnoelg pog ota mapdmievpa {ntipata oev Oa
CUULPOVOVV TTAVTA, 0ALG 0 XPLOTOS TOV PO EVAVEL Eivar
peyardtepog améd Tig amoyels mov pog ovyalovv. H
TEWGTIKY] ROPTUPIE TNG YPLOTIOVIKIG EVOTNTOAS OEV Eival
o611 gipaoTte 6ot i6101, aArd OTL EipacTE £va, TAPOLO TOV
ogv gipacte 6hot idLot.

O Adyog mov M exkkAnoio avartdydnke 1060 KO TOV TPAOTO
alova dgv gival va Kavel 6Aovg tovg Ebvikovg va yivouv
EBpaiot yio va gtvat 6Aot id1ot. Avtd Tov fTav OTIGTEVTO UE
v ekkAnoio, laitepa ekkAnocieg 6Tmg avty g Poung,
glvan 6t1 ot EPpaiot éuewvav EPpaior amd molrtiopd, ot
EBvikoi éuewvov EOvikoi, aAld ywo mpdtn @opd otnv
1GTOPI0, GUUTEPLPEPOVTAY O EVOC GTOV AAAOV O)L LOVO UE
gvyéveln. Avtypetomiav o évag Tov GALOV ooV OIKOYEVELD.
Av10 ékave 6o Tov KOGUOo va onkwbel kot va wet, "T1 oto
KaAd coppaivel pe awtovg Tovg avlpdnovg;”" H amdvimon
nrav: O Incodc Npbe and tov ovpavd Kot Tovg dAlaEe
Con. Avtd vy 1o omoio mpocevynOnke o Incovg eivon
omot10. H mpaypotikn evotnta etvon 1 peyokdtepn paptopio
v Avtov kor m dw m Pdon Yo tov evayyshopo. H
ekKAnoio Tov O=00 ypeldleTol TOGO ATEYVOOUEVO VO LABEL
0T TNV APy KoL VTN TNV TTNYT| EVEPYELOGC.

Ol 7ep1oc0TEPOL OMO EUAC UEYOAMDOOUE OKOVYOVTIOS, OV
glyate Toté€ OEua SLPOVING, OTL TPOYUATIKA VITAPYOVY LOVO
tpio mBavd oevapilo. Mmopet gite va £xete kot ot 600 Adbog,
avtd gival mhavo, gite 0 £vag amd €04g Vo, £yl OiKL0 Kat O
GAAOC va Exel GOKo. AMAG av dlapwVeite, TOTE dgv Pmopet
va &yeTe Kot o1 dVo dikto. Telkd dapwveig. O [Taviog ine:
«Axovcé pe exkAnoia, av dev mapafialer tov Adyo tov




is gradually accumulating a system of "dos and don'ts"
that often times goes beyond God's Word. It is more
cultural than Biblical. For example, before the days of air
conditioning the windows were open to help cool the
building. This allowed flies to enter. A cover, a big white
cloth cover, was placed over the bread and fruit of the
vine to keep the flies off. As time passed the building was
air conditioned, the windows were closed and flies
ceased to be a problem. Someone asked "How come
we've still have that tablecloth over the table?" Someone
replied "I don't know. Why don't we take it off?" There
wasn’t any argument about the elements of the bread or
the fruit of the vine, or about how often it was to be taken.
But great concern about the tablecloth with some
contending it was not scriptural to not have the bread and
the fruit of the vine covered while others contended that
the cover was totally insignificant. The disagreement
became so great they could no longer meet together.
They ceased to have the mind of Christ. They were no
longer united in the mind of Christ.

The same thing could be said about dress styles, hair
lengths, types of songs to sing, and a hundred other
things. You're allowed to have your convictions on those
things. But if they are beyond God's standards, then bind
them only on yourself. That's exactly what Paul said,
"Whatever you believe about these things keep between
yourself and God. Blessed is the man who does not
condemn himself by what he approves.” (Romans 14:22)

. Your greatest right is your right to forego your rights.
Jesus Christ called us to be free. "Then you will know the
truth, and the truth will set you free." (John 8:32) But if
you have opinions and they're distinctly opinions that you
can't allow any room on without being miserable, you're
not free but a slave to your opinion. Romans 14 teaches
that a mature Christian will give on an opinion, a
practice, or a conviction not designated or bound by God
for the sake of harmony for the body. The refusal to do
this is a catalyst for disharmony.

"We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the
weak and not to please ourselves." (Romans 15:1) The
number one thing that brings disunity in any church is
selfishness. | want it my way no matter what! Paul says,
"Don't let that characterize you." The truly mature
Christian realizes he or she has the option, in fact the
privilege, of giving up his rights, for the rights of others.

. The key to unity is discipleship.

"May the God who gives endurance and encouragement
give you a spirit of unity among yourselves" (notice) "as
you follow Christ Jesus." (Romans 15:5) Jesus said,
"Take up your cross and come and follow me." People
who carry crosses don't fight. They don't fight because
they've got something far more important on their minds.

If you are a disciple of Jesus Christ, you're daily dying to

®¢e00, ag eivar kot o dvo kald». Potnoe tovg Pouaiovg,
"@¢heTe Vo TNPNoETE avTY TNV Wwaitepn uépa; Agv etvan
ocwotd. Agv BéleTe vo TapaTnpOETE EKEIV TNV GAAN UéPQ;
Agv mepalet, emiong. Oélete va pdte kpéag;" Agv melpalet.
Agv oe voudlel va tpwg Kpéag, Aev mepdlet, emionc.»
katéAnée Aéyovtog «Na deyteite o Evag Tov GAAOV, AOToV,
ommg cag 0&xnke o Xp1otog, yuo va do&doete Tov Ogdy.

Yrépyovov moAAd mpdypata, Ot to WAVTO, OAAG TOAAA
TPAyHaTo GE OVTOV TOV KOGHO Omov Umopelg va sicot
SapopeTikdg Kat vo, kévels AaBog. Avto glval onpavTikd va
to pabeic. To eddpro mpog Popaiovg 15:7 Aéet, «Na deybeite
0 £V0G TOV AAAOV, AOITOV, OTIMG GOG OEYTNKE 0 XPIoTOGY.

Tpeic TpokTiKéc:
2. Xpnowuoromote To Tpdtuna Tov @0V Y10 vo déoeTe
T0 GONO.

O&o va gipat coeng oe avtd yati EEpm OTL £ TOVioEL
TNV omodoyn yloTl ovth gival 1 OO TNG EVTOANG HOG.
Kdmolog pmopet vo vroBécer AavBaouévo 61t Tpodm
éva €160g laissez-faire (oxdmpn amoyn and oknvodecia),
g 6TéoN 0QNoTE TO TAVTO VO TAVE 7OV OEV
apQofntel moté v apaptio, ToTE dev aperoPnTel
mv  yevon owaokario—AAGOX! AIIOAYTA,
ANEINII®YAAKTA AAGOX! M kipra Aertovpyia
700 Adyov Tov Bgov eivar vo pOg TPOOTUTEVEL
YVOOTOTOLAOVTOS LOS OTL TO TPAYROTO OV givon 00TE
amoOYELS 00TE TPOULPETIKG. Agv £xeL vapler oTiyp)
7oV 0 O£ldg va unv weppével vwakon amé Tov Aad Tov.
AAMG, 0C TPOGEYOVUE VO NIV OECUEVOVUE OE AALOVG
6,Tv givon wépa amd ™ Swaockariia Tov Adyov TOL
BOgov. Avto axpipoc ékavay ko ov Paproaiot. Eav
ogv &yetre owpdacer mpéopara Ttov MatOaio, TOV
Mépxko, Tov Aovkd ko tov lodvvny, emotpiyTe Kol
010pfaoTe TOVG YIOTL 01 TO KOVGTIKEG TUPATIPCELS
10V Incov 1MTOv Yo TOV ETIKPLTIKO, VTOKPLTIKO,
OTEVOVOAO VOpKIGNO Tov Cemépace Tov Adyo Tov
BOeov. O Inoolg cime oe meproodtepeg amd pio
nepuntooels: «Eogig kopoidevere Tov Adyo TOL
Ogov».

O peydrog kivouvog Tov ovTipeT®ilel o Aadg Tov G0l
0€ OTMOWONTOTE YEVIAL OLGCMPELEL OTASIKA EVol
CUOTNUO «TPEMEL KOL OEV TPEMELY OV TOAAEG POPES
vrepPaivel tov Adyo tov ®eov. Eivor mepiocotepo
TOAMTIOTIKO Topa PiAiko. T mopdaderyua, mpv amd Tig
UEPEG TOL KALLATIGUOV TO TapABupol TV avoryTd yio vol
BonBnoovy oty Yyoén tov KTipiov. AvTo ETETPEYE OTIS
poyeg vo etoélbovv. ‘Eva kdhivppoa, éva peydio Aguko
VOAGUATIVO KAV LLLLOL, TOTTOOETOVVTOY TAV® 0o TO Yo
KOl TOV KOPTO TOL GUTEALOD Y10 VO KPOTHOOVV TIG HOYEG
paxpd. Kabdg mepvovoe m opo 10 KTipto fTov
Kapatilopevo, ta mapdbopa NToV KAEIOTA KOl 01 LOYEG
énoyav vo anotehovv Tpofinua. Kamrolog patnoe "Ilog
yivetal va €yovpe akdpa avtd to TpoamefoudvTIA0 TEV®
amo 1o tpomely;" Kanowog amavinoe "Aev E€pw. [Nati dgv
10 PydAovpe;" Aegv vanpye Kovéva emyeipnpa yuo To




self, and if self is dying, then you do not quibble over
petty issues. "Accept one another, then, just as Christ
accepted you." It would amaze us just how united we
could be if our focus was on Christ and sharing Him with
the world that doesn't know Him. Dying to self daily will
let Him live in us more each day. Discipleship really is
the key to unity.

If you're not united with Jesus, you can't be united with
everybody else. But if you are in Christ, then you can
have the mind of Christ, and that will allow you to be of
one mind then with all the other believers in God's
church, wherever it may assemble. There is only one way
to be united with Christ, you must die to sinful self and
be buried with Him for Him to raise you to the new life

and add you to His Body, His church. Amazing Grace #1309,
Steve Flatt, April 13, 1997

Encouraging One Another

Encouraging one another is so important whether you're
talking about a family, a person, a ministry or a church. The
real question is what role are we playing, building up or
tearing down?

Our launching pad today is 1 Thessalonians 5:11. It's a
launching pad because it's just one of several verses in the
New Testament where we're commanded to encourage one
another. Paul wrote to that church stating, "Therefore
encourage one another and build each other up, just as in
fact you are now doing."

Biblical encouragement can be examined by five questions.

1. What are we talking about when we talk about
encouragement?

Most people associate encouragement with flattery or

compliments or trite little expressions like: "Oh you look

nice today" or "Have a nice day," or "Take care." That's not

what encouragement is. Those expressions are fine, nothing

wrong with them, but they are not Biblical encouragement.

Encouragement means to put courage in. Isn't that a great
concept? | encourage a fellow human being when | instill in
his or her heart courage to face the world, that's
encouragement. The Greek root word translated encourage
in our New Testament is paracollatos, the verb form of the
noun, paraclete. Paraclete which means to lay alongside.
Jesus said there will be a comforter. Some translations use
the word “encourager” who will come alongside you for the
purpose of building up your life. (John 14) He was referring,
of course, to the coming of the Holy Spirit, and that is
exactly what the Spirit does. His Spirit lays alongside our
Spirit to encourage us.

Paracollatos is used 109 times in the New Testament. Most
of the time it's translated encourage, sometimes exhort,
sometimes comfort, but put all together you get the biblical

GTOLEID TOV YMHULOV 1} TOL KOPTOL TOL GUTEMOV, 7 Y10
TO OGO cLYVA £npene va To AapPdvete. AAAG peydin
avnovyia yw To TPamefOUAVTIAO HE KATO0LG Vo
vrootnpifovv 6t dev NTAV YPAPIKO Vo unv KOADTTOVTOL
10 Yyoul Kot 0 KOpmOS TOL OUTEAOD, €V (GAAOL
vrooTNPEAV OTL TO KAALUUA (TOV EVTEADC aonavto. H
Slpmvia £yve TOGO PEYAAN TTOV OEV UTOPOVGAY TAEOV
va cuvavtnBovv. Erayav va £€xovv to vou Tov Xp1oTtov.
Agv ftav TAEOV EVOUEVOL GTO LLOAD TOV XPLGTOL.

To dw0 mpaypo Bo pmopovoe vo emwbel Yoo To GTUA
VTUGIHOTOC, TO UK HOAALDV, T €01 TPAYOLIUDY TOV
TPEMEL VO TPAYOLONGETE KOl EKOTO GAAN TPAYMOTOL.
Emutpénetan va €xete 11 memonoelg cag yo vt ta
npaypata. AAAG ov etvon Tépa amd ta TpdTLTA TOL B0V,
TOTE 0€0TE TAL LOVO E TOV €0LTO G0G. AVTO aKPLPMG gime
o [laviog, «O,1t motedelg yU' avtd, vo 10 KPaATdg
avdpeco ce céva kol otov ®gd. Mokdplog eivar o
avBpomog mov dev KOTASIKALEL TOV EQVTO TOV UE AVTH
mov eykpivew. (Popaiovg 14:22)

2.To peyalitepo SIKaiMUd 60C £ival TO d1Kaiond 6o va.
noportnOeite ond  to  dwkaroperd coc.0 Incovg
Xplotog pog Kaieoe va gipoote erevBepol. «Tote Oa
yvopicete v oAndewe, kor mn  oiffsw Ba  cog
elevbepmoely (Imdvvng 8:32) AAAG av €xete amdyelg
Ko ivan EexdBapeg amdyeLg Yia TIG omoieg dev pmopeite
va apnoete Kavéva nepldplo yopic va giote dOAoL, dev
gloat erevBepog aAld okAaPog g yvoung cov. To mpog
Popaiovg 14 d1ddokel 011 évag opyog Xplotovog o
OMGEL L1aL YVOUY], L0 TPOKTIKN 1 o TEnoinon mov dev
éxel opotel N deopevtel and tov Ogd Yo xapn G
appoviag vy to copa. H dpvnon va yiver owtd eivon
KaToAVTNG Yo Sucapuovia.

«Epeig mov elpoote duvotol mpémel va, avtéyovpe Tig
0OLVOUIES TMV AdVVAU®OY KOl OYL VO EVYOPIGTOVLE TOV
€avto pocy. (Popaiovg 15:1) To v’ apBuov éva mpdrypo
7oV PEPVEL Oy oOvolo oe Kabe exkAncia gival 0 eymIoUoC.
To 0éhw ommg kL av yivel! O IMadviog Aéet: «Mnv apncete
avtd va oag yopoktnpicew. O ainbwva  ®pipog
Xpilotiavdg cuveldntonolel OTL €xEL TNV EMAOYT, OTNV
TPOYUATIKOTNTA TO TPOVOMO, va moportmbel omd Tta
KOO UATA TOV, Y10, TO, SIKOLDHOTO TOV GAADV.

4. To k)16l ywo Tnv gvétnTa givor n podnreia.

«EiBg 0 B@gbdg mov divel vmopovn Kot evBdppvvon va oog
dMGEL TVEL LA EVOTNTOG LETAED 000» (onpeimon) «kabmg
akolovbeite tov Xpiotd Incovy. (Popaiovg 15:5) O
Incovtg eine: «XNkwoe Tov 6TALPO GOV Kol EAN VO LE
akolovOnoeigy. O dvBpomol Tov Kovforobv GTALPOVG
dgv TOOK®MVOVTOL AgV TCOKOVOVTOL YTl £X0uV KdTL
TOAD 7O GNLOVTIKO GTO HVOAO TOVC.

Av egloar poOnme tov Incod Xpiotov, mebaivelg
KaOnpepva yio Tov €0To 6oV, Kot av Tedaivels 0 0vTdC
o0V, TOTE 08V TOCOKMVEGOL Yo, oonpoavta Béuata. «No
degyteite 0 évag tov dAlov, Aoudv, dnwc cag 6ExOnKe o




idea of encouragement. One man's definition says,
"Encouragement is the expression to help someone become
a better Christian when life is rough.” That's what
encouragement is; that's putting courage in the heart.

Focus more on affirmation than appreciation. That may
seem like a subtle difference to you, but it's really pretty
major. Appreciation is usually for what somebody has done,
it’s performance based. I appreciate you for what you did,
your accomplishments. There’s nothing wrong with
appreciation, but affirmation is more valuable. | appreciate
you rather than something you've done for me. When we
affirm, we encourage.

2. Who is responsible for the

encouragement?

ministry  of

a. Preachers—"We sent Timothy, who is our brother and
God's fellow worker in spreading the gospel of Christ,
to strengthen and encourage you in the faith." (1
Thessalonians 3:2)

b. Teachers—Those who were teaching went everywhere
encouraging the brethren. (Acts 15) You see
encouragement is a vital part of preaching and teaching.
| try never to construct a lesson by God's guidance
without including in it elements of encouragement even
if it's a lesson that may sting because it may rebuke us
for our sin. But at the same time, we need to be built up
to have the courage to live the way God wants us to live.

c. Elders, pastors, overseers and bishops—Titus 1 is a
chapter that lists a criteria for elders, the kind of people
they need to be. "He must hold firmly to the trustworthy
message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage
others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose
it." (Titus 1:9) Elders are to be men who know the truth,
and who handle the truth rightly so that people are built
up. That is extremely important. | have found invariably
that churches that have leaders whose members do not
respect them are discouraged churches. The converse of
that is true; churches that have leadership they do
respect are inevitably encouraged churches. It is
incumbent upon elders to be encouragers.

d. Those who are gifted to encourage. Romans 12:5-8 lists
areas of spiritual giftedness. As you go down through
the list, one of those gifts is encouragement. Notice the
gift of encouragement is listed separately from the gift
of teaching. In other words, teachers are encouragers,
but you don't have to be a teacher to be an encourager.
There are some people who have been gifted and
talented by God to be able to share that buoying spirit in
the life of another. One Biblical example is Barnabas but
that was not his real name. His real name was Joseph of
Cyprus, but they named him Barnabas which means son
of encouragement.

Xpotdéey. Qo poc e&émintie moOco  evopévol Oa
UTOPOVCUUE VO EIUACTE OV ETKEVIPOVOLOGTAY GTOV
Xp1ot6 kot vo, Tov polpactodue e ToV KOGUO oV OgV
Tov yvopilet. To vo mebaiver ywo tov €avtd TOL
kaOnpepwvd Ba Tov apnoet va et péoa pag teptocdtepo
Kkd0e pépa. H pabnreia eivar mpaypotikd to kA&l yio
v evotnto.

Edv dev elote evopévor pe tov Incov, dev umopeite va
elote evopévor pe 6A0VG Tovg dAAoVS. AAAG av gioTe gv
Xplotd, T0TE pUmopeite vo (ETE TO VOL TOL XPIGTOV, KAl
avtd Bo cog EMTPEWEL VA, £YETE TO 1010 TVELULO TOTE UE
OAOVC TOVG AAAOVG TGTOVG GTNV €KKANGio. Tov Bgo0,
oMoV K1 av cuykevtpmBel. Ymhpyel povo évag tpomog yio
va evobeig pe tov Xpioto, mpénel va mebdvelg yo Tov
aUOPTOAO €00TO 6oL Kot va Toeeic pali Tov yio va og
avePdaoetl ot véa {on Kot vo. og TPocHicel 6To ZdA
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Ev@appivovrog o £vag Tov Griov

To va evBapphvete 0 €vog Tov GAAOV glval TOGO GNUOVTIKO
glte pAdte Yo owkoyévela, atopo, dtakovia 1 ekkAncia. To
TpAyHaTIKO epdTRa glvarl Tt poAo mailovue, ytilovpe M
ykpepiCoue;

H e&édpa exto&evong onuepa eivar 1 Osooarovikeig 5:11.
Eivar éva onpeio extd&evong yuoti givar povo €va amd to
ToAAG edapia g Kavng Atabnkng 6mov £yovue EVIoAn va
evBappOvovpe o évag tov dAlov. O Tlaviog €ypoye oe
ekeivn v ekkinoio dnAdvovtog: «I't” avutd evBappvvete o
évag Tov AoV Kol otkodopeite o évag tov GAlov, Om®S
aKPIPDOG KAVETE TOPOY.

H Biprn evBdppovon upmopei va efetootel pe mévie
EPOTNCELC.

3. To v phape étav pkape Yo evldppovon;

O mepiocoTepol avhpwmol cuvdéovy TV evbdppuvon e
KOAOKELD 1] KOUTALLEVTO 1) TETPIUUEVEC HIKPES EKQPAGELS
ommg: «Qy, paivesor wpaio onuepor 1 «Kain cov pépor 1
«Na mpocéyeicy. Agv givar avtd M evBdppuven. Avtég ot
EKQPACELS gival KaAEG, OV LITAPYEL TITOTO KAKO UE OVTEG,
aALG dev amotehovv Bk evBappuvon.

EvBdappuovon onuaiver va Paleig 0dappog. Agv  gival
eEapetikn 10€a; EvBappive évav cuvavBpmmd tov Otav
TOV/TNG EVOTAAGE® KOVPAYLO VO OVTIUETOTIGEL TOV KOGHO,
avtd sivor evBappoven. H eddnvien pila AéEn mov
petappaletar evhoppove oty Kown pog Awbnkn eivan
TOPOKOAGTOC, O PNUOTIKOG TUTOG TOV  OVGLUGTIKOV,
paraclete. Paraclete mov onpaivel Eomidvo dimha. O Incovg
gine 6t Bo vmap&er évag mapnyopntc. Opiopéveg
UETAPPAGCELG YpNOIHoTOL00V TN AEEN «evBdppuven» Tov Oa
épbel oimAa oag yuo va eTiaéete ) (o1 oag. (Imdvvng 14)
Avagpepotav, euoikd, oty éievon tov Ayiov ITveduartog,




We read about Barnabas first in Acts 4, when he went
and sold a field, took all the proceeds, and laid it at the
apostles' feet. Don't you know that put courage in the
apostles' hearts? Then we read in Acts 9 that a fellow by
the name of Saul of Tarsus had been persecuting the
church. He had been converted, but no one trusted him
early on. A fellow by the name of Bar-na-bas, the son of
encouragement, went and stood at his side and put
courage in his heart. Next, Barnabas goes to help a
fledgling Gentile church in Antioch. (Acts 11) Barnabas
appears to have been putting courage in somebody else.
He had the gift of encouragement.

The entire body ultimately has the responsibility. Sure,
not everyone is as gifted as some, but each of us has the
responsibility to encourage. "Therefore encourage one
another and build each other up." (1 Thessalonians 5:11)
That's not addressed to preachers, that's addressed to the
entire body. Some parts are better at it than others. But
as with our physical bodies all the members of the body
come to help that body part in need. The same thing
here—the entire spiritual body encourages those
members in need. Frankly, it's not healthy for an entire
church to be dependent upon a few members to do all
the encouraging. You need many, many, many people
building up what a few are constantly trying to tear
down. So we're all in this ministry of encouragement.

3. When do we encourage?

a.

Encourage when assemblies together. "And let us
consider how we may spur one another on toward love
and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as
some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one
another—and all the more as you see the Day
approaching." (Hebrews 10:24-25) That says very
clearly that the primary reason Christians assemble is to
encourage.

All my life I've heard and read Hebrews 10:24-25 from
the old King James Bible, "Forsake not the assembly."
I've heard it always in the context you come to church
meaning assemble together. But | seldom heard the next
part which was right there in the same verse “so that you
can be encouraged and so you can encourage.”

"What is it that you can do when you assemble that you
can't do at home?" That's a pretty good question because
you can do almost everything at home that you can do
here. Can you pray at home? Sure. Can you preach? Yes.
Can you sing? Sure, you can sing at home. What about
the Lord's Supper? Sure. The Lord's Supper is taken to
shut-ins and to people in the hospitals. You can do
almost any part of what you do at church—you can give
athome. So—what is it that you can do when assembled
together that you can't do at home? You can encourage
each other. You can't do that at home. You can't do that

kol avtd akpiPog kaver to Ilvevpa. To Ilvedpo Tov
Bpioketon dimha oto [Tvedpa pog yuo vo pag evBappuovet.

Hoparxoiarogypnowonoteiton 109 @opég ommv  Kovn
Awbnkn. Tig mepiocodtepec Qopég  petappdleTal
evBoppLVTIKO, AAAOTE TTPOTPOTY, GALOTE TTOPNYOPLH, OAAG
aBpoifovtag OAa pall éxete ™ PPl Wéa NG
evBappuvone. O opiopdc evog avopa Aéet: «H evBdppovon
glvar n éxppaon va Pondac kdmoov va, yivel KaAbtepOg
Xplotovog otav n oM eltvar okAnpny». Avtd elvar 1
evBappouvon. avtod Balel Bappog 6TV Kapoid.

Eotidote mepiocodtepo omv  emiPefaivon mapd otnv
ektiunon. Avtd pmopel vo oog @aivetol cov pio AERTH
deopd, oAAG elvar TPOyUaTIKA TOAD onupovtiky. H
ektipnon etvar cuvnBwg Y avTd oL £XEL KAVEL KATOLOG,
Baciletar otnv amddoon. e eKT® Yo 0,TL EKOVEG, Y10, TO
emTevYHATd 0oV, AgV VTTAPYEL TIMOTO KAKO LE TNV EKTIUNON,
aAAG M emiPePaionon gival To TOADTIUN. Xg EKTIUGD Kot Oyt
Kétt mov €xelg kdver yio péva. Otov emPePfordvoupe,
evBoppOVoLLE.

4. Towg ¢eivan vmevBvvog
gvlappovoncg;

Yoo 10 vmovpyeio

a. lepoxnpukec— «Xtethape tov Tiudbeo, mov eivor
AOEAPOG LLOG KOt GuvePYATNG Tov Bg00 6T 0140061 TOV
guoyyeAiov Tov XpILoTov, Yo VO GOG EVIOYDOEL KOl VO
oag evBappivel oty miotny. (1 Oeccalovikeig 3:2)

b. Adokoror—Ocor  didackav  mHyowvev — wovTod
evBappivovrog toug aderpovg. (ITpa&eig 15) BAénete
ot 1 evBappuvon etvar {oTikd PéPog Tov KNPOYUOTOG
Kot ¢ oackorioc. [Ipoomadd va unv Kotackevdom
woté€ €va, pabnuo, pe v kabodnynon tov Geod ywpig
va cvunepAdfm og avtd otoryeio evBappuvong axkouo
KL av glvat éva pabnpo Tov Pnopel voL TOLUTNGEL ENEON
umopel va pog emmAngel yio v apoption pog. AAAG
TOVTOYPOVO, TPETEL VO TIGTOVUE DOTE VA £YOVLE TO
0appoc va Covpe Ommg BErel 0 Ogdc va (ovpe.

c. Ilpecforepor, mowévec, emickomor kar enickonmor—O
Titog 1 givon éva kepdAaio Tov TapabETEL KPITHPLAL Yol
Tovg TPESPuTEPOVC, TO €I00C TV AVOPOTOV TOL TPETEL
va gival. «lIpéner va tpel otabepd 10 0a&lomIoTO
pqvope Omeg €xel dwaybel, dote vo pmopel va
evBoppbvel tOoug GAAOVG pe opBO ddypo Kol va
dronyendel 6covg avtitibeviol g awtoy. (Titog 1:9) O
npecPitepol Tpémel va eivar dvBpwmotl mov yvwpilovv
v oAnBeia kot mov yepifovror v aAndeln cword,
moTte o1 GvBpwmot vo dopovvtal. Avtod gival eEapeTikd
onuavtikd. Eyo dwmotdost mivio Ot or ekkAnoieg
OV €XOVV MYETEC TV OTOIV T LEAN gV TOLG GERovTaL
glvan amoBappouvpéves ekkinoieg. To aviioTpoo avtov
givar aAnfeta. O ekkdnoieg mov £yovv Nyecio T1g 0moieg
oéPovtan avamogevkta evBappivovtal ekkAnoiec. Eival
KkafnKov tev Tpecfutépwv va eivarl evOappuvTIKA.




isolated from other Christians.

Now here is a question: Which would be more wrong?
Not to assemble, or not to do what God says to do when
you assemble? That's a pretty good question. Some
Christians have an idea that you come, sit, listen and
leave. "Whew, that's that, I've got that done for a week."
They miss the command that we're here to encourage
one another. | hope you assemble with a mindset of
where's a brother or sister that | can build up today. Yes,
we can do that when we sing to each other, and when
we pray for each other. But we primarily do it one-on-
one when we look at each other, love each other, shake
hands, hug one another, and when our conversations go
beyond, "Sure is raining outside, isn't it?" We gather
together to build each other up. We encourage at every
assembly.

b. Encourage at every opportunity. It's not just when we
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assemble. "See to it, brothers, that none of you has a
sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living
God. But encourage one another daily, as long as it is
called today, so that none of you may be hardened by
sin's deceitfulness." (Hebrews 3:12-13) That clearly
says our responsibility to encourage one another is ever
present. We are to encourage one another daily. By the
way, that word has significant implications of what kind
of body relationship we're supposed to have. We're
supposed to encourage one another daily, but some of
us don't even have contact weekly.

Now don't misunderstand what I'm saying. I'm not
suggesting that this week, everybody call everybody
else. Let me give you the illustration; take the physical
body analogy again. You see, no member of my body is
directly connected to every other member of the body.
My foot is not touching my hand; at least by the way
they are aligned in the body. No cell in my body is
touching every other cell. But, every cell in my body is
touching at least one other cell. Every member of my
body, every appendage, is touching at least one other
part of my body, and that's what we need to do. You
can't be connected to everybody.

Every Christian cannot be personally connected to every
other Christian on a daily basis. That's why it's
everybody's responsibility to encourage daily. You need
to be connected to somebody, and they need to be
connected to you to such a degree that you have virtually
daily contact. We need to have brothers and sisters in
the Lord who love us and know us, spurring us on every
day.

Why encourage?
re talking about really getting into people's lives and
ding each other up. Why do we do it?

a. We need to encourage one another because of the

deceitfulness of sin. (Hebrews 3:13) Never

d. Avtoi mov sivar mpowiouévor vo gvBappivouvv.To
€000 Popaiovg 12:5-8 anapBpuel toueic mvevpotikng
yopopatikotntoc. Kabog mnyaivete ot Alota, éva omd
avtd T ddpa gival n evBGppLVON. ENUEIDOOTE OTL TO
dmpo ¢ evBdppvvong mapatifetar yop1otd amd TO0
dmpo g dwackaAiag. Me dAla Adyla, ot ddcKorol
elvanr evBoppovtikoi, oAAd dev ypetdleton va egioon
0GoKOAOG Yoo va glool vOoppLVTIKOG. YTapyouv
pepkoi avOpwmot Tov £oVV TPOIKIGTEL KAl TOANVTOVYO
amd Tov ®gd ylo vo HmopovV va LopacTodV ouTd TO
dvvapotikd mvevpa ot Lo kdmoov diiov. 'Eva
Bprkod mapdderypa eivar o Bapvdafog, aArd avtd dev
NTav 10 TPAyHOTIKO Tov Ovopa. To mpaypotikd Tov
ovopo Nrov loone o Kidmpog, aArd tov ovopocav
Bapvéfa mov onpaivel yio tng evlappovong.

Awpdacape yio tov Bapvéfo mpota otic Ilpdéeic 4,
OTOV TNYE Kol TOVANGE Eva Y®PApt, THPE O T EG0OM
Kol To £fake 0TO TOSLO TOV OTOCTOA®V. Agv E€peTe OTL
éPake Bappog oTIG KOPIEG TOV AMOGTOAMV; XM
ouvéyetla dfalovue otig Ipdaeig 9 611 Kdmolog e To
ovopo Zoovd omd v Tapod katadioke Ty ekkAnacia.
Elye mpoonivtiotel, aldd kovelg dgv Tov eumioTedTnKe
a6 vopic. ‘Evag tonog pe to 6vopa Mrap-va-umag, o
Y10G NG evBappuveng, Tye Kol oTaONKe GTO TAELPO
Tov ko1 £Bare BGppog GtV KOPSLE TOV. LT GLVEXELD, O
Bapvéfoc mmyaiver va Ponbioelr pi veocsvotartn
ekkAnoia tov EBvav oty Avtoyswo. (Ilpa&eig 11) O
Bapvéafog gaivetar 6ti £€dive Bdppog oe Kamowov GAro.
Eiye 10 ydpiopa g evhappuvone.

e. Tnv evbovn €yetl tehd 6A0 T0 coua. Eiyovpa, dgv ival
0A0L TOGO TPOIKICUEVOL OGO KATO101, OAAG 0 KaBEvag
amod eudc €xel v evbovn va evBappovel. « IV avtod
evBappOveTe 0 Evag Tov GALOV Kot 0 €vag otkodoun(ete
tov GAovy». (1 @sgococolovikeic 5:11) Avtd  dev
amgvfivetol oe Kpukeg, amevdivetal 6 0AOKANPO TO
oopa. Mepucd pépn givor KoAOTEp 6€ AVTO Ao GANQ.
AMG OTIOG GLUPALVEL LLE TA QLGIKE LG COUATO, OA TO
HEAN TOL ocOUATOG €pyovial va Pondncovv avtd To
HEPOG TOL GMUATOG OV €xel avaykn. To 1610 mpdyua
£0( - OMOKANPO TO TVEVUATIKO GO0 EVOpPOVEL EKEIVA
To. WEAN ov €yovv avaykr. Etukpwva, dev givar vytég
Y pe. oAGKAN PN ekkAncia va e&optdtol amd pepikd
HEAN Yo Vo KAvouy OAa To evBappuvTikd. Xpetdleoat
TOALOVC, TOALOVC, TOAAOVG 0VOPOTOVG Va. XTicoVY aVTd
7oV Ayol Tpoomafovv cuveydg va ykpepicovv. Eipoote
Aomdv 6Aotl og awTd TO LVITOLPYEiLD EVOAppPLVENG.

3.I16te evBappiOvovue;

éva. EvBappovere otav ocuvvobpoilovtor poli. «Kot og
OVOAOYIOTOVLE TTAG LITOPOVE VO TAPUKIVOOUE O £VOG
TOV GAAOV TTPOG TNV arydmn Kol TIG KOAES TPAEELS. Ag Unv
gykotaieiyovpe ™ cuvavinon, 6mwg ocvvnbilovv va
Kévouv pepwoi, oAAd ag evBapplOvovpe o €vog Tov
A ov—rkat akdun meptocdTepo dmwg PAénete H pépa




underestimate the power of Satan and his determination
to discourage us to the point of quitting and turning
away from God. Body members severed from the body
die. What were to happen if my big toe were cut off from
my foot? You know what will happen, it's going to
putrefy and decay. The old devil knows that if he can
just get a child of God isolated and cut off from
circulation, then he will get spiritual gangrene, and he
will die.

What temptation is Satan trying to use on you right
now? Is he trying to use pride, lust, just old
discouragement, fear, uncontrolled anger, doubt, guilt or
rebellion? What's he trying to work on you with?
Whatever the temptation, his ultimate goal is to pull you
away. He is trying to cut you off from Christ's body and
the flow of His life-saving blood. The other members of
His body are clutching on to you saying, "No, no, don't
go. You need to stay, because you've got to be part of
the body, and you are important." That’s
encouragement.

We make a grave mistake when we assume that
everybody's spiritual health can be taken for granted.
Nobody's spiritual health can be. That's why we need to
encourage one another to help overcome the
deceitfulness of sin.

b. The reality of trials and troubles. It's no surprise to you

that this world is just filled with suffering, pain, trial and
trouble. That's here because we live in a fallen world,
but God has allowed it to stay. That gives some people
some problems. We can't get off talking about the
theology of why there is suffering and pain in our world,
but one thing God has made clear. "I've even allowed it
to happen so that you will grow through it and
understand how badly you need me." But the other part
of that is we also learn from our trials and troubles how
badly we need each other.

Not very many of us have our lives as neatly ordered as
our apparel. There are people who desperately need
encouragement. But they'll only take off the veneer,
open up and let you know they need encouraging if they
really sense that the ministry of encouragement is taken
seriously. We need to encourage brothers and sisters
because Satan is trying to pick us off one by one.

5. How do we encourage?
It's not simply by little trite expressions or flattery. How do
you really encourage one another as long as it's called today?

a.

We remind each other of God's promise. For one
example, Paul is writing to a discouraged church. The
whole church is worried because they are expecting
Jesus to come back any minute. Some of their relatives
have already died. They're all sad and saying, "Oh no,
they've missed Jesus’ coming. They died before He
came back." So in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 Paul states

minowdlew. (EPpaiovg 10:24-25) Avtd Aéel molv
EekdBapa OTL 0 TPOTAPYIKOG AOYOS TOV Ol XPloTLHVOl
cuvabpoilovtal ival yio va evBapphvouv.

Xe 6An pov ™ Con dxovya kot diaPaca to EPpaiovg
10:24-25 and v woid Bipio tov Baoiuid lokdpov,
«Mnv gykataieinelg  cvvéhevony. To dkovya mévta
670 TAOIG1O OV €PYEGOL OTNV EKKANGIO TOL onpaivel
ovykevipmvesol polil. AAAG 6Tavio AKOVGO TO ETOUEVO
Hépog mov NTav akplBog kel oTov 1010 6TiX0 «DOTE VO
umopeite va evBopphveote kol €I6L Vo UTOPELTE Va
evBappOveTey.

"Tt elvar ovtd6 mov pmopeic va  kdhvelg Otav
GUVOPUOLOYELG Kot deV UTOPEIC va KAvVELG 610 omity”
Avti etvon P moAd KaAn epdTNoM Yol pmopeite vo
K@vete oyedodvV 1O MAVIO GTO OMITL TOL WUTOPEite va
Kévete €d®. Mmopeite va mpocevynbeite oto omity;
Ziyovpog. Mmopeite va kavete knpuyua; Noi. Mropeig
va tpayovdnoels? uoikd, pmopeite va TpoyovdnceTe
oto omnit. Tt yiveton pe 1o Aginvo tov Kupiov;
Ziyovpog. O Aeginvog tov Kvuplov petaepépetor ota
KAEWOTA Kol ©TOVG avOpdmOVE GTO VOGOKOUEla.
Mmnopeite va Kavete oyedOV OTOI0OMTOTE UEPOG OLTOV
OV KAVETE GTNV EKKANGIOL — UTOpPEiTE VUL ODGETE GTO
omitt. Aowmbébv—r1 pmopeite vo  kdévere  Otav
cuvapuoloyeite pall Kot dev pmopeite vo KOVETE GTO
onit, Mropeite va evBappuvete o évog tov GAAOV. Agv
umopeite va 10 KAveTe aVTd 610 omitl. Agv pmopeic va
TO KAVELS AVTO ATOUOVMOUEVOG ad AALOVG XPLoTLOVOUC.

Taopa tibeton éva epdtnua: [Toto Oa Hrav wo Adbog; Na
LNV GUYKEVIPAOVEGAL 1] VO UMV KAVELG AVTO OV AEEL O
®edg va Kdvelg 6tav cvykevipdvesol, Avti eival pio
ToAD KOAN epdTnoT. Mepwkoi Xpiotiavol Exovv v
Wéa 0Tl épyeoar, kabeoar, akovg kal eevyelc. «Ovdov,
avTd gival awtd, To £Y® KAVEL E0M Kot po EBSOUASOY.
Tovg ybvovv v &vioAn OTL &ipoote €00 Yoo va
evBappiOvovpe o évag tov dAlov. EAmilm va éxete pia
VOOTpOTia Yo TO TOV gival Evag adeA@Og 1 ol adeAen
OV UTOP® VoL dNoVPYRcm onuepa. Nat, uropodpe vo
TO KAVOULE OTO OTOV TPAYOLOAUE O £VaG GTOV GANOV
K0l OTOV TPOGEVYOHOGTE O £VOG Yl TOV GALOV. AAAL TO
Kévovpe Kuplwg évag mpog évav otav KortalOUaoTE,
ayomdpe o €vag tov GAAov, ooQiyyovue T Y¥Epla,
aykolalovpe o £vag Tov GAAOV Kot 6Tav ot GLENTHOELS
pog Eemepvoiv, "Ziyovpa Ppéyxetl E&m, 1ol dev givar;"”
Molevopaocte vy va yticoope o évag tov GAAOV.
EvBappidvouie og kabe cuvérevon.

ol. EvBappovere pe kdbe evkarpia. Agv eivar povo otav

cuvapuoroyovue. «Ilpocé€te, adel@oi, kavévag amod
€00G Vo UV £€xel apOpPTOAN, ATIOT Kopdld OV Vo
amopokpovetol omd tov (oviovd Bgd- oAb va
gvBappOvete 0 £vag Tov dAlov kadnuepivd, 66o Aéyetal
GNHEPU, Y10 VOL LTV OKANPOVEL KAVEIG ad TV amdTn g
apaptioc. ." (EBpaiovg 3:12-13) Avtd Aéer Egkdbapa




these magnificent promises about the coming of Jesus.
He said, “Don’t worry about the dead; they are the ones
who will rise first. Therefore, encourage one another
with these words." See, whenever we gather, if someone
is vulnerable enough to share with you, don't use trite
statements or preach to him, but remind him of God's
promises. He has promised to always be with us, hear
every prayer we utter, take away our sins if we confess
them and lay them before Him, give us strength in time
of need, and never allow us to have more put on us that
we're able to bear. Those are magnificent promises and
when reminded of them you will have the courage to go
on.

b. Granting genuine forgiveness. Paul, when writing to the
church in Corinth, said there was a brother who was in
some really deliberate and awful sin but he repented and
some of them were holding him at arm's length. "Now
instead, you ought to forgive and comfort him, so that
he will not be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow." (2
Corinthians 2:7) The word comfort is that same Greek
word, paracollatos that could just as easily be rendered
encourage. See, forgiveness has to be visibly extended
in order to be received.

| love the story of the fellow who went to the counselor
because his marriage was having trouble. The counselor
said, "What's the problem?" He said, "Every time we
have a fight, my wife gets historical." The counselor
said, "You mean hysterical." He said, "No, | mean
historical. She brings up every bad thing I've ever done."
Now | hope you can't relate to that in your marriage, but
some people can. You must forgive to be forgiven.

Clara Barton, the founder of the American Red Cross,
was a gracious lady, and on one occasion was reminded
by a friend of hers of what someone had said about her
that was so awful, so slanderous. Miss Barton said, "I
don't know what you're talking about." The friend said,
"Oh come on, the papers covered it, and everybody was
talking about it." She went on three or four minutes.
Finally, Clara Barton interrupted and said, "Oh, oh, oh
that. I distinctly remember forgetting that." You know
we don't really forget, but we can make a conscious
choice to not let it affect the way we treat that person or
anyone related to it.

Sometimes and in some places, people repent of their
sins, but they're made to feel like second-class
Christians. You know that's not right. If you do that to
someone else, you're not only not encouraging them,
you're discouraging them.

Immediately following a list of people of great faith the
Hebrews writer states "Therefore, since we are
surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us
throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so
easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the

5.

0TI M VBV pag va evBappOvou e 0 Evag Tov dALO glval
navto mopovoa. [Ipémel va evBappvivovpe o €vag Tov
dAdov kafnuepwva. [oapepmimtoviog, avt) N AEEN €xel
ONUOVTIKES GUVETELES Y10 TO €006 TNG GYEONG CMOUATOG
mov  vmotifeton  Ott €yovpe.  Ymotifetar  OTL
evBoppOvovpe o évag tov GAAov kaBnuepivd, oAAid
UEPIKOT o ELLAG OEV EYOVUE KAV ETAPT KAOE EBSopAdA.

Taopa pnv moapeEnynbeic 1t Aéw. Aev Tpoteivo avtn v
ePdoudda vo Kohéoovy Olol Toug dAlove. Emttpéyte
LoV Vo 60,6 dDG® TNV EIKOVA. TapTE EOva TNV avoroyia
TOV QLOIKOV couatos. BAémete, wavéva pélog tov
COUOTOC OV deV GUVOEETAL (e pe KAOE GANO UEAOC
oV cOUATOS Lov. To oL pov dev ayyiletl To XEpt Hov.
TovAdylotov amd tov Tpdmo mov vbuypappifovrol 6To
copo. Kavéva kdtrapo oto copa pov dev ayyiletl kade
Ao wuttapo. Opmg, kdbe KOTTOPO GTO GOMO WOV
ayyilel tovAdyiotov éva dAdo Kottapo. Kdbe péhog tov
oOUOTOC 1oV, Kabe eEdptnua, ayyilel TovAdyioTov Eva
GAAO UEPOC TOL CAOUOTOG MOV, KOL OVTO TPEMEL Vo
Kkévovpe. Aev umopeic va gioot cuvdederévog e OAOVG.

Kdabe Xpiotiavog dev pumopel vo cuvoéeTal TPOSOTIKA
pe kéBe dAlo Xprotiavo og kabnuepwvr| Baon. [ avtod
glvar guBbvn OAwv va evBappvvouvpe KoOMueEPVA.
[pénetl va glote cuvOedepévol e KATO10V, Kol ovTOS
npénel va, glvar cuvdedepévos pali oag og 1€to1o Pabud
moTe va £xete oyedov Kabnuepvi emaen. Xpetdletot va
€yovpe 00eAPOVC Kol 0dEAPEC otov Kvplo mov pog
ayomovv Kot pog yvopilovv, @bmvrog pag kabe uépa.

INoti va evBappovers;

MiAGpe Yio VoL IOV UE TPOYUATIKA 0TI (wEG TV avOpOTmV
Kol va Ticovpe o évog Tov dAlov. [ati To kévoupe;
éva. Xpewaleton vo evBappivovue o €vag Tov GALOV AOY®

mg amdtng g apaptioc. (EPpaiovg 3:13) Mnv
VROTIHATE TOTE TN OLVOUN TOL XZOTOvVO Kol TNV
ATOPUCIOTIKOTNTA TOL Vo Log amobapphvel e onpueio
vo gyKoToAgiyovpe Kot va amopakpuvlodpe and tov
®ed. Ta péEAN TOV COUOTOG TOV OTOKOTNKOV OTO TO
oopa tebaivouv. T1 0o cuvéPave av To peydro daytvlo
TOV OO0V LoV KOPoVTaY 0td TO TOL Lov; EEpete TL Ol
ovpPel, mpokertan va camicel Kot vo anocvvtedel. O
vépoc OuiPorog EEpel OTL av UTOPECEL OTMADG Vo
ATTOUOVAOGEL Evo Todi Tov g0V Kot Vo, amoKoTEl amod
v kvklogopia, tote B TAbEL TVELHOTIKY YayYpOVOL
Kot o TeBdvet.

T mewpacpd npoomabel va YpP1GILOTOGEL O ZaTAVAS
o€ godg avth T oTypn; Ilpoomabel va ypnoyomomost
v vIEpNEaveL, T Aayveia, Tnv ToAd amobdppuven,
Tov @OPo, tov ave&éleykto Bvud, v apeiBoria, v
gvoyn N v e&€yepon; Me ti tpootabei vo € SOLAEYEL,
'Onotog ki av givat 0 TEPAcOg, 0 AmMTEPOS GTHYOS TOV
glvar vo coag tpoPnéel pokpd. Ilpoomabel vo cog
amokOYeL amd 10 cOUe Tov XPLoToh Kol T1 PO1N TOL
cotpov aipatog Tov. Ta dAla péAn Tov copatog Tov




race marked out for us." (Hebrews 12:1) That great
cloud of witnesses includes Abel, Noah, David, Jephtah,
and many others, but it includes all those that are living,
too. Let's cheer one another on in that rank.

Several years ago, Peter Uberoth was in town. Do you
remember the name, Peter Uberoth? He was major
league's baseball commissioner for a while, and he also
headed up the 1984 Olympics that were held in Los
Angeles. When he was speaking in Nashville, Uberoth
asked, "Do you want me to tell you about the greatest
athlete I've ever seen?" Now when you think about a
man who has had as much exposure in sports as
Uberoth, and he says that, every ear perked up. He said
in the '84 Olympics, they had a 20,000 kilometers torch
run serpetining all the way through the country. And
each participant, if he met the criteria, would run for one
kilometer. He would light his little torch from the
previous runner, go one kilometer and light the next one.
He had to pay $3,000 for the privilege of doing that.
Every bit of the $3,000 went to charity.

Uberoth said, near the end, everybody was getting
discouraged. It looked like costs might go over, you
know the deadlines. He said, to motivate their forces in
Los Angeles, what they would do is gather all their
workers early in the morning and show news clips of the
torch run the day before. It was just encouraging to see
everybody cheering. Uberoth said we were in the office
about 10:00 o’clock, late one night, and in comes a
volunteer holding a videotape. He said there were only
a handful of us there, ready to go home, beat to death,
just tired. The volunteer said, "You've got to see this."
He said, "Well, what is it?" "It's a videotape of the torch
run." He said, "We'll see it in the morning." The
volunteer said, "No, you've got to see it now." When
they stuck it in, it was a little piece of amateur video.

It showed a narrow little road in New Mexico, and there
were people lining each side about five deep. Along
comes a runner running with a torch. Then as the runner
stops and leans over to light the torch, you can't see the
next recipient, it's obviously somebody short. A big
burly policeman on a motorcycle is blocking the view.
It takes a couple of minutes because apparently the torch
is having a hard time being lit and the policeman is
looking at his watch and he's obviously frustrated
because they're running behind schedule. Finally, the
torch is lit and then you see the top of a little blond head
starting to move forward.

It's a little girl who is nine and suddenly the video
catches her face and there's this bright, beaming,
beautiful smile. But a second later, you notice one other
thing, she is severely crippled. She can barely put one
foot in front of the other. She is barely going. The
crowds are beginning to cheer. Uberoth found out later

ol.

oplyyovtal miveo cov Aéyovtag, "Oyi, Oxl, unv mog.
[Ipémer va peivelg, yuoti mpénel va giocor uéPog Tov
oouatog kKot eloor  onpaviikog'.  Avtd  elvon
gvlappovon.

Kévovue ocofoapd Adbog otav vmobétovue 0OTL 1
TveLUATIKY VYelo OA@V pmopel va Bewpeiton dedopévn.
H mvevpotikn vyeio kavevdg dev pmopet va etvar. T
avto ypetaletor va evOoppOVOLLE 0 EVOC TOV GAAOV VO
BonBnoovpe va Eemepdoovpe TV amdrn g opopTiNS.

H mpaypotikéommto tov  SOKIHOGIOV Kol TOV
wpoPAnuatov. Aev amoteAel €kmAnén Yy €64 OV
avtdc 0 KOoUog givar amAdg yepdrtog Pacava, movo,
dokpocieg Kot TpoPAnuata. Avtd cvuPaivel edm yioti
Covpue oe évav kOouo Eemeopuévo, oAl o Ogdg Tov
emétpeye  vo  pelve.  Avtd  onpuovpyel  kdmolo
TpoPAnpaTe 6E pEPIKOVg avOpdmovg. Agv umopolpe vo
GTOUOTNOOVUE Vo, WAGUE Yoo T Oeoloyia Tov yiati
VILAPYEL TOVOG KOl TTOVOG GTOV KOGUO MG, OAAGL €val
mpaypo €xel Eexobopioer o Oeog. «To emétpeya va
ouuPel, MOTE VO, UEYOADGEIC HEGOH OO QLTO Kol VO
KatoAdPelc OG0 TOAD pe ypetdlecay. AALG To GANO
pépog avtod eivar 6Tt pabaivovpe emiong amod TG
dokyooieg kol T TPOPANUOTE HOg TOGO  TOAD
yxpelaldHooTe 0 Evag Tov GALOV.

Oyt molhol omd epdg éyovpe ™ (0N pog TOCO
TOKTOTOMNUEVO OGO TO, povya Hoc. YTdpyovv avOpmmot
mov ypeldlovral aneyvocouéva evBdppovon. ARG Ba
Bydhovv tov xomiapd, Bo avoifovv kot Ba cog
gvnuepocovy  OtL  ypelalovtar  evBappuven, av
TpaypaTikd areBavBodv 0tL 1o vovpyeio evBdppvvong
Aappévetor coPapd vroyn. [pénel va evBappdvovpe
TOVG OOEAQOVG Kol TIG 0adeA®éG Yati o0 Zatavdg
npoonabdel va pog Stodéet Evav Tpog Evav.

5.11ag evBappivovpue;

Agv givonl amhd tetpyupéves exppdoelg M kolaxeieg. Iog
TPAYUOTIKA EVOppOVETE 0 vag Tov AALOV, EPOCOV AEYETOL
oNuepa;

éva. YmevOopilovue o évag otov GALO TNV LVITOGYEGN TOV

®eov. T'a éva mopaderypa, o IMavlog ypdost oe o
amoBappopévn ekkAnoio. OAn 1 exkAncio avnovyel
vl mepiuévouvy tov Incov va emotpéyel avd mioo
oTiyun. Mepwoi ovyyeveic toug €govv MoM mebdvet.
Eivar 6dot Avanpévor kot Aéve, "Q, Oy1, TOvg EAEYE O
gpyoudc tov Incov. IMébavav mpv emotpéyel." ‘Etol
o010 1 @eccolovikeic 4:13-18 o TTaviog dnimvel ovTég
TIC VEPOYEG VIOCYECELS GYETIKA LLE TOV EPYOUO TOV
Incov. Eine, «Mnv avnovyeite yio tovg vekpove. eivan
avtoi wov Bo avéfovv mpmrot. ' avtd, evlappivere o
évag Tov OAlov pe avutd Tto Adyw." Acgite, omote
palevdpaote, av KAmolog eivol apKeTd EVAAMTOC DCTE
va 10 powpootel poll ocag, unv  ypnoluomnoleite
TETPUPEVEG ONAMGELS KOl UMV TOL KAVETE KNPUYLO,
AL vevBopiote tov T VIOoYEsES Tov Beov. ‘Exet




her name was Amy and she had been practicing for one
solid year, and the best she had ever gone was half a
kilometer. The plan was for her to hand the torch off to
an alternate at the half kilometer mark. It had to be a
slight uphill grade. If it was level, she would have fallen
over. They picked a special part of the road. She had
worked a year with bake sales, raising the $3,000 for her
half kilometer. When she got to the half-kilometer mark
suddenly there was rolled out a huge banner a block long
with little pictures all over it and in gigantic letters,
"RUN AMY RUN!" Her whole elementary school class
was holding the banner and her whole school filled the
entire block.

At that moment, she had already transferred the torch to
the alternate; she saw that banner and she took it back.
She edged forward again until she got to the end of the
block and now absolutely exhausted, she started to turn
it again and to turn it over, and at that point the whole
school dropped the banner and ran out behind her
swelling the street like a scene from "Rocky." They
began to chant, "Run Amy Run." And she made it to the
end of that kilometer and handed the torch. And the next
fellow was off like a shot.

The closing scene of that amateur video showed her
mother holding up little Amy. But then it turned to that
burly policeman, who moments before had been looking
at his watch, and his visor was up and with a
handkerchief he was wiping the tears off his face.

See that's really what life is all about. We run as hard as
we can carrying the torch of Jesus Christ. Sometimes we
want to quit and drop it; sometimes we don't want to go
on. But we're here to say to one another, run Steve run.

Run Mary run. Don't give up. Amazing Grace #1310, Steve Flatt,
April 27, 1997

Bear One Another's Burdens

Years ago there was German soldier who was slightly
wounded in a battle, and he went home to his mother. Mom
said, "You need to go to the hospital. They have set one up
down the street." So, he went to the hospital. When he
walked in, he saw two doors. One said, "Seriously
Wounded," the other one said, "Slightly Wounded." As he
wasn't hurt badly, he went through the second door. He
walked all the way down a long hall. Again there were two
doors. One said, "Officers," and the other one said, "Non-
Officers." Being an enlisted man, he took the non-officers
door. Again, there was a long hall. He walked all the way to
the end where he came to two more doors. The left one said,
"Party Members,” and the right one said, "Non-Party
Members." Not being a party member he walked through the
right-hand door and found himself back out on the street.
Upon returning home his mother asked, *Well son, did they

vrooyebel 0tL Ba eivon mavta poali poc, akovote kibe
TPOGEVYN] OV KAVOLLE, TAPTE TIG CLOPTIES O OV TIG
opoAoynoovpe Kot T BaAovpe umpootd Tov, ddote
pog dvvapun oe MPO OVAYKNG KOl UNV LG ETTPEYETE
TOTE VO POPECOVLE TEPLGGOTEPA OO OGO LITOPOVLE VoL
avtéEovpe. AVTéC elval VIEPOYES VTOGYECELS KOl OTOV
T1g BounBeite Ba Exete To BAPPOC VO GuVEYICETE.

ol. Xopnyovtog yviola ouyympeon.O [aviog, Otav Eypape
omv ekkincia g KopivBov, eine 6t vanpye évog
A0EAPOG TOL NTOV GE KATOL TPOYLOTIKG EGKEUUEVT
KOl TPOUEPT] OUAPTIO, GAAGL PETAVIOE KOl LEPTKOTL OO
oVTOVG TOV KPaToLGAV HoKpld amd to ¥épt. «Topa,
avtifeTo, TPEMEL VO TOV CLYY®PYCES KOL VO TOV
TOPTNYOPNGELS, VIO VO UMV TOV KUPIEDGEL 1] VIEPPOAIKY
OA Y. (2 Kopwbiovg 2:7) H AéEn mapnyopd eivar 1
O eAAnvikn AéEn, paracollatos mov Ba pmopovoe
eEloov gvkola va amodobel evBappuvtikn. Bhémete, 0
CLYYDPECT TPENEL VUL EMEKTADEL EPLPAVDG Y10, VoL ANQOEL.

Aatpedo TV 10T0picl TOL GLVIPOPOL OV TYE GTOV
oVupuPovro emedn o yauog tov gixe mpoPfiquota. O
ovppovrog eime: "llowo eivor 1o mpdPAnua;" Eine,
«Kd0e popd mov T6aKOVOLACTE, 1] YOVAIKO [oL yiveTol
otopikn». O cvuPovrog eime: «Evvoeilg voteptkiy.
Eine, "Oy1, evvod 10t0p1kd. Avopépel Kabe Kakd mov
éxo «kavel". Topa eAmilo vo unv upmopeite va
GYETIOTEITE e OVTO OTOV YAUO GO, OAAG peplKol
avOpomol pmopovv. Ilpénel vo cuyywpeic Yo va oe
GUYY®PECOLV.

H K\dpo Mmaptov, n 10p0TPIL TOL AUEPTKAVIKOD
EpvBpov Ztavpov, frav pia uyevikn Kupia, Kot Gg pio
nepintoon évag eilog g Bupuce 1L elye mel Kamolog YU
LTV oL NTav TG0 amaiclo, TG0 cvukoPovTike. H
deomowvic Mmdptov eine: «Aev E€pm yio TL TPAYUO
pAdre». O eikog eime: "Q, €la, To YOUPTIL TO CKETAGAV
Kot 6A0t pdoveav yi' ovtd." Zuvéyice Tpia N Téooepa
Aentd. Tedwcd, n KAdpa Mrdptov diékoye Ko gine, "Q,
®, ® avto. Quudpat EexdBoapa 0Tt T0 E€yaca." Eépete
otL Ogv Eeyvaue mpoyuatikd, OoAAG umopodue va
KGAVOULLE L0 GUVELONTY] ETIAOYT| VO UV TO OLPTICOVUE VOl
EMNPEGGEL TOV TPOTO OV CLUTEPLPEPOLLACTE GE AVTO TO
dropo 1 o€ omolovonmote oyetileTal pe oTo.

Mepikég @opéc kol oe oplopéva pépr, ot avBpmmol
UETOVOOVV Y10 TIC OUAPTIES TOVG, AAAN Elval TIOYUEVOL
va vidBovy cav xproTtiavoi devTepNC Kotyopiag. ZEPELg
ot dev givarl owotd. Edv to kévete avtd oe Kdmolov
dAdo, Oyt poévo Oev tov evBapplOvetre, OAAL TOV
amoBappivere.

Apéomc petd amd Evav KatdAoyo avOpdnmv pe ueyoin
niom, o EPpaioc ovyypagéag onidvel «Emouévac,
a@oV €l0oTE TEPIKVKAOUEVOL OO éva TOGO UEYGAO
GUVVEQPO LOPTOPAV, 0 TETAEOLE O,TL EUTOILEL KO TNV
apaptio Tov 1660 g0KO N UTAEKEL, KOl 0 TpEEOVLE LE
EMUOVI ay®mvog Tov pog onuadsvtnkey. (Efpaiovg




help you?" He said, "To tell you the truth mom, they didn't
do a thing for me, but you ought to see the tremendous
organization they have."

That little story reminds us again of the difference between
an organization and an organism. An organization can be
well-structured, but the members may not care at all about
each other. But an organism, by its very nature, has a
concern, a connection, and a togetherness for every part of
the body. In a body there is a sharing, a caring, and a bearing
of one another's burdens by the very nature of organisms.

"Bear one another's burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ."
(KJV) "Carry each other's burdens and, in that way, you
fulfill the law of Christ." (NIV) (Galatians 6:2)

What are the burdens that we need to bear for one another?
The Greek word rendered burden is bareos meaning
something that makes an overwhelming demand, that which
brings sorrow or grief. A burden is anything that oppresses
the spiritual development of a brother or a sister. Now mark
that well. A burden is anything that oppresses the spiritual
development of a brother or a sister.

With that definition, one can see quickly that burdens come
in many different forms. For example, some burdens are
spiritual. In fact, that is the immediate context of our
command in Galatians 6:2. Go back to verse one. "Brothers,
if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should
restore him gently. But watch yourself, or you may also be
tempted.” Then our command, "Carry each other's burdens,
and, in this way, you fulfill the law of Christ."

In Galatians 6:1, the word that is translated, "caught,"” those
who are caught in a sin was a Greek word that was
sometimes used to refer to an animal who found itself in a
trap. That's an image, a metaphor, used all the way through
Scripture. 2 Timothy 2:26 says, "Beware the snare of the
devil." In James 1:14, James says, "But each one is tempted
when, by his own desire, he is dragged away and enticed."
The term that is used there refers to a fishing lure. You see
it's not that we are unaware of what sin is, but we're often
unaware, like an animal heading to a trap, of how insidiously
we are being drawn in, and we are often unaware of how
drastic the consequences are going to be to the point that we
become so burdened that we fall underneath the weight.

| read a story this week about the white ants in Africa. It has
become one of the major building nemeses on the entire
continent. Folks will pick out a spot of ground, and they'll
build a nice house. They think everything looks good and
one day, maybe months or a couple of years later, the entire
house just caves in. It's because the white ant lives
underground, and never comes out onto the surface; it never
sees the sun. It lives underneath the house and eats away
inside the timbers to the point that, when it has done its
damage, one can take his finger and poke a hole through the
largest beam.

12:1) Av1d 10 pEYEAO GUVVEPO LOPTOP®V TEPIAALPAVEL
Tov APer, tov Noe, tov AaBid, tov leptd kot moAlovg
GAdovg, oAAG mepapuPdvel Kor OAOLG EKEIVOVES TTOL
elvan Lovtavol. Ag emevpnuicovpe o évag Tov dAlov oe
avt T Pabuida.

IIpwv amd apketd ypoévia, o Peter Uberoth ftav oty
wOAN. Ouudote to O6vopa, Peter Uberoth; Awetéhece
eMiTPOTOG TOV UMEICUTOA TG UEYAANG KoTyopiag Yo
éva Oldotnua, Kot MTav  enioNg EMKEPOUANG TOV
Olvpmokdv Ayovev tov 1984 mov deénybnoav oto
Aoc Avtlehec. Otav phovoe oto NaoPia, o Uberoth
potnoe: "OEAES VO OOV O Y10, TOV KAADTEPO aBANTH
mov &xm del motE;" Thpo, Otav oképreote évav
GvBpm7o mov glye TOOM £kBecT GTOV OANTIGUO, OTIWS O
Uberoth, kot 10 Aéet avtd, OAa ta avtid Eumieéav. Eine
011 otovg Olvpmakobg Aydveg Tov '84, eiyav Tpéet e
dada 20.000 yhopétpov oe OAn ) yopa. Kot kébe
GUUUETEY®V, OV TANPOVCE TO, KprTnpla, O £Tpeye Yo
éva yIAopeTpo. AvoPe 1o SOWAGKL TOVL Amd TOV
TPOTYOVUUEVO Spopéd, TAyOvE €va YUMOUETPO Kol
dvape to enduevo. 'Enpene va mAnpdcetl 3.000 doldpla
Y10 TO TPOVOULO Va. TO Kdvel avto. Kdbe kopudtt arnd ta

33,

O Uberoth eime, «ovid o©10 TéAOC, OAOL
amoBappivoviay. Qawvotov 6Tl T0 KOGTOG Umopel va
vrepPel, Eépete T mpobeouieg. Eime, vy va
TOPOKIVIGOVV TIC duvauelg toug oto Aog Avileleg,
avtd mov Ba éxavav givor va poaléyovy 6AoLG TOLG
gpydrec TOLg Vopic 10 TPl kol vo mpofdAiovv
€10MCE0YPOPIKE  amoomhopato amd T 04de 7OV
KoK oQOpnoe TV mponyoovuevn pépa. Hrav amimg
evBoppuvtikd va PAém® Olovg va emevenuovv. H
Uberoth &ine 011 Nuactov 6T0 YpaQEio TEPITOL GTIG
10:00, apya éva Ppadv, Kot Epyetal Evag eEAovING Tov
Kpatovoe g Pivreokacéta. Eime 611 uootov povo
AMyot ekel, étoyol vo, wope OTitl, YTUANUEVOL UEYPL
Oavatov, amhd kovpacupévol. O ebeloving einme,
«Ilpéner vo 10 de1c avton. Eine, "Aowmdv, 1t eivay"”
«Etvar e Pvteoxocéta pe ) 6ada». Eine: «Ba to
dovpe to mpwin. O ebelovng gine: «Oy1, Tpénel va 10
deig tpay. Otav 1o KOAANGAY,

"‘Edetyve éva otevd pikpd dpopo oto Néo Mekiko, kai

vnpyav avlpomol oe kabe mhevpd oe Pdbog mepimov
nwévte. Mall épyeton €vog dpopéag mov TPEYXEL Pe Eval
QoK. XN ouvEXEL, KOOMG 0 dpoUEng CTOUOTA Kol
oKOPeL yio v avayet T 6Ada., dev pmopeite va deite Tov
EMOUEVO TOPUANTTY], TPOPOVAS EIVOL KATO10G KOVTOG.

‘Evag  peydhog €0GOUOC  OOTLUVOMIKOG OE Lo

potocwkAéto egumodiler ™ 0éa. Xpewdlovror pepika
AETTA Y10t TPOPUVAC 1) 0600 OVGKOAEVETOL VOL CVONEL
KOl O OGTUVOUIKOG KOITAlel To poAOL TOv Kol givol
TPOPOVDG UTOYONTEVUEVOG ETEDN TPEYOVY THO® OO TO
wpoypouua. TéLog, 1 dGda avafet ko petd PAErEIC ™MV
KOPLON €vOg LKpov EavBolh kepaAlov va opyilel vao




That's the way it is in many lives, including some of you.
You look so good on the outside, but one day the whole life,
the whole house just collapses because all that decay was on
the inside and nobody knew it.

Burdens may be:

1. Sin. The worst burdens are those that are caused by
yielding to our desires and sinning.

2. Emotional. This is not when we are a perpetrator of sin,
but rather when we are the victim of sin. Maybe we have
been mistreated, neglected. Maybe it's the result of fear
or a grief. Emotional burdens overwhelm us at times.

3. Physical. These may be caused by illness or accident,
impairment, or sometimes just by advancing age.

4. Financial - A financial calamity brought on by a layoff, a
medical emergency, a poor investment strategy, or 101
other factors.

We don't have space to list all the ways and shapes that
burdens take their form. But a burden is anything that
oppresses the spiritual development of a brother or a sister.

Our responsibility to brothers and sisters as they face
these burdens.

1. Be humble. You've got to be humble, or you're going to
be of no use to anybody. | find it amazing that our
command about bearing one another's burdens is
couched between two bookend verses that say much the
same thing. Galatians 5:26, the last verse of chapter 5
states, "Let us not become conceited, provoking and
envying each other" and Galatians 6:3, "If anyone thinks
he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself."
Isn't it interesting that the command to bear one another's
burdens is found between two bookends. The reason
more people in God's church don't bear more burdens is
we think we're too good to get down there and help.
"Don't think so much of yourself."

I've always been amused by the story of the lady who is
caught in a flash flood underneath an underpass. The
water is rising up to the floorboard. A young fellow in a
four-wheel drive comes across the bridge up top, stops,
opens the door and leans down. He sees that older woman
and he yells, "Maam, can | help you?" She looks up and
says, "Not from up there!"

He is of no use from up there. Humility is to see ourselves
and be down there. Humility is the foundation of the
command in Galatians 6:1, "...you who are spiritual
should restore a brother." You see spiritual doesn't mean
you're perfect. Spiritual doesn't necessarily mean you act
any differently, or much better than your brother.
Spiritual certainly doesn't mean having a self-righteous
haughtiness. Being spiritual means being full of the
spirit.

TPOYMPA.

Eivar éva xoprtodkt mov eivor evvéa kot EQQviKa To
Bivteo mibver 10 TPOGOTO TOL Ko LVEAPYEL AVTO TO
Aopmepd, aotpaptepd, OHOPPO Yopoyeho. AAAG €va
devTePOAETTO apyOTEPD, TTOpUTNPEiC KATL GANO, gival
Bapid avamnpn. Metd Plag pmopei vo Barel To Eva T
urpootd and 1o dAro. Metd Piag mnyaivel. To mAnon
apyiCovv va {ntokpavyalovv. H Uberoth avoaxdivye
apyotepa 6Tt ovopalotav ‘Eyu kat ékave eEdoknon y
évav 61abepd xpovo, Kat 10 KAAVTEPO OV glye dLOvVOGEL
moté NTav poed ykdpetpo. To oyédio Mrav va
TOPUOMOEL TN 0400 GE EvOv OVATANPOTH OTO GO
yopetpo. ‘Empene vo eglval ela@pdg avneopukog
BaBuoc. Av ftav eninedo, Ba eiye méoel. AvheEay éva
€101KO pEpog Tov dpduov. Eiye dovdéyer éva ypodvo e
Tig T@ANoelg bake, palevovtag ta 3.000 dordpia yio TO
oo g xiopeTpo. Otav £pTace 610 HIGO YIMOUETPO
Eapvikd, avolée éva TepACTIO VO GE EVOL UTAOK UE
HUIKPEC POTOYPOPIES TOVTOD KOl LLE YLYAVTIO YPOLLOTA,
"TPEEE EMI TPEEE!" ‘OAn tng n 14EN Tov dNpoTiKod
KPOTOVGE TO TAVO Kol OAO TO GYOAELD TNG YEMGE OAO TO
TETPAY®OVO.

Exeivn ™ otyun, gixe 16N petapépel m dddo. oTov
AVOTANPOUATIKO. €108 VTO TO TOVO KO TO TTPE TO®.
[poydpnoe Eavd pnpootd péxpt vo PTaceL 6To TEAOG
TOV TETPOYDVOL KoL TMPO, EVIEADG EEAVTANUEVT, APYLoE
va 1o yopilel Eava katl vo To avomodoyvpilel, Kol og
ekeivo 10 onueio 6lo to oyoleio Gonoe To TAVO Kol
£tpele Mo NG POVOKMVOVTUG TOV dPOLO GOV GKNVN
a6 1o "Rocky". Apyoav vo eovalovv «Tpé&e v
Amy Run». Kot £éptoce oto TéhOg avTtod TOL
yMopéTpou Kot £dwaoe T 8ada. Kot o emduevog énece
oav foAn.

H oxmvn kheoipatog avtod tov gpactteyvikoy Pivieo
€de1e ) puntépa TG vo kpatd ynid tn pkpn ‘Eyu.
AMG  petd otpdenke o€ ekeivov Tov €000
OGTUVOULKO, TTOV AYEC OTIYUEG TPV KOITOVGE TO POADL
TOV, KOIL TO YEIGO TOL HTAV ONKOUEVO KoL IUE EVOL LOVTHAL
oKoVTILE T SAKPLA ATO TO TPOGMOTO TOV.

BAémete 0t1 0wt givan mpaypotikd to 0éua g Long.
Tpéyovpe 660 Mo dvvatd PTOPOLUE KOVPOADVTOG TN
dada tov Inoov Xpioton. Mepikég popég BELovE Vo T
TOPOTCOVE KO VO, TO TOPOTIICOVUE. HEPIKES (POPES
dev Bélovpe va cvveyicovpe. AALG elpaoTe €06 Yo va
TovE 0 €vag oTov GAAO, TpE&te Tov Steve va Tpéete.

TpéEe Maipn tpé&e. Mnv to opatdiG. Amazing Grace #1310,
Steve Flatt, 27 Ampikiov 1997

Na kovBarate o évag Ta fapn Tov Girov

I[Ipwv amd ypdvie Mrav €voc I'eppavdg oTPOTIOTNG TOV
TPOVUOTIOTNKE EAQQPE GE [0, Piyn Kol TYE OWTL OTN




In the same context as our passage, Galatians 5:22-23, we
know what being full of the Spirit means, don't we? It
means having love, joy, peace, patience, goodness,
gentleness, kindness, faithfulness, and self-control. Wrap
all those up and you have a spirit of humility, don't you?

Too many times, we're like the people in a little town in
Connecticut. It was a suburb of one of the major cities.
Some of the people began to be a little incensed because
there were reckless drivers running through their little
suburb. So 53 of them put their names on a petition, took
it to the sheriff and said, "Stop this in our town." The
sheriff said, "I'll see what | can do." A few nights later,
he put out a watch. Sure enough, he arrested five people
for reckless driving through the town. All five of them
had their names on the petition.

Sometimes we can proudly find faults in others that are
also our own faults. If [ am going to bear another’s
burden, whether that burden be spiritual, emotional,
physical, or whatever, it starts by being humble, by being
full of the spirit.

Many of you know the name Elza Huffard who wrote
something that I'll never forget. "There was one who
thought himself above me, and he was above me, until he
had that thought." Isn't that good? It surely is right.
Spiritual men and women are so cognizant of the need of
God's grace in their own lives that they could never
approach a brother in the spirit of arrogance.

So what do | do when | bear a burden? | examine my own
humility. Am | being humble? Am | spiritual?

2. Be gentle - Galatians 6:1 says, "Be gentle, restore that
brother with a spirit of gentleness.” That's especially
pertinent when the burden that we help bear is related to
sin.

3. Bear the burden. That bearing will take on different forms
depending upon what the burden is. The sentence
construction says, "Carry and keep on carrying the
burden.” It's the present/perfect tense, it's not just a "give
it a lick and a promise”. Hit it once and move on your
way. The way the sentence is structured says, "You do it
and do it for as long as it takes."” If the burden is the result
of a person's sin, Galatians 6:1 says, "Restore the brother
or sister gently." Restore was the word used by ancient
Greek doctors to refer to the setting of a broken bone. If
you've ever had a bone set, you know you want it done
carefully, you want it done gently. Most importantly it's
done for healing, not for punishment.

If the burden is emotional, you bear it through counsel,
hugs, listening and prayers. You may do that day after
day after day, as long as that brother or sister carries the
burden. If the burden is financial, the burden is borne by

untépa tov. H popd sine, "I[pénel va mog 6to vocsokopeio.

"Exovv otioel éva oto dpouo." ‘ETot, Tye 6T0 VOGOKOUETD.

Ortav pmike péca, €ide dvo mopteg. O évag eime, «Zofapd
TANYOUEVOS», 0 GALOG eime, «EAaQp®dg TANY®OUEVOCH.
Kabng dev tpavpatictnke moly, mépace amd ) devTEPN
nwopto. [lepmdnoe oe OAn TN Swwdpoun o€ Evav HakpY
duadpopo. Ko mékt vmpyav 600 mopteg. O évag eime
«A&opatikod» kol o GAAog «Mn A&wpatikod». Oviog
GTPOTELUEVOG, TNPE TNV TOPTA TV Un oSlopotikov. Kot
oA, vInpye o peyddn aibovoa. Iepmbtnoe péypt to
TéA0G, OToL £ptace o dAleg dVo Toptes. O aplotepog eime
«Méln tov Koppotoo» kot o de€idg «Mn Koppotucoi».
Xwpic va givol péAog Tov KOUUATOG, TEPACE amd TN 0e&idt
mopTa Ko Ppédnie micw oto dpopo. Otav yopioe omitt, M
untépa tov potnoe: "Aowmdv, yie pov, o forinoav;" Eine,
«"o vo cov T v oAnbeo popd, dgv Ekavay Timota yio
péva, aAld Ba Enpeme vo, Oglg TNV TPOUEPT OPYAVMGT TOL
£€Youv».

Avt n pikpn| wotopia pog Bopilet Eava ™ dapopd petal&d
evOg opyovioLoy Kol gvOg opyoviopov. ‘Evag opyoaviopog
umopei va eivar Kahd dopunuévog, oAAG To. PEAN Umopel va
unv evoloeépovtol Kadorov to va yio 1o dALo. AAAG Evog
opyovicudc, amd Tn @LON TOV, €YEL UKL OVNOLYIO, Mo
GUVOEDT Kol Lol vOTnTa Yo Kéfe péPog Tov GOUNTOG. X
&va. U VITAPYEL VO LOTPOCUE, W0 QPOVTION KOl Uiol
0OpTOON TV Papdv 0 £vog Tov AAAOL Ao TNV 101 TN PO
TV OPYOVIGUDV.

«No ¢@épete o évag ta Papn Tov GAAOvL Kol €Tl Vo
eKmANpOceETE T0 VOO Tov Xprotovy. (KIV) «Metapépete o
évag to Bapn Tov GAAOL Kot UE QLTOV TOV TPOTO,
EKTANPAOVETE TO VOO ToL Xptotody. (NIV) (Iardreg 6:2)

[Mowa eivor ta fapn oL TPETEL VOL GNKDGOLLLE 0 EVAG Y10 TOV
dAdov; H eAAnvucn AéEn amodidetar poptio glvan bareos mov
onuaivel KAt Tov Kdvel P cvvipurtikn {tnon, ovtd Tov
oépvel OAIyN 1 OXiym. Bapog eivar otidnmote kotamiélel tnv
TVELUATIKY] avATTLEN VO adeh@oD 1 pag adehong. Topa
onuewwote 10 koAd. Bapog etvar otionmote kartamélel tnv
TVELUOTIKT] OVATTTUEN EVOG AOEAPOD 1| UIOG AOEAPTC.

Me avtdv 1oV 0pIopd, UTopel Kaveig va gL ypiyopa 0Tt Tal
Bapn épyovior ot TOAAEC OlapopeTikég poppés. TMa
mopadelypa, opwopéva PBépn eivor mwvevpatikd. Xtnv
TPAYUOTIKOTNTA, AVTO €ival TO AUECO TANIGIO TNG EVTOANG
uag oto e6agio 'oldteg 6:2. Emotpéyte 6T0V 0TiYX0 TPMTO.
"AdEpQLa, av KATOL0G ToTEL 68 apaptic, eogic mov gioTe
mvevpoTikol Oo TPEMEL VO TOV OITOKOTOGTNOETE OOAQ.
AM\G Tpocéyete Tov g0vTd GOG, OAMMG Umopel eniong vo
uneite otov mepoopd." ‘Emeita n evtoAn pog, «Na
KovPoAdte o évag To Papn TOL dAlov Kkai, €101,
EKTANPOVETE TO VOO TOV XPLoTOD».

Y10 &ddpro Tordteg 6:1, m AéEn mov petoaepdletal
CMOGUEVO, OVTOL TOL TMAVOVTOL GE CpOPTiO NTOV Lol
eEMMVIKN AEEN TOL PePIKEG POPES PN OO ONKE Yo Vo
avaeepbel og éva (Do mov Ppébnke oe wa moyida. Avt




giving your money or other assistance. If it's a physical
burden, you bear it through your time, effort,
compassion, and energy. Whatever the cause, bearing the
burden means carrying the load until the brother or the
sister can walk unburdened on his own again. | love the
old proverb that says, "A joy shared is a double joy. A
burden shared is half a burden."”

What does that demand?

1. Real dedication to fellowship

In a Peanuts cartoon some time ago, Lucy looked at Charlie
Brown and said, "Why are we here on earth?" Old
compassionate Charlie Brown looked at cynical Lucy and
said, "We're here to help other people." Lucy thought a
second and put a scowl back on her face and said, "Then
why are other people on earth?" That's a question the world
asks? Why is everybody else here to mess me up? | don't
want anything to do with them as long as they don't bother
me, "Live and let live, stay out of my business. Look out for
number one and let everything else go." Let me tell you
something, Christ challenges that. If we fall victim to that,
then we're not God's church. We may be an organization, but
we're not an organism. We're certainly not the Body of
Christ. Fellowship means more than a handshake on Sunday
morning. It means an integration of life.

We need to be like the two dogs | heard about in Barnsley,
England. There was a little dog named Nick, a terrier, and
another little dog named Percy, a Chihuahua. One day Percy
was hit by a car. Percy's owner thought that poor Percy was
dead. So that owner, Christine Harrison, took that little
Chihuahua body and put it in a plastic bag, went out back
and buried it in the back yard. Nick, the terrier, was
heartbroken. He went over and dug up the plastic sack. With
his teeth he drug it over by the house. When Christine came
out and picked up that sack, the heart was beating. Percy, the
Chihuahua not only lived, he totally recovered.

When | heard that story it reminded me that God is in the
resurrection business. Christians are raised to a newness of
life when baptized into that Christ. They are resurrected
from their death to sin and given a new life pure and free
from sin.

We're committed by the same spirit that brought Jesus back
to life, just pulling people from the clutches of death as we
bear their burdens. Folks, the church is a hospital, but it
doesn't matter how organized we are if nobody gets cured.
If we're going to bear one another's burdens, there's got to
be a real dedication to fellowship.

2. A new definition of membership in the body.

We are members of the Body of Christ. (Romans 12:4-5 and
1 Corinthians 12) "Therefore we are members of one
another.” That's what being a body is all about. I think we

glvon pio o va, o LETOPOPEL, TOV ¥P1CLLOTTOLEITAL GE OAN
™ odpketn ¢ I'pagnc. To eddopo 2 Tiudbeo 2:26 Aéet,
«IIpocéyete v maryida tov dwPforovy. Xto ldkmPog 1:14,
o laxkmPog Aéel: «AAAG 0 KaBévag pmaivel 6Tov TEPAGUO
otav, amd T Own Tov embopio, TOPAGUPETAL KoL
mopacvpetay. O  Opoc mov  ypnowonmoteiton  eKel
avaQépetal og déAeap yopépotoc. BAénete dev givor 6tL
ayvooOpe Tt glvon 1 apaptio, oAAE cuyva ayvoovue, OTwC
éva (o mov katevbiveTal og pia mayida, TG0 HTOVAN oG
TpoPdve, Kol cuyva ayvoolue mOGo dpaoTikég Ba givar ot
cuveéneles va etvat g onueio va emPapuvopacte 1060 TOAD
OV VO TEPTOVE KAT® 0o T0 Pépog.

AwPaco o 1otopion avth TV €fSONAd0 Yo To AELKE
popunykie oty Aoepik. ‘Exer yiver évag omd tovg
ONUAVTIKOTEPOLG OIKOSOUIKOVG €X0p0VC Ge 0AOKANPT TNV
nrewo. Ot avBpwmnot Bo draAé&ovv Eva onueio Tov edapovg
ka1 B yticovv éva mpaio omitt. Nopilovv 6T OAa paivovtol
KOAG Kot pio PéPa, 10m¢ UNVEG N LEPIKA YPOVIL, 0pYOTEPQ,
0AOKANPO TO oTiTL amA®¢ vroympel. Eivot eneidn 1o Agvkd
popunykt et voyelo Kot dev Pyoaivel TOTé 0TV EMPAVELQ.
dev PAémel moté Tov NA0. Zel KAT® 0o TO GTITL KOl TPOEL
puéoa ta EAa o onueio mov, otav £xel Kavel T {nud tov,
umopel Kaveic va mipeL To dAYTVAO TOV KOl VO, TPLTNGEL TN
HeYOADTEPT JOKO.

"Etot eivan o€ moArég Lmég, cupmepAAUBOVOUEV®DY LEPIKDY

a6 €cdg. Daivesorl 1060 KOAOG eE@TEPIKA, OAAG Lo LéEpa
oAoKANpN N (0N, OAOKANPO TO OTiTL aTAd KaTappEEL Yol
OAN ot N arocvvheoT NTOV HECO Kot Kaveig dev To NEepe.

Ta papn propei va givor:

1. Apaptia. Ta yepoétepo Papn eivar ovtd 7mov
TPOKOAOVVTAL Omd TNV VROXDPNON OTIS emBuuieg Hog
KOl TNV OpopTia.

2. ZvvaieOnpotikd. Avtd dev copPaivel dtav eipacte OOTeg
apoptiog, oAl otav eipaote Bopa apaptiog. Towg pog
£YOVV KOKOUETAYEIPLOTEL, Hag Exouv mapapernoet. Tomg
elvar amotélecpa @oPfov 1 OAlyne. Katd kaipodc pag
kataxkAvlovv cuvarsOnpotikd Bapn.

3. ®vown. Avtd pumopel va givoumpoxoieitor omd achéveiln
N otOyNuUa, avommpio | UEPIKEC QOPEG UMAMS amd TNV
TPOYWPNUEVT NAKiCL.

4. Owovopwkd - Mo OWOVOUIKY] KOTAGTPOPY 7OV
mpokAnOnke omd pi omOALGN, O UTPIKY EKTOKTY
avaykn, o kokn exevoutikn otpatnyki 1 101 dhiovg
TOPAYOVTEG.

Agv &yovue ydpo vo amapluncovpe 6AOVE TOVG TPOTOLS
K01 TO GYNUOTO TOV Ta BApT Taipvouy TN LopeY| TOVS. AAAY
Bapog givar otidNTOTE KOTOMELEL TNV TVEVUATIKT AvATTVEN
€VOC 0dEAPOD M| OGS dELPNC.

H g000vn pog anévavtt 6Tovg 00EAMPOVS KOL TIS UOEAPESG
K00 @G avTipeTonilovy avtd to Bapn.

1. Na eicon tamewvoc. [pénel va gicon Tomevog, aAM®S dev




need to be more like mountain climbers.

In 1953, you might remember the name Sir Edmund Hillary.
He led the first team to go all the way to the zenith of Mount
Everest. He had a guide with him, a Sherpa guide, whose
name was Penzick Norgay. It's a good thing Norgay was
with Sir Edmund Hillary because as they began their
descent, Edmund Hillary's foot slipped and he so lost his
balance that he fell completely, but Norgay had taken his
pick and jammed it into the ice and because of the rope
holding them together was able to keep hold of him until he
was able to make his way over and grab hold of the mountain
again. Otherwise, he would have fallen over a thousand feet.
When they got down to the bottom, everybody was ready to
make Penzick Norgay a hero, and he responded to the press,
"No, no, no, I'm not a hero." He said, "Mountain climbers
are tied to one another to help each other. That's just who we
are."”

He didn't want praise for that which was natural. He didn't
want a claim for that which was expected. Our nature as a
body demands that we be committed to mutual help.

The questions are.

1. Who is your line tied to? You can't all be tied to
every member; that's just not possible, but your line
had better be tied to some Christian brother or sister.

2. Who is going to hold you up when you slip and who
will help bear your burdens?

Whybear the burden?

The answer is simple. It's right there in Galatians 6:2,
“because it fulfills the law of Christ.” "Well, what is the law
of Christ?" I've looked all the way through the Bible and, in
my opinion, Jesus gave that law when said to his apostles
before a hostile group "A new command I give you, love one
another as | have loved you, so you must love one another."
(John 13:34)

Now when Jesus gave that command, it really was a bit of a
paradox to his listeners because he wasn't giving a new
command to love one another. Leviticus 19:18 commands,
"Love one another." That one was a thousand years before
Jesus. But the new command was to "Love one another as |
have loved you." That's how much | want you to love one
another.

Did he bear our burdens? He surely did. He bore every
burden that we have, and every burden that we will have on
that cross on a hill called, "Calvary." Because of that,
Christians know a newness of life now, and an eternal life in
a perfect place called "Heaven." Jesus has given us the
ultimate model of what it means to bear one another's
burdens—that's the new command. Do it as long as it takes,
as deep as it takes, as much as it takes. Bear one another's

burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ. Amazing Grace #1313,
Steve Flatt, May 25, 1997

Ba wpeAnoelg oe Kovévay. Oewpd OTL EIvVOl EKTANKTIKO
TO YEYOVOC OTL M EVTOAN HOG VO, KOLPAAAGUE O €vog To
Bapn tOoL GAAOL givol OTPL®YUEVN OvApESH GE dVO
oTiyovg oto Pipiio mov Aéve oyeddv to 1610 mpdypa. To
eddopo Taldrog 5:26, 1o 7tehevtaio &€dGPO TOL
KeQaAaiov 5 OnAdvel, «Ag¢ un ywouoote oAaloViKoi,
TPOKOADVTOG Kol GOBOVAOVTOG 0 €vag Tov GAAOVY Kot
TlaAdteg 6:3, «Av Kamotog vouilet 0Tt glvat KATL EVD OeV
glvar timota, €fomotd TOV €0LTO TOLY. Agv &gival
EVOLAPEPOV OTL 1 EVTOAN Vo KOvPaAdpe o évag To Papn
0V GAAov Ppioketor avapeca oe dvo PifAtobnkes. O
Adyog mov meprocdTEPOL GvOp®TOL GTNV EKKANGIOL TOVL
®eov Ogv ONKMOVOLV TEPLGGOTEPO. Papn elvar 0Tl
moTeYoLUE OTL glpacte TOAD kalol yuo va KatéPfovpe
exel Katw Kol vo fonbnoovpe. «Mnv oképtecal TOGO
TOAD TOV EQVTO GOLY.

[Tavta pe draokédale 1 1otopia TNG KVPIOG TOL TAGTNKE
oe wo Eapvikn mnuudpa KAT® omd o, VEOYELD
owPaon. To vepd avePaiver uéypt to mdtopa. Evog
veopoc Le TeTpaKivion mepvdhel amd T yépupa Thvo,
OTOUOTA, OVOiyEL TNV TOPTA Kot okOPel. BAEme exeiv T
peyoAvTepn yovaika kot povaletl, "Kupia, pmopd va cog
BonBnow;" Inkmver to PAEppa g kot Aéet: Oyl omd
exel ynAa!"

Agv tov ypnowuedel and ekel ynAid. Toamewvoppocvvn
glvar va, PAEmovpe TOV €00TO UG KOL VO EIHOOTE EKEL
kdt®. H tomevoppocivn eivan 10 BepéhMo e evIorng
010 edaplo ['oldteg 6:1, «...00 TOL €l TVELUATIKOG
VO OmOKOTOOTNOELS £€vav  adeAeo». BAémeig o1t
TVELUATIKOC Oev onuaivel 0Tt eloon tédetog. [Tvevpatikdg
dgv onuoivel amopaitnto 0Tl evepyeic SLOQOPETIKA 1)
TOAD KkaAOTEPO AO TOV adepPOd cov. I[lvevpartikdg
olyovpa dgv onpaivel va EYELG Lo, vIEPOYID TOV gival
avtapéokela. To va gicon TvevpaTikodg onpaivetl va gicot
YEUATOG TVEVLLL.

310 1010 TAOIG10 pE TO amOoTacUE pog, [aldteg 5:22-23,
EEpovpe TL onpaivel vo gioan yepdtog [vevua, étot dev
glvo;  Znmpaiver  oydmm, xopd, €PNvn, VLIOUOVN,
KoAooVvn,  TpadTNTO,  KOAOGUVYN,  TWOTN Ko
avtokvplapyio. TodiEte Ola ovtd Kot Exete va Tvedo
TamEWVOTNTOG, £TGL OEV gival,

[Tapa moAréEC popég, eiplaoTe cav TOLE AvOPMTOVE GE pid
pupn moAn oto Kovéktikat. ‘Hrov éva mpodotio piog
omd TIg peyaieg modelc. Mepikoti amd tov KdG o dpyioav
va Boudvovy Alyo yioti vanpyav arpdcEKTOL 061Y0l TOLV
£tpeyav 610 pKpoO T0ug mpodotio. Etot, 53 and avtovg
éBodav T OVOUOTE TOVG GE 10 AVOPOPE, TO THYAV GTOV
oepipn Kot elmav: «ZTapatnote avtd oTIV TOAN pog». O
oeplpng eine: «Ba d® TL UTOP® Vo KAv». Atyeg viyTeg
apyotepa, EPare éva polol. Ziyovpo, cvvérafe mEVTE
dropa yioo aldylotn odnynon oy woOAn. Kot ot wévte
glyav T OVOLATA TOVG GTIV aVOPOpPdL.

Mepikég  @opég  umopolue mepnoove  vo  Ppodue




Admonish One Another

There are many times where the Bible tells us to do certain
things to one another. The reason for that is: We are the
Body of Jesus Christ. We are members connected to one
another, like a hand is connected to wrist, or a foot is
connected to an ankle. Because we're connected, there are
certain things we have to do for one another and to one
another.

For example, the umbrella command is to "love one
another.” Right? Then we look at things like "accept one
another," "encourage one another," and "forgive one
another." This lesson may be the most difficult one to apply.
How do you really love those members of the body who are
not living as they should? What do we do for those kinds of
folks?

A lot of times we do what the little girl said when she
misquoted the great commission by just one word. She said,
"Go ye into all the world and preach the gossip." That's
close, but that's still very far away. I've searched the Bible
on these one another passages, and | can't find a single
command in the New Testament where it says, "Talk about
one another."

"l myself am also persuaded of you my brethren that you
also are full of goodness, filled with knowledge, able also to
admonish one another." (Romans 15:14-KJV) Now
admonish is not a word we use everyday. One of the most
common synonyms for admonishing one another is
instructing one another. That's the way it's rendered in the
NIV.

The New International Dictionary of New Testament
theology defines admonish; "It seeks to correct the mind, to
put right what is wrong in order to improve the spiritual
attitude." In other words, admonishment implies a re-
direction of thinking. It is an instruction, but it's in the
context of righting a wrong.

1. Counsel, to warn, or to correct.

Certainly, there is a place in the body for instruction and
teaching. There is also a place in the Body of Christ for
correction. That is not the same as negative teaching. There
is a place in the body for positive instruction and there is a
place in the body for positive correction. Admonishment is
not about being negative at all. It's not about condemnation.
It's not about judgmentalism; rather, it is a positive warning
and guidance that is based on God's truth.

2. Admonishment from love and concern and not
haughtiness.

Paul wrote about a brother who had been admonished,
corrected and warned "Yet do not regard him as an enemy,
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but warn" (there's the same word as admonish) "but warn
him as a brother." (2 Thessalonians 3:15) Admonishment
isn't what you do to label somebody, it's not what you do to
criticize somebody and it's not what you do to be ugly to
somebody. It's to help brothers and sisters. It stems out of
love and concern.

The classic example of an admonisher is a parent. Now
moms and dads, | know you can relate to this. What does
Ephesians 6:4 say? We've quoted it all of our lives, "Bring
up your children in the nurture and the admonition of the
Lord." Do you know what the word admonition is? It is the
noun form of the verb, admonish. "Bring up your children
in the admonition of the Lord."

Parents, a major part of your job is to teach your children.
Can you, over the course of their entire childhood, only
teach without correction? No, it just doesn't work that way.
You don't want to nag or correct out of anger. You want to
always be motivated by love. But a parent abdicates
responsibility if he or she never corrects, never warns or
never admonishes. | think parents, more than anybody else,
know that wouldn't work. Yet, we parents also know that
admonishing and re-directing of our children stems out of
our great love for them. That's the way it is to be among
Christians.

The apostle Paul practiced what he preached, didn't he? If
you've read your New Testament at all, you know that Paul
was not afraid to confront anybody, anywhere and at any
time about sin in their lives. In Galatians 2:11, he confronted
the apostle Peter. | had to confront him because he did the
wrong thing. Acts 20:31, Paul admonished elders in the
church. But I love the way that verse concludes when he says
to those elders, "Remember that for three years | never
stopped warning" there's the word, "warning each of you
night and day with tears." Do you see the compassion and
the love? Paul knew that at times admonishment was the
right thing to do, but there's a right way to do it.

A. Who is responsible for being an admonisher?

Whose ministry is it? First, it is the responsibility of
leaders of the body. "Now we ask you, brothers, to
respect those who work hard among you, who are over
you in the Lord (look at this) and who admonish you.
Hold them in the highest regard in love because of their
work. Live in peace with each other." (1 Thessalonians
5:12-13)

In those two verses Paul recognizes the great difficulty
of shepherding a church. He knows that those men who
are going to serve as elders are going to at times need to
redirect the thinking of some of the members who are in
error. He charges us to support those men whose task it
is to do so. Leaders cannot lead a church if they turn
their head to sin because it will destroy their credibility.
But it's also true that leaders can't lead if they are not
supported by and respected by the body when they do
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admonish. Likewise, members will not be able to
support leaders if they are not informed about what the
leaders are attempting to correct or accomplish. If a
church has leaders who care enough to confront
carefully and lovingly, they should be held in the highest
esteem by the members of that body.

B. Whose responsibility is it to admonish?

Yes, the leaders, but also the members of the body; "And
we urge you, brothers,” now Paul is addressing it to the
entire church at Thessalonica, "we urge you, brothers,
warn those who are idle, encourage the timid, help the
weak, be patient with everyone." (1 Thessalonians 5:14)
Again, that word, warn, is the Greek word for admonish.
So Paul points to a reciprocal, brotherly ministry of
Christians administering mutual and caring oversight.
He said, "I want you to feel like you've got the
responsibility to admonish one another." Why? Because
we are members of one another. If you're going to obey
the "one another" passages, you must understand what
it means to be “members of one another.” We're not
members of an organization. We're members of an
organism. We're members of a body, and we're
connected to one another.

Most Christians are very afraid of mutual
accountability. Very seldom do you see any
admonishment going on between members. | think it's
because of the fallacy of the most prevalent concept of
what church is all about. That concept is: You assemble
as a church, sit down, listen, and leave. I'm in charge of
my life. You're in charge of yours. | don't mess with you,
and you don't mess with me. That's not what
membership in the Body of Christ means. Is that the way
your hand relates to your arm? | don't have anything to
do with you. You don't bother me. We just do our own
thing. We are responsible for one another. The church is
Christian people, an organism, not an organization.

C. What does it take to be an admonisher? If it's going to be
a ministry that we do—how do we do it?

a) Be full of goodness. "I myself am convinced, my
brothers, that you yourselves are full of goodness.”
(Romans 15:14 NIV) See that's what allows them the
ability to admonish. He says, you've got Christian
character and you've got a level of maturity. Thus, you
have the credibility when it comes time to admonish.

I don't know about you, but I don't respond very well when
somebody storms in and attempts to set me straight.
How about you? But, I listen and respond when
someone in humility comes with their eyes filled with
tears to talk to me about a misunderstanding, or maybe
just an area where I'm wrong.

In his first letter to Corinth, Paul had some hard things to
say to that church: "l am not writing this to shame you,
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brothers, but to warn you, as my dear children." (1
Corinthians 4:14) If you want people to listen to you
when you admonish, you'd better walk with integrity
and interact with humility. Judgers tend to be full of
themselves while admonishers tend to be full of
goodness. There's a big, big difference.

b) Be filled with knowledge. Again, in Romans 15:14, after
he says be full of goodness, he says, "Be complete or
be filled with knowledge." Now Paul is not speaking
there about random knowledge, just having a lot of
facts; he's talking about Christian knowledge. He's
talking about knowing Scripture, but he means actually
growing in Scripture. Paul compliments the Christians
in Rome because they're not just going through
Scripture, Scripture is going through them. When that
happens, you have the ability to adequately and
effectively admonish somebody.

"All Scripture is God-breathed..." (2 Timothy 3:16) is
memory work for most of us, it talks about what
Scripture is all about. What does the rest of the verse
say? "..and is useful for teaching," yes, also for
"rebuking, correcting..." See the ability to admonish is
found in those who walk with Christ, who are filled
with goodness, and the knowledge of Scripture.
Admonishment, just like encouragement, forgiveness,
acceptance, and just like every one of these "one
another" passages in this series are just natural
outflows of Jesus into the lives of others. Our Lord did
every one of these things at the right time, to the right
people and with the right attitude.

Now not everybody in the church can be an
admonisher. There are some folks in every church who
don't walk with enough credibility to admonish
somebody else. I'm not talking about perfection, but |
am talking about walking the walk. Then there are
other people in the church who are too ignorant of
Scripture to be able to adequately admonish somebody
else. But every church must have some, hopefully
many, members who are mature enough to be
admonishers.

D. How do we do it? How should we admonish one another?

a. Admonish violations of Scripture, and let's let that be
the parameter. Some of you may think this violates the
command to "accept one another" because of other
passages in Romans. Paul said "therefore let us stop
passing judgment on one another" (Romans 14:13);
"accept one another, just as Christ accepted you"
(Romans 15:7) and "Oh yes, but I do want you to also
admonish one another. 1 want you to correct one
another.” (Romans 15:14) You may be scratching your
head and asking, "Well, what gives? | don't
understand.”
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All we're seeing here again is the need for balance and
discernment in the body. If you haven't figured it out,
let me make it clear for you. Paul in Romans 14 and 15
argues that there is considerable room in the body for
opinion. In fact, there is considerable room for personal
conviction. But there is no room in the body for
deliberate sin. Paul made it clear that in matters of
opinion and personal conviction, there should be
acceptance. But admonishment brings a brother or a
sister face to face with the teaching of Scripture. We
must humbly and lovingly point out these violations. |
like what one old preacher said, "If you can't bring
God's Word into the matter, then the matter is not worth
bringing up." That's the parameter for admonishment.

b. Be sure to examine your own life.

A man stepped on one of those old timey scales and put
in his nickel. It gave him a little card along with his
weight. He nudged his wife and said, "Honey, look it
says "You're handsome, witty, and intelligent." She
said, "Give me that card." She looked at it and said,
"Yes, and it's got your weight wrong, too." Do you
know what you need to do before you admonish
somebody else? You really do need to weigh your life.
Jesus taught that principle in the Sermon on the Mount
"Why do you try to get the speck out of your brother's
eye before you look at that giant beam sticking out of
your own eye." (Matthew 7:3) You cannot be an
admonisher until you first examine your own walk with
God and be sensitive to it.

Let me give you a little caveat. You're not qualified to
be an admonisher until you, yourself, can receive
admonishment. If you think there are not areas in your
life that occasionally don't need correction, you had
better think twice. You better mark that well.

c._Confront the individual, personally.
Now this is hard. Confront the individual personally.
Public admonition is not to be used to avoid personal
confrontation. Neither does sending a letter or e-mail.
The Bible teaches that public admonition is the last step
in correcting a person.

Jesus says that if you've got something against a
brother, he's wronged you, here's how you deal with it
a) you go to them to see if you can't just work it out, b)
if he won't listen, take two or three witnesses, and try
to use group mediation, c) "™If he refuses to listen to
them, tell it to the church;" (look now) and d) "'if he
refuses to listen even to the church, then treat him like
a pagan.”'(Matthew 18:15-17)

| found in those rare instances where I've ever seen
church discipline exerted, that we've skipped step
three. When it's ever done, you go to them one on one,
you take two or three, then you go tell the Elders and
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2. potpomi| amd ayamn Ko avnovyio Kot Oyt vrepoyioa.

O Iadroc €ypoaye yoo évav adeA@d mov glxe vovbetel,
SopBwbel ka1 mpoeomombel «Mnv tov Bewpeite Opwg
€x0pd, oA mpoedomomote» (VIdpyeL M 10w AEEN pe
voulecin) «OoAAd TPOEWOTOoTE TOV G adeA@O». (2
®eccarovikeic 3:15) H mopaiveon dev eivar avtd mov
KAveTe Y10 va yopaktnpicete kKdmolov, dgv gival owtd ToL
KOVETE Y10 VO EMIKPIVETE KATOOV KO OEV €lval aVTO TTOV
Kévete Yo vo glote doynpot og kamowov. Eival vo Bonddg
adeAPoVG Kat aderpéc. IInyalel amd aydnn kot ovnovyio.

To Khoowkd mapdderypo €vog mpogdomomty sival Evag
yovéac. Topa popddeg kot prourdades, EEpw OTL umopeite
va oyetioteite pe avtod. T Aéet 1o eddpio Epeoiovg 6:4; To
&yovpe avapépel og OAN pog ™ Con, «Meyoaldvete ta
o018 GG e TNV avaTpoen Kot Ty vovBesia Tov Kupilovy.
Hépete T glvan n AéEN mapaiveon; Eivor o ovclootikdg
TOTOG TOL PNUATOG, VOVOETEL. «MEYOUADOTE TO TULIIH OO LUE
v moapaiveor tov Kvpiovy.

Tovelg, éva onuavtikd pépog tng doLAEWIG cog sival va
daéete Tt modld cag. Mmopeite, Katd T SidpKeld
0AOKANPNG TNG TOOIKNG TOVG MAkioGg, vo dddEeTe HOvo
yopic dSopbwon; Oy, amhd dev Aettovpyei £tol. Agv BéleTe
va ykpwialete | va d10pBdvete amd Bupod. Oélete vo, Exete
mhvto KivnTpo 1 aydmn. AALG €vag Yoviog mapotteiTol omd
v evBovn av dev dopbdcel TOTE, HEV TPOEIOOTOGEL T} dEV
vovfetel moté. Nopilw 6tL o1 Yyoveig, meplocdTepO 0o
omolovonmote GAAov, yvopilovv OtL avtd dev  Oa
Aerrovpyovoe. 61000, gueic ot yoveic yvmpilovue emiong
OTL 1 TOPOIVEST] KOl 1 OVOKATEDBUVOT TOV TOUSIDV LOg
mnyalel amd T peydin pog aydmn yuo avtd. ‘Etot givan va
gloar peta&d Tov Xplotiavov.

O andotorog IMadrog €kave owtd mov KNpLTTE, £TCL dEV
eivay; Edv €xete dwuPaocetl kaboAov v Kavr Awbnkn oag,
yvopilete 6tL 0 Ilavrog dev @ofdtav vo avTIUETOTIGEL
KOVEVOY, OTOLONTOTE Kot 0vVE TGO GTUYUT Y10 TNV apLopTio
ot {on tov. 10 £ddplo 'ordteg 2:11, avtipetdnice Tov
amoctoro [1étpo. Enpene va tov aviuetonion yati Ekove
t0 AdBoc. Tlpd&eig 20:31, o IMadroc vovBétmoe ToLG
PecPLTEPOLG TNV EKKANGICL. AALG OV OPECEL O TPOTOG UE
TOV 07010 OAOKANPAOVETOL 0LTO TO €GP0 OTOV AEEL GE
gkeivoug tovg mpecsPutépoug: «Na Bvudote OtL Yo Tpia
xPOVIOL OV OTOUATNON TTOTE VO TPOELOOTOL®» VITAPYEL 1
AEEN, «TPOEIOOTOIDOVTUG TOV KaOEVO amd €50 VOYTO KoL
uépa. ue odxpvoy. BAénelg tn coumovia ko v aydmn; O
Mol f&epe O6T1 pepkég Popég N Tapaiveon MoV TO GOGCTO,
aAAG VITGPYEL £VOG OOOTOG TPOTOG VOL TO KAVOLLE.

C. Ioiog eivon vrevBuvog yia v vapén vovbeciog;
Tivog eivar to vrovpyeio; Ilpmtov, eivar gvBovn TV
Nyet@v 100 copotoc. "Topa cag ntdue, adépela, vo
oePaoteite avtovg mov gpyalovtal oKANPE avauecd
oag, Tov gival Tave cag otov Kovpio (deite avtod) won




the Elders might get up and say, "Don't have anything
to do with them." It says, "Tell it to the church, and if
he won't listen to them," see the picture I get from that
is, the church (the members, Christians) says, "We've
got a brother in trouble. He is deliberately spitting in
the face of God. How about every one of you getting in
touch with him this week and next week?" You talk
about positive peer pressure, you talk about those
people saying, "Brothers, we love you, we want you to
come back." I've never in all my years been asked to do
that, but that's what | read in Matthew 18. If he won't
listen to them, then treat him like a pagan. Folks,
sometimes in a body, amputation is necessary, but it is
always the last resort.

d. Direct him or her to Jesus.

"We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching
everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present
everyone perfect in Christ." (Colossians 1:28) Do you
know that the goal of admonition is admonishment? It's
not to make somebody tow the line to my expectations.
Admonishment is simply encouraging one another to
be like Jesus, helping steer us when we begin to get off
course, steering us back to that goal of being Christ-
like.

e. Encourage the one who responds.

Maybe they respond from you just going one on one
or, maybe it's after two or three times. | don't know, but
encourage the one. In Corinth a brother was just living
in open rebellion. He was in some kind of incestuous
union. Paul said, "Don't tolerate that church, that's just
dead wrong." (1 Corinthians 5) So, they exercised the
spiritual discipline we talked about a moment ago. He
responded by repenting. But some of the brothers and
sisters were holding it against him, even after he
repented. As a result Paul said, "Now about that
brother, you ought to forgive and comfort him so that
he will not be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow." (2
Corinthians 2:7)  Make sure you understand that
nobody's role is to be only an admonisher.

Among the spiritual gifts in Romans 12, it doesn't ever
say the gift of admonishment. It's nobody's job just to
go around and correct everybody they see. When
somebody responds positively to loving correction,
then encourage them and embrace them.

The command to admonish one another is the hardest
one of all. It's difficult, risky, and costly, but the
dividends are eternal. If we don't care enough to
admonish, then we don't care enough. Paul said, “And
I myself also am persuaded of you my brethren that you
are also full of goodness, filled with knowledge, able
also to admonish one another.”

oL Gog vouBetovv. Na Tovg Exete DYIOTN EKTIUNGN UE
aydmn yio 1o £pY0 TOUG. ZNOTE UE EPNVI O £VOG LIE TOV
aAro." (1 Oeocarovikeig 5:12-13)

e autd Ta 600 £dapio o [Tavlog avayvmpilel tn peydin
dvokoAia Tov va molaivelg pia ekkAnoio. I'vaopilet 6t
ekeivol o1 dvtpec mov TPOKELTAL VO VNPETNGOVY OG
mpecPitepor  Ba  mpémer KOTA  KOPOVG  va
avakaTeELOVHVOVVY TN GKEYN OPICUEV®V OTTO TO LEAT TTOV
Kévouv AdBog. Mag avabBéter vo vrmootnpifovpe
ekeivoug Toug dvopeg Twv omoimv 1o kabnKov glvat va
T0 Kdvovv. Ot Nyéteg dev pmopovv va nyndodv piog
EKKANGIOG v GTPEPOLY TO KEPAAL TOLG GTNV QLOPTIO
ywti Ba Kataotpéyel v aflomotio Toug. AAAG gival
emiong aAnBela O6TL o1 Nyéteg dev umopovv va nyndovv
€dv oev voopilovrat Kot dev yivovtal oefactol amod
0 ocdpo O6tav vovBetovv. Opoiwg, ta péAn dev Ba
pumopovv vo, vooTnPiEovy Tovg MyEtec edv dev elvan
EVNUEPOUEVOL YO TO TL TPOGTaHOVV Vo SlopBdcovy 1
va emtdyovv ot Nyéteg. Edv o exkdinoio £yl nyéteg
mov  vowdfoviol OpPKETE Yy VoL OVTIUET®TIGOLY
TPOCEKTIKG Kol Ue aydnmrn, Oo mpémer va &govv
UEYLETN EKTiUMON amd Ta PEAN VTOD TOL CAOUATOG.

. ITowvov guB0Ovn givarl n Tpoeomoinon;

Nat, ot nyéteg, addd Kot ta LéEAN Tov copatog. «Kot cog
TAPOTPOVOLLE, AdEAPOD), Tdpa o ITavdog To amevBivel
€ OMOKANPN TV ekKAncio g Oeccalovikng, «oog
TPOTPEMOVE, OOEAPOL, VO  TPOELDOTOLEITE  TOVG
adpavelg, vo evBappbvere tovg delhovg, va Ponbdrte
TOUG AOVVOUOVG, Vo €XETE LWOUOVH HE OAovgy. (1
®cccarovikeic 5:14) Ko 7wdA, ooty 1 Aéén,
mpogwonoinomn, eivor n eAAnvikny AéEn v vovBeoia.

‘Etot, o Ilaviog emonpaiver pio apooio, adelpun

dwkovio Xprotiavav wov dayepiletal v apoifoio
emifreyn kot ™ epovrida. Eine, «@éhm va vimbete oti
€xete v €vBvvn va vovbeteite o €vag tov GAAOVY.
INorti; Totl eipoaote uédn o évag tov didov. Edv
TPOKELTOL VO, VTTOKOVGETE OTIG MEPIKOTES «O EVAG GTOV
GAdo», mpémel vo katoAdPete TL onpoivel vo elote
«uEAN o évag tov GAlov». Agv gipoote HEAN oG
opydvoong. Eipoote pédn evog opyaviouov. Eiuaote
HEAT EVOG GCMUOTOG Kot

O meplocdTEpOl Xpiotiavoi @ofovvial TOAD TV
apotBaio evBOv. [ToAd ordvia PAEmELg va yiveTar kapio
napoiveon petosd tov peidv. Nopilo ot eival Adyw
™G TAGYNG TC 7o d1adedouéVNG avTiAnyng yio To Tt
glvar n exkinoio. Avti 1 Wéa givat: ZVYKEVTPOVECHL
og exkAnoio, kdbecar, axodg wor ¢@evysic. Eipon
vrevbuvog yia ) Con pov. Ecv gicat vrevbuvoc yia ta
dwkd cov. Agv ta Balw pali cov, ovte €00 ta falec pall
pov. Agv givor avtd mov onpaivel GUUUETOYT GTO MU
oL Xp1o1ov. Avtdg givar 0 TPOTOG LE TOV 01010 TO XEPL
cog oyetileton pe 10 ¥€pL coc; Agv €xo kapio oyéon
pali cov. Agv pe evoyleils. Epelg amimg kdvovue ta
dwd pog. Eipoote vrevBuvol o évag yuo tov dAlov. H




Perhaps this lesson has touched your heart and rekindled in
your mind knowledge of where you need some redirection.
It may be that your own conscience has been your
admonisher. Your own conscience has said to you even
today, "I need to make things right. | need to be restored or
reconciled to God. Amazing Grace #1312, Steve Flatt, May 18, 1997

Members of One Another

"Just as each of us has one body with many members, and
these members do not all have the same function, so in
Christ we who are many form one body, and each member
belongs to all the others." (Romans 12:4)

All the other world religions will usually talk about an
appearance or a vision of their God. But the unique position
of Christianity is that the One who existed before time and
who created everything became flesh and lived among us as
a human being in the form of Jesus of Nazareth. That is
fundamental to Christianity, and there's nothing like it
anywhere else in the world's religions. That's incarnation.

In one sense, the incarnation of Jesus didn't end with His
ascension into heaven in Acts 1. Don't misunderstand, Jesus
did ascend to heaven. He is seated at the right-hand of the
throne of God, and He will stay there until He comes back
again to destroy the world and take home all those who are
His.

In another sense Jesus continues. He continues to be lived
out in the members of His body, the church. "And He is the
head of the body, the church." (Colossians 1:18)

The Bible doesn't say the church is like the body of Christ.
It doesn't say the church resembles the body of Christ. It
clearly states "the church is the body of Christ." Therefore:

The church is not an organization, it is an organism.

It is essential to understanding who the Church is and what
it does. The church is not an organization; it is an organism.
Jesus continues to live, work and move through the
members of His body. "So we in Christ form one body."
(Romans 12:5) We are a contemporary expression of Jesus
Christ, Himself.

If New Testament Christianity is to be restored to its original
concept, the church must be restored and the institutional
concepts eliminated. We need to get rid of the images, and
the vocabulary that looks at the church as an organization.
The church Christ established is an organism; it is the living
and active Body of Christ.

Parts of the Body of Christ not Church Membership

EKKANGilo givol YPLoToviKOg AadG, OpYOVIoUOS, Oyl
opyavmon.

I'. Tuyperdleton yuo vo gicat mpostdomomtig; Av mpdkettol
va gival dlokovio Tov KAVoupE—TmG 00 TO KAVOULE;

a) No eioor yepdrog karoovvrn. «Eyd o idwog eipon
TMEMEIGUEVOG, adeAPOl pov, OTL €0gig ol 10101 elote
yepdror kohootvny. (Popaiovg 15:14 NIV) Agite avtod
glval TOL TOVG EMITPETEL TNV KAVOTNTA VO VOLBETOV.
Aéel, €yeic ypoTiovikd YOpOoKTNPO Kol €YEC Eva
eminedo wppomrac. ‘Etol, éyete v aflomictio 6tov
£PYETOL 1] DPA VO TPOEIOOTOL|GETE.

Agv EEpm Yoo €60G, aALG Oev AmOVI® TOAD KOAQ OTOV
Kdmowog ewoPdArel ko emyepel va pe Eekabapioet.
Eov IIQY EIZAI? AXAG, 0KOD® Kol omovi® OTov
KOTOl0G UE TOMEWATNTO EPYETOL UE TO WATIOL TOL
yvepdto dGkpvo Yl Vo POV WANCEL Yo Lo
mapeENynon, N Iowg amAdg yio Evav Topén 6oV KAV
Aaboc.

2V TpATN TOV EMGTOAN Tpog v Kodpwvbo, o TTaviog
glye UePIKA OKANPG TPAYUATO VO TTEL GE EKEIVI TNV
ekkAnoio: «Agv 10 yploo Yo vo GOg VIPOTAC®,
adEAPOl, OAAGL YW VO OOG TPOEWBONMOU|OW, ©G
ayomnpévo pov modiy. (1 Kopwbiovg 4:14) Av
0élete o1 avBpwmol va cag akobve Otav vovbeteite,
KOADTEPO, VO TEPTOTATE HE OKEPOIOTNTO KOl VO
aAAniemdpate pe tomevotnta. Ot kpitég teivovv va
glvar yepdrol amd Tov €00Td TOLG €V 01 voubesieg
tetvouv va glvar yepdtolr kolooHvn. Ymapyet o
HEYAAN, PeYOAn dlapopdL.

B) No eloor yepdtog yvoon. Kai mél, oto €ddgio
Popaiovg 15:14, aeod Aéel va gioar yeudtog
kaAoovvr, Aéel: «[ive mnpng M yéuoe pe yvoon».
Topa o Paul dev prdet kel yia toyaioyvoor, amia
&yovtag moAld yeyovéTo. MAGEL YO YPLOTLOVIKI)
yvoor. Mihder yio ™ yvoon t™s Ipagnig, alla
gvvoel vo peyaiooel mpaypotika otn Ipaen. O
Haviog erarvei Tovg XproTiovovg 6t Popun emedon
ogv mePvovv povo and ™ I'paen, arrhd n Ipagin
nepva péoa omd avtovs. ‘Otav copPei avtod, £yete
™MV  IKOVOTNTO Vo VOVOETEITE EMUPKAOS KoL
OTTOTELECILOTIKG KATOLOV.

«OAn n Tpaen etvon Bedmvevot...» (B” Tyodbeo 3:16)
glvol épyo LVALUNG Y10 TOVG TEPLGGOTEPOVS OO EUAC,
piAdet yo o Tt givon 1 Ipagn. Tt Aéet o vrdAOITOC
OTIY0G; «...KO1 glval ¥pNoo Yio TN SdacKOAo», VoL,
eniong ywo «eminAnén, d10pbowon...» BAére 1 tkavotnta
vovleciog Bpicketal 6e AVTOVE TOV TEPTATOVV UE TOV
Xp1010, TOL €lvar YEUATOL KAAOGUVN KO T YVOGT] TNG
I'paonc. H mapaiveon, 0nmg akpipaog n evBdppuvon, n
GUYYMPECT], 1 OTOd0YN, Kol OTT®G KAOE €va, amd avTtd
TO, QITOCTIAGLLOTO, «TO €VOL TO GAAO» GE QTN TN GEPA
glvar amAdg euoikég ekpoég tov Incov otig {wég Twv




Again, if New Testament Christianity is to be restored, the
original concept of what body membership really means
must be restored. I'm convinced that their proper
understanding is based on an understanding of what it means
to be as Paul said, "members of one another." That's exactly
what Romans 12:5 says, "So in Christ we who are many
form one body."

Now what does that word, "member" mean? We use it all
the time, don't we, in connection with church. Have you
placed your membership, yet? Are you a member of that
church? We grow up hearing that term repeatedly. But let
me suggest to you that we have often used it poorly. Most
often "member" is used in an organization context and not
in an organism context.

Let me illustrate the difference. What does it take to be a
good member of an organization, “say the Rotary Club, the
Kiwanis Club, or the local garden club?” It usually takes
three things:
a) attend some of the meetings, not all, but most,
b) keep whatever rules and bylaws the club might have
and
c) pay your dues. That's essential, that's how you
become a member of good standing in a local club
or organization.

How is one considered a member of good standing in the
church? The criteria most often used are:
a) how often does one attend?
b) does he live by the standards (keep the rules)
¢) does he contribute (give a check) just about every
Sunday. If the answer is yes then they're a good
member at the So and So church.

| believe Scripture challenges that idea. See, you can be a
good member of the Rotary Club; you can be a good
member of the Kiwanis Club or the garden club without
being closely and integrally bound to everybody else in the
club. You don't have to be dependent upon those folks in
order to be a good Kiwanian or Rotarian. Paul says that's not
what body membership is. In the Body of Christ each
member belongs to the other. Let me suggest that far too
many churches around the land practice club membership in
their congregations. They don't consider themselves
"members of one another."

It's like the difference between a pile of bricks and bricks
that are cemented together in a wall. The pile of bricks isn't
connected. Which one is useful for the purpose for which
the bricks were designed? The pile of bricks, or the bricks
that are fashioned into a wall? In which scenario is it easier
to steal a brick? In too many churches the preachers and
elders are running around trying to get things done by
stacking bricks that aren't cemented together and worrying
about the devil coming in and stealing one of those bricks

dAAwv. O KOplog pog Ekave Oha avtd To TpdryLaTo Ty
KATAAANAN GTIYUY, OTOVG GMOCTOVG 0vOpMTOVS Kal e
T1 GMOGTY| 6TAOoT).

Topa dev pumopobv OAoL otV eKkKAncio va elval
vovbBeciec. Yrapyouv pepikoi Aaoi o kdbe exkAnoio
OV dgv MEPMATOVV WE OPKETH a&lomioTion Yoo va
vovBetovv kdmolov GAL0. Agv LIA® Yia TNV TEAELOTNTO,
OAAG WAG®D YO TO TEPMATNUO. XTN OULVEXELD,
VIAPYOLY AALOL AVOP®TTOL GTNV EKKANGIN TTOL 0LyVOOLV
oAb N ['pagn yia va propodv va voubetohv emapkdg
Kdmowov dAho. AANG kéBe exkAnocio mpémer va €xet
uepka, eAmilovpe moAAG, HEAN Tov Elvarl opKETA
opua yuo vo givat vovbeoies.

A. Tlog to kavoupe; Ilog mpénel va vovbetel o évag tov
aAlOV;

éva. Ilpoedomomarte Tig mapaPiacelg g ['paenc kot ag
agrnoovue avtn va givol 1 mapdpetpoc.Mepikoi amnd
€0dg umopei vo motevovy 6Tl avtd Tapafralel ™V
EVTOAN «OTOOEYOUAGTE O £VAG TOV AAAOV» AOY® GAA®DY
nepikondv oto. Popoikd. O Ilaviog eime: «Ag
GTOLOTICOVUE AOUTOV VO KPIVOULE O £VaG TOV GALOVY
(Popaiovg 14:13). «Na déxeote 0 évog Tov GAAOV,
ommg 0 Xprotdg oag déxnke» (Popaiovg 15:7) ot «L2,
vat, aAld 0Eho emiong va vovbeteite o évag Tov GALOV.
&\ va dopbdvete o évag Tov ahiovy. (Popaiovg
15:14) Mropei va Edvete 10 KePAAL GOG KOL VO, POTATE:
«Aowmdv, 11 divet; Agv koToraPaivoy.

To povo mov PrAémovpe €dm Eava eivar n avaykn yuo
16oppoTio. Kot JdKplon oto omdpa. Av dgv To €xeTe
KkataAdPel, emtpéyte pov va cog to Eexkobapicw. O
IMavrog otovg Popaiovg 14 kot 15 vrootnpilel 611
VRLAPYEL CNUAVTIKOG YDPOG GTO GO YO YVOLUT. TNV
TPAYUOTIKOTNTE, VTAPYEL ONUOVTIKO TEPODPLO Yo
TPOCOTIKN TEMOiIONGoT. AAAG deV VTLAPYEL YDPOC GTO
ocopo yw gkovoto ouaptio. O Tlaviog katéotnoe
coapéc 0Tt o Béuata YVOUNG KOl TPOCHOTIKNG
memoidnong, mPEMEL va VIAPYEL ATOdoYN. AAAL 1
mapoiveon QEPVEL Evay adeAPO N 10, 0OEAPN TPOCMTTO
pe mpdéowmo pe T dwwackario g ['paenc. [pénet va
EMOMNUAVOVLE TOREWVA KOU HE OYORN OVLTEG TIG
nmapopfiacelc. Mov apécel autd Tov gine €vag ToAMAC
1EPOKNPLVKAG, «AV dgv umopeite vo, eépete Tov AOY0
Tov g0 610 Béua, to1e TO Bépa dev ailel va Tto
0iEetey. Avt eivon | TopApETPOC Yo TapaivesT).

ol. ®povriote va eetdoete ) (oN oag.
"Evag Gvtpog mdtnoe o amd avtég Tig maAtég Cuyaptéc
Kot £Pare To VikEALO tov. Tov 0moeE o pikpn Kapto
padi pe o Bapog tov. 'Eonpwée t ouluyod Tov kot ine:
«Ayémm pov, «oita, ypaest: «Eiocor oOpopoog,
TvevuaTdong kot Eévmvoc.y Exeivn eine, «Adce pov
avt TNV Képto.» Tnv koita&e ko gine, «Nat, Kot Exel
T0 Bdpoc cov. AdBog, emiong." Eépeig TL MPEMEL VAL
Kavele mpv vovbetelg kamowov GAlo; Xperdleton




when God wants those bricks to be cemented and bonded
together. That's the idea of a body.

You don't lose a member of your physical body without
knowing it, do you? | know I've got absent-minded children,
but I've never looked at one and said, "Where did your hand
go?" "l don't know, | had it when | left this morning." But
in a body, members are so connected they don't just fall
away, they don't just disappear. That's the point. Christians
are body members. That's what it takes to make us alive in
Christ.

"The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and
though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is
with Christ. For we are all baptized by one Spirit into one
body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were
all given the one Spirit to drink.

"Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. If
the foot should say, 'Because | am not a hand, | do not belong
to the body,' it would not for that reason cease to be part of
the body. And if the ear should say, 'Because | am not an
eye, | do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason
cease to be part of the body. If the whole body were an eye,
where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body
were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? But in fact
God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them,
just as He wanted them to be. If they were all one part, where
would the body be? As it is, there are many parts, but one
body.

"The eye cannot say to the hand, 'l don't need you!" And the
head cannot say to the feet, 'l don't need you!" On the
contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are
indispensable, and the parts that we think are less honorable
we treat with special honor. And the parts that are
unpresentable are treated with special modesty, while our
presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has
combined the members of the body and has given greater
honor to the parts that lacked it, so that there should be no
division in the body, but that its parts should have equal
concern for each other. If one part suffers, every part suffers
with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.

"Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a
part of it." (1 Corinthians 12:12-27)

Implications of meaning of body membership.

1. Membership involves dependency.

The concept of body membership helps us understand
that no Christian can function effectively by himself. |
am very fond of my hand. I use it to touch, point, grasp,
write, and for all kinds of things. It is very useful to me
as long as it's attached to my body. But the moment it's
no longer attached to my body, it is no longer useful to

nmpaypatikd vo Quyiceig ) {on cov. O Incotg didate
avt) Vv apyn oty Exnl tov Opovg Oprio "Torl
npoonabeic va Pydielg Tov KOKKO amd TO UATL TOL
adEPPOV TPOTOV KOLTAEELS AV TO TO YLYAVTLO SOKAPL TTOV
Byaiver and 1o dwkd cov patiy (Matbaiog 7:3) Asv
umopeic vo giocar vovbeoia péxpt va eEetdoeic TpmTa
T S1k1 6ov PoAta pe Tov Ogod kot va gicat evaicOntog
o€ aTo.

Emutpéyte pov va cog Kavo pia pikpn emipvAaln. Agy
éxete 10 mMPocdvia va yivere vovbBecio péypt vo
umopécete eoeilg ot idot va AdPete vovbesia. Edv
TOTELETE OTL gV LVIAPYOoLY Topelg otn N cag Tov
TEPIOTAGLOKA deV ypetaloviat dStopbmaon, KaAdTepa va
T0 oKepteite dvo Popéc. Kaihtepa vo 0 onUEUDGELS
KOAQL.

VT0. AVIIHLETOTIOTE TO ATOUO, TPOCMTIKA.
Topa avtd eivar duokoro. AVIWETORIOTE TO GTOUO
npoocwnikd. H onuoocia mapoaiveon oev mpémel va
YPMNOoTOlEiTaL Yoo Vo amo@evyfel 1 TPOCMTIKY
avtimapdBeon. OvTE 1 0mOGTOAN €moToOA)G 1 e-mail.
H Biplog d1ddoKel 60TL | dnuocia Topaivesn gival to
terevTaio Prpa yio tn S10pbwon evog atdpov.

O Inoovg Aéel OTL av EYEIC KATL EVOVTIOV EVOG 0OEPPOV,
o€ adiknoe, opioTe TMOG TO OVIIUETOMILES 0) Tryaivelg
G€ 0TOVG VoL OELG av deV UTOpPEig va, To Adoelg, ) av
dev Ba axovoel, Ilapte 000 M Tpelc pAPTLPEG KOt
TPOoTaONoTE VO (PNCUOTOMNGETE  OMOOIKN
Stopecordpnon, v) «Av opveitor vo Toug 0KOVOEL,
meite 10 otV ekkAncio». (koita TdOpa) kal d) «Av
apVELTOL Vo, aK0DOEL KON Kot TNV eKKANGia, ToT1e vo
0V Pépecat cov E0mAOLATPNG» (Matbaiog 18:15-17)

AmicTOo0 G EKEIVES TIGC OTAVIEG TEPITTAOGELS TOV
€xm 0g1 TOTE v 0oKEITUL EKKANGLOOTIKY Teapyia, 0Tt
nmaporeiyape 1o tpito Prua. Otav TeEAEDOEL, TOVG
Tnyaivelg évag mpog Evav, maipvelg 000 1| TPELS, PETA
mnyaivelg va melg otovg llpeofitepovg ko ot
[pecPitepor pmopei vo onkmbBovv kot va tovv, "Mnv
&xelg xopto oyxéon poli toug". Aéer, "lleg 10 otv
ekKAnoia, Kot av dev Tovg akovoel”, deite TV ekdva
7oV €Y 070 aVTO, M EKKANGia (Tar LéEAN, 01 XpLoTiovol)
Aéel, "Eyxovue évav 0deApO oe pmeAddec. XKOTULO
@TOVEL 6TO TPOS®TO TOL Be0v. T1 Ba Aéyate va Epbete
o€ emoen poll Tov avtn TV fOoNAda Kol TNV EXOUEVT|
gpooudda;». Mildte ywoo Ogtikr mieon oamd TOVG
GUVOUNAIKOVG, WIAGTE Yoo KEIVOVG TOVC avOpOTOVG
mov Aéve, «Adépolo, oag oyamape, OEAovpe va
emotpéyeten. Iloté Ol pov ta Ypovia Oev LoV
{ntOnke va to Kave outd, oAAG ovTd» Eival ovTd TOL
duiPaca oto Katd Matbaiov 18. Av dev toug axovoet,
TOTE V0L TOV GUUTEPLPEPEG UL GAV EWWMAOAATPNG. Dilot,
UEPIKEG POPEC OE éva OO, O OKPMTNPLOGHOG elval
amopoitntog, 0AAG glvar mévta 1 Tedevtaio Avor).




me. In fact, it will begin to putrefy and decay if
detached.

In exactly the same way Christians outside the Body
will decay. You can assemble every Sunday, sit in a
pew, even give your money, but, that alone will not
prevent spiritual decay. You must be integrally
connected to the Body to prevent decay. You've got to
be connected. You need to have some people that are
integrally concerned about you, that know you and
check on you regularly.

Every member of the body needs a group with whom
they pray, share personally one-on-one, listen, and
respond in a time of need immediately, people with
whom they are directly loving and nurturing. If you
think you don't need that, the Apostle Paul disagrees
with you for he stated "The eye can't say to the ear, 'l
don't need you." And the head can't say to the foot, 'l
don't need you." That's not how body membership
works.

Independence is an American virtue, but it is not a
Christian virtue. Sometimes we tend to think in our
culture that anything that is a good American value has
got to be a good Christian value; often it is, but
sometimes it is not. Sometimes as Americans, we boast
of our independence. Christians should not boast of
scriptural independence, but rather boast of dependence
upon God and the body for our spiritual health. The
body is not made so that its members can be independent
of one another.

Have you ever eaten a piece of food that was bad? The
food didn't really go bad; what happened is some
bacteria got on that food. One time | ate a piece of
chicken. When it got in my stomach the gastric juices
met that chicken and the bacteria in the chicken. The
bacteria said to the gastric juices in the stomach, "Oh,
how do you do? What can we do for you?" The gastric
juices said to the bacteria "No, you don't understand, it's
what we're going to do for you. We're here to dissolve
you and break you down along with this chicken and to
gradually just absorb you to where you become a part of
this body." The bacteria said, "Oh, no, no, no, | don't
want to do that. See | want to retain my identity. | don't
want you breaking me down. | want to stay just like |
am." The gastric juices said, "No, you don't understand,
that's not the way it works around here; we break
everything down so that we're a unit, we are part of a
body." The bacteria said, "No, you're not breaking me
down." The gastric juices said, "Well, if we don't break
you down, you leave the body." About midnight we
disfellowshipped the bacteria in a very unpleasant way.

Do you see the point? In a body, either you are
integrated into the body dependent upon it, or you leave.

pe. KatevBoveté tov otov Incov.

«Tov knpovccovpe, vovdetel Kot O10GGKOVTOG TOVG
TAVTEG LE OAN TN GOPia, Yo VO TOPOVCIAGOVLE TOV
kaféva tékelo v Xpoto». (Kolooooeic 1:28)
I'vopilete 6t1 0 otOROog Tng vouvbesiog eivar m
vovbBeoia; Agv gival va Kve KATO10V Vo, PULOVAKTGEL
™ ypopun oduemva pe Tl mpocsdokieg pov. H
mapaiveon eivorl amhmg vo evBappdvovpe o €vag tov
dAdov va etvar cav tov Incov, va pog fonbaet va pog
kaBodnyel otav apyifoope va Pyaivovpe oamnd v
Topela pag, vo pog odnyel miow ce avtdv TOV 6TOYO VOl
glpaote oav Tov Xploto.

f. EvBoppidvere ovtdv mov oviamorpiveral.

Towg amavticovv amd £o6g mov Tyaivete vag mPOg
évav 1, iomg glvar petd and 300 1 Tpelg eopéc. Agv
Eépw, aAld evBoppOve Tov éva. Xtnv Kopwbo évag
adeApOG Loboe amhdg oe avolytn e&éyepon. ‘Hrav oe
Kkémolo €idog alpopuktikng évoone. O Iaviog eime:
«Mnv avéyeote avtiv TV ekkAnocio, &ival amidg
AdBoc». (1 Kopwbiovg 5) 'Etor, doxnoav v
mvevpaTiky] melapyio yioo v omoio JUANGOUE TPV
a6 Ayo. AvTOC amdvTnoe LETAVODVTOC. AAAG LEPTKOT
a0 TOVG AOEAPOVG KoL TIG OOEPPES TOV TO KPOUTOHGOV
gvavtiov Tov, axoun kot oeoh peTOvONoe. €Og
amotéleoua, o Ilaviog eine: «Topa yio avtov TOV
A0EA(PO, TPEMEL VO TOV CULYY®PNOETE KAl VA TOV
TOPTNYOPNOETE YLOL VO UMV TOV KLPLEVCEL VITEPPOAIKT|
OAlyn». (2 Kopwbiovg 2:7) BePowwbeite o1
kataAofaivete 6TL 0 pOLOG Kavevog Ogv gival va, etvat
ATA®OG EVOG TPOELOOTOUTNC.

Metald TV TVELUATIKOV YOPISUATOV GTO TPOG
Poupaiovg 12, dgv avagépetol moté 10 ODPOTNG
mapaiveonc. Agv gival S0VAELD KAvVEVOS ATAMS va
TNYOivEL Kol va 010p0@vel 6hovg 660vg BréEmer. Otav
Kdmowog avramokpiveror OeTikd o1 o10pOmon pe
ayann, Tote EVOUPPUHVETE TOV KOl OYKAALAGTE TOV.

H evtoAn va vouvbetel o évag tov GAAo gival M wo
dvokoln amd Oiec. Eivar dvokolo, emkivouvo Kot
domavnpd, oALG Ta pepicpota gival aimvioa. Av 6gv Hog
EVOLOPEPEL OPKETA Yyl v vovbetel, TOTE dev MO
evoapépel apketd. O Iavrog eine: «Kat eyd o 1d1og
elpon TeMEIGPEVOG Y10 €G0S, AdEAPOL OV, OTL EI0TE Kot
€0€lg yepdtotl kaAoovVN, YELATOL YVMOT|, TKAVOL Kol VoL
vovbleteite 0 €vag Tov GAAOVY.

Toog ovtd to uaONuo ayyi€e ™V Kapdd cag Kot
avalmipwoe G6TO0 HLOAO GOC TN YVAOOTN Y. TO TOV
ypewaleote kdmown avakatevbuvon. Mmopel 1 cuveidnon
oag va givat o vovbeoiag cag. H idto cov n cuveidnon cov
€xel mel axoun kou onuepa: «Ilpémer vo dopbdow ta
apayparto. [Ipémel vo amokatactadm 1 vo copeebon pe
TOV O€0. Amazing Grace #1312, Steve Flatt, 18 Maiov 1997




Our bodies are not designed to tolerate absolute
independence. Do you remember the story of an
independent church in the Bible? Its name was
Laodicea. They thought they had it altogether, and Jesus
said to them in Revelation 3, you say you're rich and you
don't need a thing, but let me tell you what you are:
"You're wretched, pitiful, poor, blind, and naked." What
did He say He was going to do? "l will spew you out of
my mouth." Folks, we're not in the body of Christ if we
don't need each other. If we don't need each other, we're
not in the body.

Membership emphasizes equality.

“Just as each of us has one body with many members,
and these members do not all have the same function, so
in Christ we who are many form one body, and each
member belongs to all the others.” (Romans 12:4-5)
The context of that passage is Romans 12:3 "For by the
grace given me | say to every one of you: Do not think
of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think
of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the
measure of faith God has given you." Why? Then he
goes on to say because we are all just parts of a body.

Have you ever seen a picture of a lung? Have you ever
seen a picture of a liver? They're not very pretty, are
they? | don't care for them. I'd much rather see a picture
of a pretty hand, or a pretty face. But what God has
deliberately done is designed the unseen less sightly
parts to allow the visible parts to do what they do. You
know I'd rather see a face than a lung. But a face can be
a pretty ugly thing if the lung is not working.

Some people think the visible parts of Christ’s body;
i.e., the preachers and teachers, are more important than
other people of the Body. Not so, not any more
important than the face is any more important than the
heart or the lungs. In reality the visible parts can only
function because the many invisible parts of the body
have all been working together performing their much
needed function. See all the members of the body are
important; that's why we care about one another.

But clubs and organizations don't operate that way.
They have a hierarchy, a pecking order or pyramid.
Clubs operate on this principle. Visibility is equated to
significance. If you don't believe that, just go to the
annual club dinner. Do you want to know who the most
important people are in that club? It's easy, just look at
who is at the head table. Who's going to stand up at that
podium, and who's going to speak over and over again?
Those are the chief Kahunas, those are the ones who are
more important. In a club and most organizations,
visibility is equal to importance, but a body doesn't think
that way. If anything, the less visible parts of the body
are more important than the visible parts.

Méhn o évag Tov GAlov

«Onwg o xkaBévag pog Exel éva oo Pe TOAAA LAY, Kot
avTa To PEAT Oev €xouv Olo TNV id1a Agttovpyia, £TGL Kot
otov Xp1otod gleig mov gipoote moldol oynuatilovpe Eva
ocopa Kot kabe pérog avikel oe Oha o dAloy. (Popaiovg
12:4)

'Oleg o1 dleg Bpnoxeieg Tov KOGHOL GLVNO®G WAV Yia
pa epedvion M éva opope Tov ol Tovg. AAAL 1) LOVOSTKY|
6¢on tov XproTaviopov gival 611 Avtog oL VINPEE TPV
Ao TOV YPOVO KOl TOV dNUIOVPYNOE TO TAVTA EYIVE GOPKA
Kot é{noe avpecd pog wg dvBpwmog pe tn popen Tov Incov
a6 ™ Nolopét. Avtd eivar Oegpehddeg vy Ttov
Xplotoviopd, Kot 0ev LIAPYEL KATL TAPOUOI0 TTovbevd
aALob 611G Opnokeieg ToL KOGUOV. AVTO glval EvedpKmon.

Kata pia évvotla, n evedpkmon tov Incov dgv teheimwoe pe
mv avanyn Tov otov ovpavd otig llpdéeg 1. Mnv
nape€nyeite, o Incovg avéfnke otov ovpavo. Kabetar ota
de&1d tov Bpdvov Tov Beov kot B peivel ekel péypt va
eMOTPEYEL EQVA Y100 VAL KOTAGTPEWYEL TOV KOGLLO KOl VOL TAPEL
670 OT{TL GAOVG 6GOVG EIVaL SIKAG TOV.

Me pa dAdn évvowr o Incotg ocuveyilel. Zuveyiler va (et
péca ota péEAN Tov ompatds Tov, v exkkAinoio. «Kot Avtdcg
glvar 1 KeQoAT Tov cOUATOC, TNG ekkAnciog». (Koloooaeig
1:18)

H Biplog dev Aéel 6TL 1 ekkAncio €ivol 6oV TO GMOUO TOV
Xp1oto0. Agv Aéel 0TL 1 ekkAnoio potdlel Ue T0 GOUN TOV
Xp1o100. Ankdvel EexdBopa «n ekkAncio glval To cOUN TOV
Xptotooy. Enopévag:

H gkxinoia ogv givan opyaviepog, sival opyaviopoc.
Eivar amapaitnto vo katavoncovpe mow eivon 1 Exkinoio
kot Tt kévetl. H ekidneio dev givar opyavioudc. eivat évag
opyavicpdc. O Incovg cuveyilel va (et, va epyaletot Ko vo
Kivettan péca amo to péAn tov cdpatog Tov. «Epeic Aomov
gv Xpotd oynuatiCovpe évo copoy. (Popaiovg 12:5)
Eipaote o odyypovn ékepoacn tov idov tov Incov
XpioTtov.

Edv o Xpiotiaviopodg g Kowvng Awabnkng mpdxetton va
amoKoTooTa0EL 6TV 0pYIKY TOV £Vvold, 1 EKKANGIO TPENEL
va anokatactadel Kot o1 Oecpukég Evvoleg va ealeipOoiv.
[Ipénel va amadliayovue amd Tig eikoveg Kot 10 Ae&thdylo
ov PAémel v ekkAnocio wg opyaviopd. H ekkineio mov
idpvoe 0 Xpiotdg eivar Evag opyaviopog. eivar 1o {ovtovo
Kol evepyd X Tov XploTov.

Mépn tov Xopatog Tov Xpretov 0yt Méin Exkinociog
Kot dr, edv mpdxertar va arokotactadei o Xpiotioviouds




Paul said at the end of 1 Corinthians 12, and whenever
one part hurts, it doesn't matter if it's big, little, visible,
or invisible; every part comes to help it.

I'm not a handyman by any stretch of the imagination.
This happened many years ago and is part of the reason
I'm not a handyman now. | was out hammering
something in the garage, putting up a shelf, and | was
sitting there hammering away. | got a little cocky and |
hit the nail. It was the wrong nail. It was my thumbnail.
Have you ever done that? You burst a thumbnail, blood
is coming out and you're wondering if it's broken. You
don’t think or say, "Why you stupid thing, it's your own
fault. I'll just let you dangle there and maybe you'll just
rot off." No! Everything hurts the nervous system and
sends the alarm all the way through the body, and the
saliva glands act like the immediate EMT—the legs are
the ambulance, they start running to the bathroom, and
the voice is a siren "OWWWWW!" The whole body
begins to say, "Help the little thumb, help the little
thumb, help the little thumb." Oh when it finally
soothes, you say, "Oh, that is so much better, that's the
way it works in a body." I count you important because
you belong to me. The Christians belong to one another
and like it or not, I belong to you. We're a body—hand
and arm, leg and foot, eye and brain.

Membership demands unity.

In 1 Corinthians 12:12 Paul said, “the body is a unit,
though it is made up of many parts." The American
Standard says, "The body is one, though it has many
members." God has deliberately designed your body to
love harmony and hate discord.

| keep using these physical illustrations, personally, but
those are the ones | know best and we're talking about a
body. Some time ago | was in a basketball game, likely
the last basketball game that | ever will play in. | was
going one way, planted the left foot and the whole body
was still going left, but from this knee down, decided,
no, I'm going to stay right where | am. Then it happened
— something snapped. See, a body will not tolerate
disharmony. The body hates it when members go
against each other and fight against each other.

God wants the incarnation of Jesus to continue in the
lives of Christians. He wants the world to see Jesus
living in our lives. Nothing will destroy the purpose of
the continuing incarnation of Jesus quicker or more
completely than division in the body. That's why Paul
said "Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit
through the bond of peace.” (Ephesians 4:3)

Unity takes effort, doesn't it? It takes work and
discipline to keep a physical body working well. You

¢ Kowvng Awebnkng, mpénet va amoxatactabel 1 opykn
£vvola TOL TL ONUOIVEL TPAYUOTIKA 1 €vTaén 6TO OO,
Eipor meneopévog 6T 1 cwot) katavonon tovg Pacileton
GTNV Kotavonorn Tov TL onuaivel va gioal Onmg gime o
[avrog, «pédn o évag Tov dAlov». Avtd axpPdg Aéel To
€daopo mpog Pouaiovg 12:5, «Eueic Aomdv mov eipacte
moAlol oynuatiovpe Eva couo.

Taopa Tt onuaiver avtiy n AEEN, "péroc"; To xpnotponoodpe
ouveyme, £tol dgv gival, og oyéon pe v exkkinoio. Eyete
K@vel axopa t ocvvdopoun oag; Eiooar péhog avtnig g
ekkAnoiag; Meyokovoope okovyoviog ovtév Tov Opo
emovellnupévo. Emrpéyte pov dpwmg va cog mpoteiveo 6Tl
TO €YOVLE YPNOYOTOMGEL GLYVA KOK®G. TG meptocdTEPES
@opég 10 "péELOC" ypnoonoteital 6 TAAIGLO OpYAvVMONS
Kol O)l G€ TAOIGLO OPYOVIGUOD.

Emutpéyte pov va deiEm ) dapopd. T xpedletor yia vo
gloat KA HELOG EVOG OPYaVIGHOV, «aG ToVUE 0 Potaplavig
Ophog, 0 Orog Kiwanis 11 0 Tomkdg OLUAOG KNTOV;»
YuvnBwg yperalovton Tpia TpaypoTo.:
o) VO TOPAKOAOVONGETE PEPIKEG OO TIC GLVAVTNOELS,
oYL OAEG, OAA TIC TEPIGCOTEPEC,
B) tpodv omolovdNToTE KOvOVIoUd Kol KOTOGTOTIKO
umopei va £xe1 0 GOALOYOC Kot
Y) TANpooTE TIG 0PeIéG oag. Avtd gival amapaitTo,
€101 yiveool péhog pe kaAn 0éon oe €vav Tomo
GUALOYO 1 opyoVIoUO.

I Bempeitor kAmol0g HEAOC UE KOAT VTOGTOCT GTNV
ekkAnoia; Ta kplTiplo TOL YPNGYLOTOLOVVTOL GLYVOTEPH
glvat:
o)) OGO GLYVE TOPEVPIGKETOL KATO10G;
B) Ler oObppmva pe ta TpdTuTa (TNPEl TOVG KAVOVES)
Y) cuvelspépet (divel emtayn) oyeddv kabs Kvproxm.
Edv n oamdvimon sivor vai, t0te givor koo HEAOC
otV ekKAncia Tov Aoutov.

[Motevm ot n ['pagn aueiePnrel avth v 10éa. BAénete,
pmopeite va giote kaAd pélog tov Potapiavod Opiiov.
pmopeis va gloan kadd pérog tov Kiwanis Club 1 tov garden
club ympic va gicar otevd Kot appnKTo. GUVOESEUEVOC UE
0A0V¢ TOLC GALOVC 6TO KAauT. Agv ypeldletal vao e€apTacal
Ao aVTOVS ToLg avBpdmovg Yia va gicat kadog Kifaviavoc
N Potaprovog. O Paul Aéet 6t avtd dev gival n 1310TtnT0, TOV
UEAOVG OTO OMUO. XTO XMUO TOL Xplotov kabe péLog
avikel oto GAlo. Emtpéyte pov va mpoteiveo 6t mhpa
TOALEG eKKANGiEg YOP® 0o T YN €EAGKOVY TN GUUUETOYN
o€ KAMIUT 0TS eKKANGiEG TOVG. Agv Bewpolv Tovg e0TONg
TOVG «UEAN 0 €vac TOV GALOLY.

Eivai oav m dapopd avapeoa og éva cmpod amd ToOPAN Kot
TOVOPAM OV givar KoOAANuEVa peTa&y Tovg o€ vay toiyo. O
ocwpdg TV TovPAV dev eivan cuvdedepévoc. oo eivan
YPNOWLO YO TO OKOTO Yo TOV ONOoio OYEOAGTNKAY TO
To0PAa; O ocwpdc omd ToOPAC M TO. TOOPAM OV




can be assured the devil is furiously determined to keep
the church from living out the continuing incarnation.
Do you know how he's trying to shut us down?
Somebody says, "Well, through false doctrine." Yes.
He'll use that if he can. But hear me, for every one
church you will see fall to false doctrine, you will see 50
ravaged by a split and by a divisive spirit. "We must
make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit."

Do you know what that means practically? It means
make every effort to stay away from gossip. It means
make every effort not to be jealous of somebody else
here. It means make every effort not to be suspicious. It
means if you don't know something, ask and make every
effort to not speculate. Make every effort to stay away
from anything that would bring discord in the body. No
body stays healthy that fights itself.

Precious few physical bodies are destroyed by
something on the outside. There aren't many bodies that
are destroyed by a gunshot, a bomb going off, or a car
wreck; there are some, but not many. How do most
bodies die? Most bodies die from the inside out. They
die because of cancer, heart attacks or strokes. Most
people die because the body goes to war against itself.
That is how most churches are destroyed because the
members of the body lose sight of their commitment to

unity.

That means occasionally those who would disrupt the
unity of the body need to be confronted, gently,
lovingly, and in a spirit of peace. But the unity of the
spirit in the bond of peace is important enough that Paul
said, "You make every effort to keep it."

In summary, we've got to learn to think Biblically about
what it means to have membership in a body. How do you
do that personally on your level? Look at the conclusion,
two thoughts as we close.

1. Assess your own involvement

What kind of membership are you holding?
Organization or organism? Body or club? Have you
substituted something comfortable for something
Biblical? How healthy would a church be if everybody
practiced your form of membership?

One of the things I've noted as | looked through Paul's
illustration about the church as the body of Christ with
hands, feet, a head, ears, and eyes. He even talks about
ligaments, but he never says anything about fat. The
Holy Spirit wants it strong and lean and not just hanging
around. Now | know there are some of you who are
hurting, and you desire to be healed. You need to be
healed but there comes a time when as you are healed
by the body and the blood that flows through it, that you
then take your role as a healer. You don't just stay

OLOLLOPPDVOVTAL GE TO1YO; L€ TO10 GEVAPLO EIvOL TLO EDKOLO
va KAEyelg éva tooPlo; Xe mapa TOAAEC ekkAnocieg ot
EPOKNPVKEG Kol Ol  TPecPOTEPOL  TPEYOLY  TPLYVP®
mpoonafdviog va Kdvouv ta mpdypota otolBdlovrtag
To0PAa mov Ogv eglvar koAAnuéva petald TOLG KOl
AVNOVYOVTOG UNTTOC UIeL 0 O1aPfoAog Kot KAEWEL Eva amd
avtd o ToVPAa OTav o Bedg BENeL avtd T TOLPAN VA
KOAANB0VOV kol vo koAANBoOV petald tovg. Avty givar M
10£0. EVOG GMOUOTOG,

Agv yhvelg éva péAog Tov PLOIKOD GOV CAUATOG YMPIS Vo
10 EEpELg, 6mOTA; EEP® OTL £Y® TodLA pe ampobupio, aAAY
noté dev Koita&a éva kot gima, "Ilov mye 10 ¥EPL GovL;"
«Agv EEpm, To glya dTav Epuya onpepa to Tpmin. AAAA oe
éva. oOUO, TO HEAN Elval TOGO GUVOEOEUEVO TTOV OEV
TEQPTOLV amAd, oev eEapavifovtal. Avtd givar To vonua. Ot
Xpiotiavol givar péAn Tov codpatog. Avto ypetdleTat yio vo
{foovpe gv Xp1oto.

"To codpa givol o Lovada, oV Kol moTEAEITOL O TOALA
HEPN: Kot av OAa T LEPT] TOL Etvat TOAAG, oynpatilovv éva
ocopo. 'Etor eivon wor pe tov Xpuotd. Tati ohot
Baptilopacte and éva [vedua og évo copo—eite lovdaiot
eite 'EAANvec, oxhapor 1 eledbepor — ko 6e OAOVG pog
d00nke 10 éva [Ivevpa va movpe.

"Topa 10 cdpo dev omoTeAeiTol Amd £va PEPOG OAAL Omd
ToALd. Edv to 1ot éleye: "Emedn| dev eipon yépt, dev avikm
610 ooua'", dev Ba Emave va ivar pépog tov Ko av to avrti
éleye: «Emedn dev eipon pdti, 6ev aviK® GTO CAOUO», OV
Ba émove va eivor pépog tov codpatog. Av oAdKANPO TO
oo nTov partt, wov Ba Tav N aicbnon g akong fTav;
Edv oAoxAnpo 10 chuo MoV €vo ovti, Tov o MTav 1M
aicOnon g dcppnong; AAAG otV TporypaTkdTNTA 0 OE0C
£YEL TAKTOTOW|OEL TAL PEPT] TOV CAOUATOG, KabEva amd avtd,
onwg axpimg noere va gival. Ola éva pépog, mov Oa ftav
10 oopa; Onwg gival, VEapYoLVY TOAAA péEPT, OAAL €va
GO

«To pdrt dev pmopel va el oo ¥EPL, "Agv o€ ypetdlopon!”
Kot 10 kepdh dev pmopel va mel oto modwo, "Agv oe
yperalopo!" Avtifeta, exeiva To UEPT TOL CAOUNTOG TOV
QaivovTal o adOVapo EIVal OTOPaiTTO, KOl TO, LEPT TTOV
TOTELOVLE OTL lvar AyoTepo a&loroya To avTipeT®TI{ovpE
pe Wwitepn T kol oo PéPN mov Ogv mapovclalovtal
avruetoniCovror  pe  dlaitepn  ceuvOTTE, EVO  TO
gunapovoiaoto uépn pog ogv yperdlovrar AAG o ®gdg
GLVODOOE TO PLEAN TOL COUATOG Kol £OCE PEYOADTEPT TIUN
GTO LLEPT TTOV TO EAELTAV, ETCL MOTE VO UMV VTTAPYEL dLaipeoT)
GTO GMUA, AAAG T LLEPT] TOV VAL EVOLOPEPOVTAL TO VL Y10L TO
dAro. vmopépel, kabe pépog vropépel pali Tov: av éva
pépog tindrol, kébe pépog yaipetar pali tov.

«Topa giote T0 cOHA TOV XPLGTOV, KOl 0 KaBEvag cag givan
uépog tovy. (1 Kopwvbiovg 12:12-27)

YovERELES TG £VVOLOG TG 1OLOTNTOG HEAOVS GAONATOG,




hanging around doing nothing.

2. Assume initiative.

Don't just wait until somebody asks you to do
something. Bodies don't just get in shape sitting around,
do they? You don't sit on that couch and just suddenly
get in shape. It takes discipline; it takes work. It's the
same thing in the Body of Christ. It starts with a regular
check-up. Examine yourself and ask, "Am | who | need
to be? What discipline do I need to apply?” You need to
eat spiritual food now, exercise by involving yourself in
ministry.

If you are not a Christian, and you want to be a member
of that kind of body, then understand what God desires.
Put your trust and faith in Him, confess your belief that
Jesus is God who came to earth in the flesh to be the
atoning sacrifice for your sin, turn from your sinful ways
and die to them. Be buried with Him in baptism, allow
Him to raise you to a new creation and add you to His
Body, His Church. That's the body Christ is going to
take with Him to heaven one day.

Maybe you need to come back to the Lord, be restored from
spiritual sickness and get His blood pumping through again
so you become an active, vital, and dependent part of the

body. We want you to be that. Amazing Grace #1308, Steve Flatt, April
6, 1997

H 1di6tnto péhovg cvvendyston EGptnon.

H évvota ¢ 1810ttag péAovg Tov couatoc pog fondd
Vo KOTaAGPOVE OTL KavEVaG XPLoTIOVOG OEV LITOPEL VOl
AETOVPYNCEL OMOTEAECUATIKA HOVOG Tov. Mov apécel
oA To ¥€pt pov. To ypnowonod ywo va ayyiém, va
deiéw, vo mdacwm, vo ypdym Kor yioo kaBe egidovg
mpayparto. Etvar moAdd ypriowo yio péva apkel va givol
KOAANLEVO GTO GO Lov. AAAG TN GTLY ) TTOL dev givarn
TAEOV TTPOGKOAANUEVO GTO GO0, [LOV, OEV Eival TAEOV
YPNOLLO Yo HEVOL. XTNV TPOYUATIKOTNTA, B0 apyicel va
coamilel Kot vo amocvuvTifeTot av amokoAANOel.

Me tov 010 axpifmg tpomo ot XpioTiavol €KTOG
Xopatog 6o pBapodv. Mmopeite vor CLYKEVTPOVESTE
Kk60e Kvprokn, va kdBecte o€ évo oTaoiol, akOun Kot
vo dMCETE TA YPAUOTA GOG, OAAY, aVTO amd UOVO TOL
dev Ba amotpéyel v mvevpatikn eBopd. Tlpénet va
glote mApwg ovvdedepévol e TO ZOUO YL va
amotpéyete ) @Bopd. Tlpémel va gioar cuvoedepévoc.
Xpelaletar va  €yete  pepikohg avOpmdmovg  mwov
aVNGLYOVV AmOALTA Yl EGAG, OV GG Yvwpilovy Kot
G0G ELEYYOVV TOKTIKAL.

Kd&be péhog tov oopartog yperdletor po opddo pe tnv
omoio. TPOoeVYETAL, LOPALETOL TPOCMMIKAE Evav TPOG
£va, aKoVEL KOl OVTOTOKPIVETOL QUECMG GE L0 GTIYUN
avaykng, dTopa e To ool aryomd kot epovTilel dpeca.
Av vopileig 6t dev 10 yperdleoatl, o Amdotorog [laviog
dweovel pali cov yati gine: «To patt dev umopei va
mel oto ati «Agv og yperalopo. Kot 1o kepdht dev
umopel va mel 610 mOdL «Agv og ypewlopay. Agv
Aertovpyel £161 1 1010TNTA LEAOVG TOV CAOUATOG.

H ave&apmoia givar apepikoavikn apertr, aAld dev gival
ypotiaviky  apet. Mepwcéc @opég  teivovpe  va
TIOTEVOVE GTNV KOLATOVPO, HOG OTL OTIONTOTE EXEL
koA opepwavikny  oflo mpémer vo  eivor KON
ypoTiovikn aio. ouyva etvat, oAAG pLepikéc @opég dev
glvol. Mepucéc popég mg Apeptkovol, KovyopooTte yio
mv aveEapmoio poc. Ot Xpiotovoi dgv mpémel va
Kowyovvtol Yo v aveéoptnoia tov [papdv, aAld
udAdov yio mv e€aptnon omd tov Ogd Kol To GO Yo
TNV TVELOTIKN pag vyeio. To copa dev eivar pTioyuévo
£T01 OGTE TO LEAN TOL VO LITOPOVV VL Etvar aveEdpTnTa
70 évol amd 10 GALO.

"Exete @del moté éva KOUUATL @oynToD TOV NTAY KAKO;

To @ayntd dev mye mpaypotkd doynuo. Avtd mov
GUVEPT eivan OTL pepikd Paktnpla TpocTéONKAY GE aVTO
0 QoynTd. Mo @opd £paya £vo KOUUATL KOTOTOVLAO.
Otav pnfke ©6T0 OTOUG)L MOV, TO YOUOSTPIKO VYPA
GUVAVTNGAV 0VTO TO KOTOTOLAO Kol TO PaKTiplo, 6T0
kotémovro. Ta Paktiplo gimov 6To YOoTPIKA VYPE GTO
otopudyt, "Q, mog to mdte; Tt propode va, KAVOLLLE Yia
€06¢;" Ta yaotpikd vypd sinav ota Baktnpla "Oyt, dev
kataAofaivelg, ovtd Oo kdvooue yuo 6éva. Elpacte edm




Yl VO, GE€ OLOADCOVE Kol Vo o€ dtaAvcovue poli pe
0VTO TO KOTOTOVLAO KOl VO GE ATOPPOPTIGOVLLE GTUILOKE
péxpt ekel mov yivesol LEPOg owToH Tov cOpaTocy. Ta
Baktipla gimav, "Q, oy, Oxt, OxL, dev BEA® Vo TO KAvV®
avto. BAémete, BEA® va St pricm TV TOVTOTNTA LoV,
Agv BEAm va pe dtodvcete. OEhm va peivo 6mog gipon.”
Ta yaotpkd vypd eimav, «Oy1, dev KataraPaivelg, dev
Aertovpyel €161 £d® YOP®: TAL OVAADOVLE OAD £TCL DOTE
va elpoote pio Lovada, sipaote HEPOG EVOC COUATOC.
Ta Baxtipro gimav: «Oy1, dev pe Kotaotpéeei». Ta
YOOTPIKA VYPA elmav: «Aomov, av dgv 6€ SIOADCOVLE,
eevyels amd 10 oopoy. llepimov ta pecdvoyta
ATOKOYOLLE TO BOKTAPLO LE TOAD SLVGAPESTO TPOTO.

BAémete to vomuo; Xe éva oopo, egite  gioo
EVOOUATOUEVOS GTO GOUO TOV EEQPTATAL OO AVTO, EiTE
oevyelc. To oopo pog dev eival oyedlacuévo va
avéyetonr v amoivtn aveEapnoio. Gvudote v
otopion pog avegaptning ekkinciog ot Bifio; To
ovoud ¢ Ntav Acodike. Nowlav o6t 0 glyov
evielmg, Kot 0 Inoovg tovg gime otnv AmoxdAivym 3,
Aéte OTL glote TAOVG101 KOt deV Y peldleote TImoTa, AAAL
emTpéYte Uov vo cog mo T giote: «Eiote dbhot,
a&lolvmnTot, eTyol, TVEAIG Kot Youvocy. Ti eime ot
EMPOKELTO VO KAVEL, «Ba 68 eKTOEEVCM ATO TO GTOUA
povy. Iodid, dev eipacte 6T0 GOUA TOV XPIGTOV OV
dev  ypeswlopacte o évog tov dAlov. Av  dev
ypealdpoote 0 évag Tov GALOV, OeV EILOCTE GTO GO,

H 1516t t0. pérovg divel £pneacn otny 160TNTo.

«Onwg 0 kabévog amd epic Exel £va, cOUN PE TOAAG
HEAN, Kol avutd Too pEAN dgv €yovv OAa TNV 10w
Aertovpyia, €10l kol otov Xplotd eueic mov eipaote
moAlol oynuotilovue £vo ocopa Kot kaOe pHELOG oviKeL
o€ O To Aoy, (Popaiovg 12:4-5) To mhaicto avtrg
g mepwkonng eival to €6dplo mpog Popaiovg 12:3
«A10TL pe ™ YGpn 7oL pov 800nke, Aéw oTov KobEva
a6 €cdg: Mn Bewpeite Tov eavtd oag vyNAdTEPO OO
000 Oa énpene, aALG POALOV OCKEPTESTE TOV EOVTO GOG
ue vnedAla kpiomn, cCOUEMVA LE TO LETPO TNG TGTNG TOV
60V €xel dvoel 0 Ogdcy. [Nati; Metd cuveyilel Aéyovtag
YTt OAOL El0OTE OTAG UEPT EVOC CONOTOC.

"‘Exete de1 moté patoypapia mvevpova; Eyete de1 moté
POTOYpOpio EVOC maTog; Agv etvat TOAD OLOPPES, £TOL;
Agv toug vordlopat. Oa Tpotipovoa vo, 6m pie, skdvo
€VOG OLLOPPODL ¥EPLOD 1 EVOC OLLOPPOV TPOGMTOV. AAAG
aVTO TTOL £Yel KAvEL 0 OedG OKOTLO EIVOL GYEOIOGUEVO
ToL 0OPOTO AYOTEPO OPOpO PEPT Y10 VO EMLTPETEL GTO
opatd PEPN va KAVOLV oUTO TOL KAvouv. Eépelg OTl
TPOTIUD VO 0 VO TPOCMTO TPl EVOV TVELHOVAL.
AM\G éva TpOcmTo Pmopel vo. gival TOAD doyMUo ov o
Tveduovag Ogv AE1TOVpPYEL.

Mepikoi dvOpmmotr motedovy OTL To 0pATA UEPT] TOV
CMUOTOC TOL XPIETOV. dNA. Ol KNPVKEC KOl Ol dAGKOAOL
givar o onuoavtikoi amd Toug AAAOVE avOpMTOVE TOL




Topoatog. Oy étot, dev givol Mo oNUOVTIKO amd TO
TPOSMOTO €ivol O CNUAVTIKO Amd TNV Kapdld 1 TOVg
TVELUOVEC. XTNV  TPOYUATIKOTNTO TA 0patd HEPN
pumopobv vo. Agltovpynoovy pOvo €mEWN TO TOAAA
adpata pLEPN TOV COUATOS AgrtovpyoLv OAa poldi
EKTEADVTOG TNV TOCO avaykaio Agrtovpyia Tovg. Agite
OA0. TOL LEAT] TOV COUATOG EIVOL CMUOVTIKA. YU 0VTO
vowlOpaoTE 0 £vog Yo ToV GALOV.

AM\G o1 60ALOYOL KOl 01 OpYOVIoUOL OgV AELTOVPYODV
étol. 'Exyovv pia epapyia, o oepd 1 e mopapida. Ot
GVALOYOL Agttovpyolv pe avtiv v opyn. H opatdtnta
eEloveral pe T onuacio. Av dgv To TIGTEVETE, OTANDG
TNYOIVETE GTO €TNGLO dgimvo Tov KAaum. Oélete va
péBete motot etvan o1 mo onuavTikoi AvBpwmol oe aVTO
to Khoum; Eivor edvkolo, amhd kortdéte molog eival 6To
tpoméL. Tlolog Oa otabei og avtd TO frypa Kot Torog O
piinoet Eava ko Eava; Avtol gival o apynyog Kahunas,
avtoi glvar Tov gival o onuavtikoi. e évav GOALOYO
K0l GTOVG TEPLGGOTEPOVS OPYAVIGLOVS, 1 TPOPOAN gival
ton pe ) onpaocia, aALd Eva oA dEV GKEPTETAL £TOL.
Av pn Tt GAAO, Ta MYOTEPO OPATH LEPT) TOV COHOTOG
glvon o onuavtikd amd To opaTd PEPT.

O IMavrog eine ot0 T€AOC TG 1Mg Tpog Koprvbiovg 12,
Kol OoTE Eval LEPOC TTOVAEL, dEV EXEL onuacio av gival
peyaro, pkpod, opatd 1 adpato. kabe péPog Epyetal va
to Bonbnoet.

Agv glpon teyvitng and kdbe gidovg gavrocio. Avto
GUVEPT TPV omd TMOAAG ypoOVie Kot givol pEPOG TOL
Adyov mov dev gipat ToAvteyvitng tdpa. Huovv €m yia
Vo GOLPNANTACM KATL 6TO0 Ykapal, £fala Eva pagt Kot
KkaBopovv ekel kot cpupokonovoa. ‘Eytva Alyo avoidng
Kot yromnoa 1o kKopei. Hrav to AdBog kapei. Htav 1
pikpoypaoia pov. To éyelg kdvel moté avtd; LKA o
piKpoypagic, Pyoaivel aipo Kot ovopoTIEGOL oV £)EL
ondoel. Agv oképtecatl ovte Aec, "Tati avonro, gtoug
poévog Gov. Oa 6e aPNow va KpePaoTeic eKel Kot 16w
anmid va comicels". Oyl Ta mavto PAdmTovy T0 VEupiKo
GUGTNUO KOl GTEAVOLV TOV GUVOYEPUO GE OAO TO GO,
KOl Ol GlEAOYOVOL 00EVEG AEITOVPYOLV GOV TO GUEGO
EMT—ta n6dw elvan to acBevopdpo, apyilovv va
TPEYOLV TTPOG TO UTAVIO Kot 1] VN Elvan o cepiva
"OWWWWW!" OLoxinpo 10 cmpa apyilel vo Aéet:
«Bonbnoe tov wkpod avrixepa, Ponbnoe tov pikpd
avtiyepa, Pondnoe tov pikpd avtixspo». Q, otav
TeMkd Katampaivel, Aeg, "Q, avtd gtvor TOAD KaAVTEPO,
avtog gival o Tpdmog mov Aettovpyel og va copa." X
Oeopd onuovtikd yati pov avhkelg. Ov Xpiotiavol
AVIKOLV O €VOG OTOV GAAOV KOl GOG OPECEL EiTE O,
avike® o€ eodc. Elpaote éva oo - xépt kot xépt, T
Kol OO, PATL Kot EYKEPOAOG,.

H ovpuetoyn amottel evotnea.

210 1 KopwBiovg 12:12 o [TavAog ging, «to ohpo givol




pio Hovada, ov Kol amoteAsital amd ToAAd puépn.» To
Apepkaviko [potvmo Aéet, «To cdpa stvon va, av Kot
€xel moALA péAN.» O Bedc €xel oyedlioel GKOMUO TO
COUO GOG VO ayamohV TV apUovic Kol va Hicobv )
dyovoua.

Soveyilo vo  YPNOWOTOI®  OVLTEC TG  QPUOIKES
OEIKOVIOELS, TPOCMOTIKA, CAAL OVTEG elval aVTEG TTOL
EEP® KOADTEPQ KO WAGLE Y1, Eva odpa. TIpty amd Aiyo
KapO NHOVV OE EVaV 0ydVO, UTACKET, TOAVOTOTO TOV
terevTaio aydva pracket mov Bo taiw moté. [yava
TPOg pio Katevhuven, pvteya to aplotepd THOL Kot OA0
TO GOWUO THYOIVE OKOUO APIGTEPE, OAAL amd aVTO TO
YOvaTOo Kot KAT®, amopdoica, Oyt , Oa peivo exel mov
elpat. Metd cuvéPn - katt éonace. Bhénete, éva copa
dev Ba aveybel dvcappovia. To cdpa to picei dtav ta
UEAT TTAVE TO €Va EVOVTIOV TOL GAAOD KO TTOAELOVY TO
éva gvavtiov Tov GAAOL.

O Bgog Béler  evedpkwon tov Incod va cuvveyiotel
o115 {wég Tov XproTiavmv. @Elel 0 KOGUOG va OEL TOV
Incov va Let ot N poc. Tinota dev Bo katacTpéyet
0 okomd ¢ cvvelopevng eveapkmong tov Incov
YPYOPOTEPQ ) TANPECTEPQ ATTO T O10UPEST) GTO GMLLO.
I'! av16 o ITaviog eine «Kdve kb mpoondbela yro va
dwmpnoelg v evomra tov [lvedbuotog péow Ttov
deopov g epnvney. (Epeoiovg 4:3)

H evomta 0éAer mpoondBeta, £161 dev eivar; Xperdleton
dovAeld kot meapyion Y vo KPOTHGEL VOl QUGIKO
ooua vo Aertovpyel kadd. Mrnopeite va giote PEPatot
0Tt 0 O1aPoAog eival HOVIOODG OTOPUCICUEVOG VL
gumodiocel v ekkAncia va (fRoel ™ ocvveylduevn
gvodpkmon. Zépelg na¢ mpoonabel va, pog Kheioet,
Kdmolog Aéel, «Aomdv, pécm Yeudovs d1000KOALNS».
Noai. Oa to ypnoyomomaostl av prnopei. AALL axodoTE
ue, vy k@be exkAncio mwov Oo dgite vo mEQTEL oOF
yevTiKo doypa, Ba deite 50 va katacTpEPovTaL Amd o
duidomaon kot amd éva dyyaotkd mvevpa. «lIpémel va
katafdlovpe kabe mpoomdbeio yio vo. SloTnPNCOoVUE
mv evotnrta tov [Ivedpuatogy.

Eépelg T onuoivel avtd mpokTikd; Xmpoiver ot
katafaiiete kabe mpoomdbela Yo va UEIveTe PoKPLd
0O KOLTCOUTMOMA. Xmuaivel 6t Kotafdiiete ke
wpoonadelo yioo va, unv (nAéyete Kamolov GAAO €00.
Inuaivel 6t kotoPairete ke Tpoomddeio Yo va unv
glote koyOmomtol. Enpaivel 0Tl av dev EEpete KdrTl,
POTNOTE KOl KAVTE KAOe Tpoomdbeia yia va pnv Kavete
gwooies. Koatapdiere kabe dvuvorr mpoonddeia yio va
petvete pokpld amd otdnmote Ba Epepve dydvola 6To
ocopa. Kavéva ochpo dev HEVEL VYIEC TOV VO, TTOAELA TOV
€aVTO TOV.

Atyo TOAOTIHO QUGIKA GOUOTH KOTAGTPEPOVTOL OO
KTl 670 EEMTEPIKS. AgV LITAPYOVY TOALE TTOUATO TOV
KataoTpépovial omd &vav mupofoiicud, amd Ekpnén




Boppoac ) vawdylo autoKiviTon. VTEPYOLY HEPTKE, AALA
oL ToAAd. TIodg mebaivouy Ta teprocodTepa cmpato; Ta
TEPLocOTEPO oMUt TEdaivouy amd péca Tpog To EEW.
[TeBaivouv Adym xapkivov, kapdokng mpooPoing M
gykepaikov. Ot mepliocodtepol AvBpwmol mebaivouy
EMEWN TO OO0 TNyoivel o€ TOAEUO €VOVTIOV TOV
gavtov 1ov. 'Etol kataotpépoviar ot mEPIOCOTEPES
ekkAnocieg emedn Ta pEAN TOL COUATOS Ybvouv T
€0 UEVOT) TOVG Y10 EVOTITA.

Avtd onpaiver 0Tl TEPlOTOCIOKG  €KEIVOL OV
SlTOPAGooVY TV EVOTNTO TOV COUNTOG TPETEL VO
avTIHETOTICOVTOL, OTOAG, HE OyOmN Kol PE TVELUQ
€1pNVNG. AAAG 1] EVOTNTA TOV TVELLATOG GTOV OEGUO TNG
gpNvng elvarl apkeTd onpavtikny oote o [laviog eime:
«Kotafdrriete «dbe mpoomdbeln Yoo va T
ST pNoETEN.

Yvvoyilovrog, mpénet va udbovue va oke@topoote Bifiuca
Y To TL onuaivel va glocou pérog oe éva oopa. Ilog to
KOVEWS oUTO TPOCONKE o©TO eminedd oov; Agite 10
oLUTEPUC U, dVO OKEYELS KAOMS KAEIVOLLE.

3.

A&lohoyNoTE TN 61K1 GOC GUUUETOYN

T eldovg péhog éxete; Opyavmaon 1 opyaVIGUOG; XD
N KAoum; Eyxete aviikatootnoel KATL GVETO pE KATL
Bipiwo; Tloco vymg Ba frav pio ekkAnocio av 6iot
acKOHoOV TN LoPET| 1BOTNTOS HEAOLC;

‘Eva amd ta mpdypoto mov €0 OnpUEWdoEl KoOMG
Koitaga péoa amd v anewdévion tov [laviov oyeticd
UE TNV EKKANGIO ¢ TO GO0 ToL XPloTov UE ¥EPLa,
OO0, KEPAAL, aLTIA Kot udtio. Mildel akouo, Kot yuo
GUVOEGOVG, OALG TOTE dev Aéel Timota Yo Admog. Tto
Aywo Tlvedpo to Béher duvatd Kot adbvato Kot Oyl
amhag va tpryvpilet. Topa EEpm OTL VIGPYOLY HEPIKOT
amd €o0dg mov movate Kol Oédhete va Bepomevteite.
Xpewaleote vo Bepamevteite, aAAd EpyeTal (o oTLYUN
7oV kafdg BepomeesTe amd T0 GO KOl TO Qe TOV
péel péoa omd avtd, Bo avardfete tov poAo GoG G
Oepamevne. Agv pévelg amidg va Tpryvpvdg xwpig va
Kavelg Timoto.

Avarafers tpotofoviia.

Mnv mepyiévete omAdg vo cag {NTioEl KAmolog va
Kkavete kdtl. Ta copota dgv amoKTovV EOpua Lovo OTav
kdbovtor, €tol dev elvor;, Agv kdbsoal 6g OVTOV TOV
Kovamé Kol omhd  pmaivels opvikd o poppa.
Xperaletan meBopyio. Oéher dovAewd. Eivor 1o 610
TPAyHo 010 ZdOpa ToL XP1oTov. EEKIVE e Evay TOKTIKO
éleyyo. EEetdote tov eantd cag kot potiote, "Eipot
avtdc mov mpémel va, eipor; [ow meapyio tpémel va
eQopuoc®;" Tlpénetl va TpdTE TVELLLATIKY TPOPT| TOPO,
va aoknOeite EUTAEKOVTAG TOV EVTO GO GTN JLOKOVIaL.

Edv dev giote Xprotiavog kot 0éhete vo giote pHéEAOG
QVTOV TOL £100VC GMUNTOC, TOTE KoTaAdPeTe TL embuuei




0 Bebdc. BdAte v gumictoohivn Kol TNV TOTN OAG OE
Avtdv, oporoynote TV miotn cag 6tL 0 Inoovg givat o
®ebdg mov Mpbe 6T YN KATA TN GAPKO Yo VoL YiveL 1
eEemtikn Buoia Yo v apoptio cog, EUYETE and TIg
apopToAEg 0d00g cog kot méBave Yo owtovg. Na
tapeite pali Tov oto Bantioua, va Tov emtpéyete va
oo ovefdcel o o véo Omuovpyio Kol Vo GOG
npocbécel oto Tmua Tov, omnv ExkAnoia Tov. Avtod
glvar To copo mov Ba wapel o Xprotdg polil Tov oTov
oVPOVO 1oL PHEPQL.

Towg ypewootel vo emotpéyere otov  Kipo, va
amokotootabeite amd TNV mvevpaTiky acBéveld Ko va
enavopépete 1o aipa Tov yia va yivete éva gvepyo, (oTkd
Kot eEaptdpevo PEPOS Tov cdpatos. Gélovue va gioon
owt(')g. Amazing Grace #1308, Steve Flatt, 6 Anpiriov 1997




